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Changes of Address 

Please note the many changes of address that 
appear in this issue. President Debbie Friedman has 
moved from Loudonville to New York City. I have 
moved from Nebraska to Virginia, and Jim Cross 
has changed his mailing address from a post office 
a street address. Neither Jim nor Copaphil can be 
reached at the post office box. Further, Eric Harris 
has resigned as European representative. He has 

been replaced by Malcolm Bentley. 

Palmares 

There were 65 competitive from 43 exhibitors 
at EXFIME 2008, held in Medellín last October. 

See below for more results. 

Alfredo Froehlich won gold medals for two 
exhibits: Forwarding Agents of Colombia and Co-
lombia Air Mail, 1929—1932. Tom Myers served 
as a judge and Santiago Cruz as an apprentice at 
Sarasota. Tom and Santiago will be serving in the 
same capacities at Westpex in San Francisco at the 

end of April.  

Copaphil Auctions 

Jim Cross has retired as auction manager. 
Please send consignments for the October auction 

to Ken Adams by July 15. See page 3. 

EXFIME 2008, the XXIV National 
Exhibition, took place in Medellin-
Colombia,   October 20-27.  It was the 
first National Philatelic Exhibition to be 

held in Medellin in seventeen years.   

The show was organized by the 
Club Filatelico de Medellin with the pa-
tronage of FEFILCO, the Federacion 
Filatelica Colombiana. The FEFILCO 
annual meeting was held on Friday Octo-
ber 24th. Held at the Camara de Comer-

cio de Medellin, the show had 65 ex-

hibitors in the competitive classes. 

 Hugo Goggel, Brigitte Kaplan, and 
Carlos Valenzuela served on the Jury 
for traditional philately, postal his-
tory, aerophilately, etc. Leo Temprano 
and Dieter Bortfeld served on the Jury 
for thematic philately, youth philat-

ely and literature. 

(Continued on page 3) 

EXFIME 2008  

Ricardo Botero 
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COPAPHIL Library Given to APRL  

The library COPAPHIL assembled through 
the years includes a vast trove of often hard to find 
literature on Colombia and Panama.  Soon after 
COPAPHIL was formed in 1983 Bob D’Elia vol-
unteered to be our Librarian.  As a result of his 
efforts and the contributions of members, our li-
brary grew. It became an important member bene-
fit for those who used it.  The bibliography we 
published in 2002 shows the breadth of our collec-
tion. Every item marked “L”  was in the library at 
the time of publication and more items were added 
since then.  Unfortunately Bob’s health made it 
impossible for him to continue as librarian and no 
member volunteered to assume Bob’s mantle.  
After careful consideration of the alternatives, the 
COPAPHIL Board decided last year to give our 
library to the APRL, the American Philatelic Re-
search Library.  This will maximize its availability 
for researchers.  Several other specialist philatelic 

organizations have already done the same thing. 

There are some books in our library that 
would be duplicates for the APRL.  Those will be 
offered for sale to COPAPHIL members later this 

year 

If you are already a member of the APS 
(American Philatelic Society) or the APRL and 
wish to borrow materials from the  library or get 

photocopies of articles, you can read the informa-
tion on the use of the library on the APS web site 
(www.stamps.org) or write to Gini Horn, Librar-
ian, APRL, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte. 
PA 16823-1367. Her email address is 

gini@stamps.org . 

If you are not an APS or APRL member and 
want copies of materials in our library, you can 
join either organization.  The cost of membership 
in the APRL is considerably less than the APS.  
Applications for membership to both organiza-
tions can be accessed from links on 
www.stamps.org . If you do not have internet ac-
cess, please contact me and I will be happy to send 
you the appropriate application.  If you expect to 
use the library very rarely and are not now and do 
not plan to become a member of either organiza-
tion, the APRL will respond to requests, but there 

will be an additional charge. 

I want to thank Allan Harris and Larry Crain 
for their hard work packing the library up for ship-
ment and Bill Welch for volunteering at the APRL 
to file our material.  Lastly, I want to extend one 
more thank you to Bob D’Elia for the incredible 

job he did building and managing the library. 

Debby Friedman rbreuer1@nycap.rr.com 

From the President’s Desk 

Alfredo Frohlich received the FEFILCO Na-
tional Award, as well as a Large Gold Medal with 

his exhibition of "Estados Unidos de Colombia". 

 Large Gold Medals were also awarded to  
"Colombia. Emisiones Clasicas 1859-1864" by 
Ricardo Botero, "Guerra de los Mil Dias. 
Emisiones de Barranquilla" by Walter H. Weber, 

and "Scadta. Tercera Emision" by James Johnson. 

 "Prefilatelia y Rutas" by James Johnson, 
"Colombia. Primeros Vuelos" by Felipe Toro, 
"Estado Soberano de Antioquia" by Augusto 
Peinado and "Cruz Roja" by Carlos Valenzuela 

were shown in the non-competitive class. 

 Also, a stamp issue was launched during EX-
FIME 2008. The Communications Minister, Maria 
del Rosario Guerra and the Gobernor of the Antio-
quia State Luis Alfredo Ramos were at the cere-

mony which took place on October 22nd. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Call for Auction Lots 
The next auction will be circulated with the October issue.  

Jim Cross has retired as auction manager. Please send the auction consignments for Colombia and Pa-
nama to Ken Adams P.O. Box 127, Omaha, NE  68101. Email: kenstampneb@cox.net  
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This article started as a simple census of 
group of similar covers mailed in 1900. As I 
learned more about the stamps and postal history 
of these covers the postal markings and registra-
tion stamps took on a life of their own. If my at-
tempt at a numerical analysis of these covers be-
comes tedious or difficult to follow, skip it and 
look at the conclusions reached in Tables 3 and 4; 
the very interesting possibility of plating the Pa-
nama registration stamp; and the requests at the 
end for more data, and if possible scans of the 

back and fronts of all of these covers.  

Registered Mail from Panama City in 1900 

Panama’s supply of stamps from Colombia 
was sometimes disrupted during “The 1000 Days 
War” which took place from 12 October 1899 un-
til the signing of an armistice aboard the U.S.S. 
Wisconsin off of the City of Colon on 21 Novem-

ber 1902.1   

By 14 March 1900 Panama had run out of 
registration stamps. Provisional registration 
stamps, not listed by Scott, were used from March 
14 to March 16.2,3 An example of this provisional 
stamp, registration number 2234, is shown on the 

front cover courtesy of Federico Brid. 

 Panama quickly created its own 10 centavos 
registration stamp Scott Number F3. It was put 
into service on 15 or 16 of March. The F3 stamp 
was then used concurrently with the provisional 
stamps for two days. The last documented use of 
these provisional registration stamps in Panama 

City was on 16 March, registration number 2236.4  

It is thought that these F3 registration stamps 
continued to be used on registered mail from Pa-
nama City until the end of September 1900 when a 
new supply of stamps arrived from Colombia. The 
first documented cover with these newly arrived 
Colombian registration stamps, Colombia Scott 
Number F11, is dated 27 September and has regis-

tration number 7903.5  

To have a better idea of the days that these 
stamps were cancelled and in transit the calendars 

for March and April 1900 are shown above. 

Seventeen Luria Covers noted by Dr. Helme 

On page 104 in the Helme Panama Regis-

tered Cover handbook Helme wrote,  

… 17 almost identical Luria covers 

from Panama March 25-27 to Hamburg 

have  been recorded. These all arrived in 

New York April 6 and at Hamburg April 

 16. The lowest number is # 2771 and the 

highest is # 3529... 6 

In manuscript on the front of each cover is 
written Registered/H. Luria Esq./ 62 Dovenhof, 

Hamburg/ Germany. 

Additional Luria Covers Easily Found 

For many years I had seen copies of this Lu-
ria cover for sale with the asking 
 prices from $25 to well over $300 (fig. 2). Be-
cause I did not collect these particular stamps I 
paid little attention to these covers until I began 

this research.   

All of these Luria covers have a strip of five 
2-centavo stamps, Panama Sc16 and a 10-centavos 
registered stamp, Scott ScF3, which paid the inter-
national rate for a registered letter up to 15 grams.7  
In New York City an Exchange Label was added 

to the front of each cover. 

In Harmer’s sale catalogue of the George 
Brett estate this past December8 I noticed that 
Brett had also owned a Luria cover, Panama regis-
tration number 3332. I became curious about how 

many were mailed and how many might still exist.   

The 20-27 March 1900 Registered Covers to Luria in Hamburg 

with Panama F3 Stamps 
David Zemer 

P.O. Box 654 Skoeyen, NO-0214 Oslo, Norway, sosahill@hotmail.com 

March 1900      

 
 S  M Tu  W Th  F  S        
                      1   2    3 
4   5   6   7   8   9  10   
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

April 1900 

 
 S  M Tu  W Th  F  S 
   1  2   3   4   5   6   7 
 8  9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
 29 30 
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Using Helme’s notes as a starting point I de-
cided to look further into the matter.  Within a few 
hours of searching on the internet I had discovered 
several more of these covers for sale with asking 

prices between $100 and $400. 

I also discovered additional correspondence 
from Panama to Luria family members in Ham-
burg and Panama City during the next two decades 
including a number of Canal Zone covers bearing 
stamps of the Canal Zone First Series.9  Therefore, 
to avoid confusion, all references to “Luria cov-
ers” in this research refer only to the covers simi-

lar to that shown in Figure 2. 

17 Luria Registered Covers? 

Since the difference between the largest and 
smallest of the Panama registration numbers noted 
by Helme indicate that there might have been as 

many as 758 almost identical 
covers sent to Luria I emailed 
several COPAPHIL and Canal 
Zone Study Group members 
with a request that they con-
tact me if they knew of any 
additional Luria covers not on 
my list. With their help, 
searching the internet, and 
looking at some old stamp 
auction catalogues I soon 
found  covers with both a 
lower number and a higher 
number  than those recorded 
by Dr. Helme. Within a few 
weeks I was able to create a 
database listing 41 similar 
covers starting with registra-
tion number 2472 and ending 

with 3551 (Table 1).   

   Looking at the registration 
numbers and cancellation 
dates of these covers it ap-
pears that at least two distinct 
mailing periods can be identi-
fied: 1) 20 March, a Tuesday, 
through perhaps 25 March, a 
Sunday, when most of the first 
batch of covers were probably 
mailed; and 2) a much larger 
batch cancelled 26 and 27 

March, Monday and Tuesday.  

 In his exhibit notes Helme gave the cancella-
tion dates as 25, 26, and 27 March.  Since the cov-
ers found so far in this study are all from the 20th, 
26th, or 27th of March and as the 25th was a Sunday 
(see 1900 calendars) it is most likely that he mis-

read the date on some of the covers that he saw. 

All Luria covers found in this research, ex-
cept Numbers 2467 and 2472, were from these 
two later dates and were cancelled in New York 
City 6 April, where a Registered Exchange Label 
was added, and received a Hamburg cancellation 

16 April 1900.  

Covers 2467 and 2472, the earliest covers, 

were cancelled in Panama 20 March, received a 

New York cancellation 3 April and a Hamburg 

cancellation 14 April 1900. 

Figure 2: Cover to Luria in Hamburg, Germany dated 27 March 1900. 

Showing F3 Registration Stamp # 3124 - Plate Position 6. Transit marks on 

back: New York, 6 April, and Hamburg, 16 April. Author’s collection. 
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Panama 

Registration 

Number 

NYC Exchange 

Label Number 

Red Crayon 

Number 

on front 

Blue Crayon 

Number 

on back 

Panama 

Date 
Control 

Number 

Plate Posi-

tion 

Number 

2472 62915 203 110 3/20/1900 2269 7 

2707 92884 25     2682 9 

2769 93153     3/26/1900     

2771 93151         1 

2772 93150 90   3/26/1900 2682 10 

2773 93149 91 841 3/26/1900 2682 7 

2774 93148 92   3/26/1900 2682 11 

2777 93145 95   3/26/1900 2682 2 

2783 93140         11 

2807 93116     3/26/1900   12 

2809 93114     3/26/1900   7 

2812 93111 130   3/26/1900 2682 4 

2850 93049         7 

2855 93054         10 

2886 93005 204   3/26/1900 2682 5 

2936 92975         7 

3003 92903         6 

3099 92615 408   3/27/1900 2691 5 

3114 92630     3/27/1900   5 

3117 92633     3/27/1900   4 

3118 92634 427     2691   

3124 92640 433 359 3/27/1900 2691 6 

3214 92495 520     2694 6 

3220           5 

3270 92470         6 

3278 92478     3/27/1900   1 

3303 92416 612   3/27/1900 2691 5 

3332           4 

3343 92413         4 

3344 92414 653   3/27/1900 2691 10 

3376 92361 685 80 3/27/1900 2691 5 

3437 92907 746   3/27/1900 2691 2 

3438 92908     3/27/1900    12 

3439 92909     3/27/1900   1 

3457 92776     3/27/1900   9 

3459 92778 768   3/27/1900 2691 12 

3525 92746 834   3/27/1900 2691 9 

3529             

3551 92657 860 376 3/27/1900 2691 8 

3292 92492 600   2692 2 

2467 No label 198 201  2269  

Table 1. Luria Covers sorted by Panama registration number. 
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Calculation of Numbers of Registered Stamps 

used in Panama City in 1900 

Schay said that he had a provisional stamp on 
piece dated 15 March with the number 2096. 
Helme shows an earlier one, number 2021 dated 
14 March.  Using the numbers from Helme, one 
can estimate the number of Colombia registered 
stamps used in Panama City from 1 January 
through 13 March, the 72nd day of the year, to be 

2020 or an average of 28 per day (table 2). 

In Jim Cross's Handbook on Panama postal 
markings he created a table of the estimated vol-
ume of Panama Registered Mail from the larger 
towns in Panama.10 Cross developed this table 
from known registration numbers and the dates 
that they were used. He calculated an annual aver-
age of 10,340 registered covers each year from 
Panama City from 1897 through 1901. Using a 
365 day year yields an average of 28.3 registration 
stamps per day, close to that calculated during the 

first 72 days of 1900. 

Panama Registration and Manuscript Numbers 

on Luria Covers 

I had often noticed that some of my early Pa-
nama covers had numbers in manuscript on the 
front and back.  After looking closer at non-Luria 
covers that were not part of this study and the Lu-
ria covers I came up with a hypothesis that helped 
me better understand the registration marking sys-
tem in Panama City during early 1900. To work 
with this data a database in MS-ACCESS was cre-
ated and all the information on these covers en-

tered into it.  

Panama Registration Numbers – On Incom-
ing Mail. It seems safe to say that at the beginning 
of each year the Panama post office started with 
registration number one and increased the registra-
tion number by one for each additional registered 

item through the end of the year.   

Panama Manuscript Number – On Outgoing 
Mail. It appears that manuscript numbers in, usu-
ally red, crayon on the front of Panama City cov-
ers were only on registered mail and never on mail 
without a registration marking or stamp. The reg-
istered mail with the provisional registered stamps 
that I have seen for March 1900, addressed to Pa-
nama City, did not have any manuscript numbers 
whereas all registered mail that I saw going out of 
Panama City to foreign destinations had manu-
script numbers on the address side of the enve-

lope. 

Using the information in Table 1 it can be 
seen that the manuscript numbers increase as the 
Panama registration numbers increase.  Panama 
registration number 2707 dated 26 March had 
manuscript number 25.  I believe that this means 
that there already were 24 other registered items, 
not necessarily Luria covers, ready to go to New 
York City when this cover entered the registration 

system. 

On each cover I subtracted the manuscript 
number from the number on the F3 stamp to see if 
this relationship was constant throughout the two 
days. The difference between the two numbers 
gave an easy to follow “Control Number” shown 
in Table 1. For all covers cancelled on 26 March 

this control number was always 2682.   

Registration stamps 
in use in 
Panama City 

Start date and registra-
tion number 
(estimated) 

End date and regis-
tration number 
(estimated) 

Total reg items/ 
No. of days 

Average number 
of registered 
items per day 

Colombia registration 
stamps – no regis-
tered covers kinown 

1 Jan 1900 
  

Reg #1 

13 Mar 1900 
  

Reg # 2020 

2020/72 days 28 

Documented Luria 
covers with   
Panama F3 

20 Mar 
  

Reg # 2467 

27 Mar 
  

Reg # 3551 

1084/8 days 135.5 

Known registration 
numbers after Luria 

covers 

3 Apr 
Reg # on Panama F3 

#3663 

27 Sep 
Reg # on Colombia 
F11 #7902 

4240/178 23.8 

Table 2.  Calculation of Daily Average of Registration Mail from Panama City in 1900 
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On 27 March the control number increased 
by nine to 2691 indicating that nine registered 
items did not get the manuscript number.  The 
control number remained at 2691 for all covers 
through the last Luria cover, number 3551, which 

had 860 in manuscript.  

My conclusion from this analysis, which I 
use to estimate the number of Luria covers sent 
from Panama, is that the manuscript numbers on 
the fronts of covers were put there to count the 
pieces of mail for one shipment of registered mail 
to one single destination and were put on in the 
same sequence as the Panama registration num-

bers.   

Luria cover with registration number 3551 
would have been the 860th registered item of mail, 
not all of which were necessarily Luria covers, to 
go from Panama City to New York City on the 

next scheduled ship.  

Calculation of Quantity of Luria Covers dated 

26, 27 March 1900 

I used several methods to estimate the quan-
tity in the second batch of Luria covers mailed 26 
and 27 March. All calculations simply subtract the 
smallest number from the largest and add 1 to get 
the total number counted.  Because only two ear-
lier covers dated 20 March have surfaced so far I 
then applied what I discovered from the 26-27 
March covers to the previous period from 20 

March through 25 March. 

The first method of counting the quantity of 
Luria covers was to subtract the smallest Panama 
registered number found, 2707, from the largest 
registered number found, 3551, on the F3 stamps. 
This calculation yields 845 registration stamps 
used during the time that these covers were being 

processed. 

The second method is to subtract the smallest 
number written in crayon manuscript by the Pa-
nama post office employees on the front of each 
cover, 25 for cover No. 2707, from the largest 
manuscript number found, 860 for cover No. 

3551. This calculation yields 836 covers.  

The third method is to subtract the smallest 
number found on the New York Exchange Labels, 
92361, from the largest, 93153.  This calculation 
yields 793 covers. I was not able to get Exchange 
Label numbers for four of the covers that are in 

the list so the amount of covers calculated using 
the Exchange Labels from these 41 covers could 

increase. 

There is a fourth number that could increase 
the accuracy of this count, the blue crayon manu-
script number on the back of each cover, put there 
at the New York exchange office. Unfortunately 
most of the Luria covers that I have records of 
only show the fronts of the covers and this analy-

sis will have to wait for more data.   

From the Panama numbering processes it ap-
pears that the F3 stamps were put on sequentially 
from Monday through Tuesday with the possibil-
ity that other non-Luria covers were included in 
the sequence. From past calculations we know that 
there probably was an average of 28 registered 
commercial pieces of mail processed each day 
some of which were probably not sent to New 

York.   

From the information provided by both the 

F3 number and the front manuscript number it 

appears that 836 Luria covers were sent as one 

batch from Panama City to New York on or after 

27 March. The reason for the discrepancy between 

the two numbers might be explained if additional 

covers are found.  As the amount of Panama City 

covers handled 6 April at the New York Exchange 

office, appears to be at least 793, it should be safe 

to say that between 800 - 850 covers almost iden-

tical Luria covers were mailed from Panama City 

through New York City to Hamburg (table 3).  

Calculation of Quantity of Luria Covers dated 

20-25 March 1900 

Using the above analysis it is now easier to 
estimate the number of registered covers mailed in 

Panama City from 20 March through 25 March. 

The cover dated 20 March has Panama regis-
tration number 2467 and a red crayon manuscript 
number of 198.  Therefore, based on the above 
analysis, F3 number 2467 was the 198th registered 
cover in that count going to New York, so the 
cover with the manuscript number 1 would have 
had number 2270 on its F3 stamp.  If 28, the aver-
age number of registered items of mail had been 
processed that day before this Luria cover then the 

rest, 175, were probably Luria covers.   
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Member’s Ads 

Willing to trade or buy Colombian better items, specimens, imperforates, oddities, “Ferrocarril Caldas”, 
and cubiertas sent from Panama. Manuel Espejo, P.O. Box 42, Cordoba, 19080, Spain. 

On Monday 26 March the first Luria cover 
had F3 number 2707 and manuscript 25 so the 
first registered cover of that day (going to New 

York City) would have had F3 number 2683.   

If we subtract the calculated number of the 
first registered stamp of 20 March, 2270 from the 
first calculated registration number of 26 March, 
2683, we have 413 registered items of mail over 
six days for an average of 68.8 registered covers 

per day.   

From the Cross estimates and the estimate 
from the first 72 days of 1900 the expected num-
ber of commercial registered covers for six days 

would be 6 days x 28 cover/day = 168. 

The difference between the calculated num-
ber of registered covers, 413, and the expected 

number of registered covers, 168, is 245.   

Inverted MAR in the date on the Panama  

Cancellations 

Helme noticed that one of his covers, Panama 
Registration Number 3439, had the month MAR 
in the date cancellation inverted.  So far a total of 
six such covers have been found with Panama reg-
istration numbers starting with 3376 and ending 

with 3459. 

In addition to being found on the Luria cov-
ers this inverted cancellation has been documented 
on a postal card with the same date of 27 MAR 

1900.11 

Plate Positions of Panama F3, F4, and F5 

The characteristics of this printing, including 
differences in each stamp in the full sheet, were 
documented early in its history and were described 

in the early literature. 

In 1905 Luff wrote the following about the 

F3 stamps, 

In 1900 a third issue appeared.  Like 

the first it was made by lithography. The 

stamps were printed in sheets of twelve – 

six horizontal pairs.  Each stamp differed 

slightly from the others, the most prominent 

varieties being No. 6 without period after 

“CENTAVOS”, and No. 9 with a large pe-

riod after “ COLOMBIA”.12   

Heydon wrote in Mekeel’s13 and again in his 
handbook14 that these stamps were produced in 
panes of twelve. He wrote that the “same minor 
varieties” are in all three types of registration 
stamps and lists these differences in a table next to 

a sketch of all twelve positions. 

Schay showed a photograph of a full pane of 
twelve stamps of the F3 stamp in his research pub-
lished in 1961 (fig. 3). He mentions that it is … an 
interesting and relatively inexpensive entertain-

ment to hunt for these different positions … and he 
provides a more precise process of identifying 

each plate position than Heydon. 

The Schay plating process is based on differ-
(Continued on page 12) 

Number  from Highest Number Lowest Number Difference Total Quantity 

Panama F3 3551 2707 844 845 

Panama Manuscript 860 25 835 836 

NY Exchange Label 93153 92361 792 793 

Calculated Average       825 

Table 3.   Calculation of the Quantity of F3 Luria Covers Cancelled in Panama 26, 27 March 1900  

Calculated Quantity of 20-25 March Luria 
Covers 

245 

Calculated Quantity of 26-27 March Luria 
Covers 

 836 

Total Calculated Quantity of 20-27 March 
Luria Covers 

1081 

Table 4. Total Calculated Quantity of Luria Covers 
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ences in the printing of No, the abbreviation for 
Number on the F3 stamp.  As Schay’s research 
might not be familiar to today’s collectors his 
plate classifications are reprinted here to help 
those who wish to plate their F3, F4, and F5 

stamps. 

It is not known if sheets of F3 and F4 survive 
today. They were first recorded for sale at the Tow 
auction in 1949 where two complete sheets of F3 
as well as one complete sheet of F4 were sold but 

no photographs of them were in the catalogue.15 In 
Schay’s 1961 report he said that he had a sheet of 
F3 and F4 in his collection but I have not found 

any public documentation of them since then.  

In Helme’s inventory notes Brid found an 
entry describing a sheet of F3 in his collection.  
Most likely this is the ex Schay sheet since, ac-
cording to Brid, Dr. Helme bought the Panama 
and Canal Zone collection from Schay’s widow.   
This sheet was not described in the 1998 Helme 

estate sale.16 

All twelve positions of the F3 stamp have 
been plated by Federico Brid who has generously 
provided a scan of them (fig. 4). There are some 
minor differences between some of the Schay 
stamps and the Brid stamps. For example in posi-
tion 2 Schay shows an arc of about 90 degrees at 
the end of the line where the registration number 
is stamped. In position 7 the bottom right hand leg 
of R also has a line in an arc going through it. 
These two arcs do not show up on the Brid recon-
struction nor on the F3 stamps on the Luria covers 
nor does Schay mention them in his article. There-
fore until we locate these panes I believe them to 

(Continued from page 9) 

TYPE Position 

Numbers 
Characteristics 

a 1,4,6,7,9 Right vertical stoke of “N” 
curves over center of “o”.  
Dash under “o”. 

b 2,10 Right vertical stroke of “N” 
reaches over “o”. 

c 3,5,11,12 “N” like in (a) but dash and 
period under “o”. 

d 8 “N” as of (a), but nothing 
under “o”. 

Table 5. Schay F3  plate position based on NO.  

Fig. 4.  F3 All Plate Positions, Brid Collection  
Fig. 3. Full pane of twelve stamps of the F3 stamp 

(after Schay 1961).  
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be errors in the 1961 photograph.  

The Luria Cover Plate Challenge 

With so many documented covers, and the 
potential of many more surfacing, it could be pos-
sible for a collector to obtain all twelve F3 plate 
positions on Luria covers.  So far I have been able 
to identify all positions except number 3 on the 
covers that I have seen, see the column Plate Pos. 

# in Table 1.   

It appears that more than 1000 of these cov-
ers were created and sent to Hamburg so to para-
phrase Schay it could be … an interesting and 

relatively inexpensive entertainment to hunt for 

these different positions on Luria covers… . 

Future Research 

Besides providing a more exact census of 
these covers sent to Luria in Hamburg future re-
search on them would also give us an opportunity 
of obtaining a closer look at the Panama City 
postal registration system, the New York City Ex-
change office, and the Hamburg incoming regis-
tration mail service.  In addition good scans or 
photocopies of these covers would provide a large 
number of examples for someone to carry out fur-
ther research on Panama stamp Sc16, Panama 
Registration Stamp F3, and the New York Ex-

change Label.   

Request for Information 

If you have one of these Luria covers, or per-
haps a copy of one from an exhibit or sale, includ-
ing those in Table 1, please send a copy of both 
sides to me.  If more unlisted covers or the miss-
ing plate position three are found on cover then an 
updated list of Luria covers could be printed in the 

future. 

Scans of 150 dpi of front and back are good 
enough for a census but 300 dpi are often needed 
of the F3 stamps to determine plate positions and 
to read the manuscript numbers on the front and 
back written in crayon. As some of the pictures of 
the stamps with numbers listed in Table 1 are too 
imprecise to be 100% certain of their plate posi-
tions better 300 dpi copies of these covers would 

also be appreciated. 

Schay, in 1961, (and probably Helme after he 
bought the Schay estate) was the last person that 
we know of who had full uncut sheets of F3 and 
F4 but they have not yet been located.  If you have 
these sheets or could give a tip on when they were 
last seen it would be appreciated.  If found high 
quality copies could be printed in a future issue of 

COPACARTA. 

To make plate position identification easier I 
am happy to email the scans of the Schay F3 
sheet, in black and white, from his article and the 
Brid F3 plated sheet, in color. Please email me at 
sosahill@hotmail.com with “Luria Plate Posi-
tion” as the Subject and mention which sheet, or 

both, that you need. 

 

TYPE 
Position 

Number 
Characteristics 

 
a 

 
1 

Smudge in upper left part and 
breaks in lower left part of 
vertical stroke of “R” 

   
4 

Damage in lower part of “A” 
in CENTAVOS and frame 
underneath; dash over the “0” 
of the sign. 

  6 No period or dash after CEN-

TAVOS 

   
7 

Break in inner frame line 
above “R”; very short right 
stroke of “N” of the sign. 

  9 Upper serif of right stroke of 
“N” in CENTAVOS broken. 

b 2 Distance between “N” and 
“T” in CENTAVOS normal. 

   
10 

“N” and “T” of CENTAVOS 
squeezed together; vertical 
stroke of “N” bent to the left. 

c 3 Inner frame under “R” broken 

   
5 

Break in double frame line 
under COLOMBIA between  
”C” and ”O”.  Curved frame 
line over right “10” broken 
up. 

   
11 

Break in frame under “E” in 
CENTAVOS; period after 

COLOMBIA 

   
12 

Vertical scratch through frame 
and “C” of COLOMBIA; 
generally double framed line 
over CENTAVOS fused into 
one heavy line. 

Table 6. F3  Plating Guide. 
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Colombia issued on October 11, 1956 a set of 
two stamps (a 5¢ black and a 15¢ blue for airmail 
service) depicting the Columbus Memorial Light-
house in the Dominican Republic (fig. 1). The de-
sign was made by Prof. Mosdossy, and the photo-

printing by the State Printing House in Vienna.  

A first day cancellation was applied, and its 
FDC is available in the market from time to time 
(fig. 2). To this point all could be labeled as usual 
and standard. Later, in December 1957 the local 
Postal Administration needed urgently a 3¢ stamp 
for its special ‘Extra-Rapido” service., and con-
tacted the Austria National Printing Facilities. 
Soon it was evident that the only way for a quick 

delivery of the required stamps was to modify and 
reuse the still available plate of the Columbus 3¢ 

black.  

The emergency procedure as carried out and 
a 3¢ extra-rapido green stamp– which happened to 
portray the Columbus design—was offered for 
sale on January 8, 1958. There was neither the 
usual announcement nor the traditional FDC. Nev-
ertheless a first day cancellation was affixed at 
Bogotá’s central post office that day to anybody 

requesting it. It is believed that few people, mostly 
related to the general post office, got such cancel-
lation. The local specialized catalogs do not even 
register the date of issuance or the existence of 
this cancellation that is estimated to exist in no 

more that one hundred copies.  

The three stamps are offered as a single set, 
and sometimes the FDCs carry all three but check-
ing them closely it can be seen that the cancella-
tion never touches the green stamp. Do not be dis-
appointed. Remember it was born almost two 

years later than its brothers.  

Colombian Columbus Issues 

Manuel Espejo 

Fig. 2. FDC of the 1956 issue with cachet by the Club 

Filatélico de Bogotá.  

Fig. 1. Three stamps of the Columbus Lighthouse issue. 

The 3¢ black and 15¢ blue were issued in 1956. The 3¢ 

green extra-rapido did not appear until 1958. 
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 I listed the pre-1950 postal substations in Pa-
nama City in an article in the December 2000 CO-
PACARTA. The recorded markings from those 
substations were included in the handbook of Pa-

nama postal markings to 1950 published in 2003. 

A cover recently sold on Ebay documents the 
existence of another postal substation in 1916 lo-
cated on the grounds of the Exposicion Nacional.  
Little information is now available concerning that 
exposition which was apparently held to com-
memorate the opening of the Panama Canal.  By 
googling the term I found that the area where the 
exposition was held is next to the Bella Vista area 
of the city.  I recall that when I was stationed in the 
Canal Zone from 1949-1953 there were Panama 
city busses which showed Exposicion as their des-

tination. 

The cover is illustrated nearby. It was mailed 

26 Mar 1916 P.M. as official mail with the hand-
stamp of the Direccion General of the Exposicion 
and also a duplex handstamp of the postal substa-
tion at the exposition. The cover is addressed to 
Mr. August Busck of the Smithsonian Institution. 
The reverse of the cover has a transit handstamp of 
the main Panama post office dated 27 Mar 1916, 
indicating that the cover was mailed to the ad-

dressee and not handed back. 

August Busck was a Dane who immigrated to 
the U.S. and was employed 
by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. He was a lead-
ing lepidopterist and made 
many trips to Latin Amer-
ica to collect specimens 
which are now in the 
Smithsonion. It is unclear 
whether Mr. Busck was 
visiting Panama to conduct 
a study during the dry sea-
son  or whether the cover 
was sent to him in Wash-
ington D.C. Figure 1 shows 
the front of the cover and 
Figure 2 is a copy of the 

exposition postmark. 

New Panama City Postal Marking Recorded 
Jim Cross 

  

Fig. 2.  

Exposition 

postmark.  

Fig. 1. 1916 cover from the National Exposition of Panama 

Copacarta on DiskCopacarta on DiskCopacarta on DiskCopacarta on Disk    

The first twenty three volumes of COPACARTA are available on disk for $20 + $1  postage in the USA 
and $2 from foreign addresses. Write Joseph Hahn at 1015 Old Boalsburg Road, Apt. G-5, State Col-
lege PA 16801-6149. Or, email Joe at  Joehahn2@yahoo.com. You may pay with Paypal.  
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The following excerpts are drawn from the 

report of Edmund W. P. Smith which was pub-

lished in the Reports from the Consuls of the 

United States, No. 82, August 1887, and published 

by the Government Printing Office in Washington, 

pp. 374-378.  

————————————— 

International Shipping 

Germany has just established a new line of 
steamers between Hamburg and Colombian and 

Venezuelan ports.  

The British steamship companies, composed 
of the Royal Mail, Harrison, and West Indian an 
Pacific lines, have increased their service in these 
waters. So have the French companies, and now 
comes the Spanish Transatlantic line of steamers, 
which has established a bimonthly service be-
tween Spanish, Cuban, and Colombian ports, con-
necting with its New York and Havana line. The 
carrying trade between the United States and this 
Republic aas heretofore been done by a British 
line of steamers — a most unpopular and unsatis-
factory monopoly. The Atlas line, plying between 
New York and Colombian ports, is a corporation 
grown enormously rich in this trade, and has be-
come so powerful that to compete with it requires 
a well-organized company with plenty of money 

to back it. There have been several lines started in 
opposition to it, but they did not last long, the At-

las Company having the longest purse. 

There is strong talk of the establishment of an 
American line of steamers between New York, 
New Orleans, and Colombian ports. I am quite 
satisfied that such a route would in the end pay 
handsomely, but it must come prepared to loose 
money for the first six months, as it would take 
that time to convince the Colombian shippers that 
it was strong enough to compete with the British 
line. The projectors of the proposed line have gone 
so far as to ask a subsidy from the Colombian 
Government. I understand this Government has 
indicated its willingness to grant a subvention to 
this line, and a bill to authorize the same has al-
ready passed a second reading in the House of 

Representatives (pp. 375-376).  

The Routes to Colombia 

These are by the Pacific Mail from New York 
to Colon, where the connection is made with the 
Spanish Royal Mail (Cunard) and Atlas lines for 
the ports of Carthagena and Savanilla. From either 
Savanilla or Barranquilla, which is the river port 
of Savanilla, or Carthagena, a river steamer can be 
taken direct for Honda, which is the river port for 
Bogotá. The fare from Carthagena or Barranquilla 
to Honda is $50. The best rate to the celebrated 
diggings of “Choco” on the Atrato River is via 
Carthagena, which is the port of entry for said 
river. The fare from here to the “Choco” district, 
of which the mining town of Quibdo is the center, 

Shipping and River Transportation in Colombia in 1886 

Edmund W. P. Smith  
United States Consulate, Cartagena, Colombia, December 28, 1886 

1885 cover mailed on board the S.S. Alene, then 

owned by the Atlas Steamship Company.  

1904 cover carried by the Hanburg Amerika Line.  
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is $50 by steamer.  

Passage can be taken in the Atlas steamers 
also from New York for Colombian ports,1 but as 
the boats of this line stop a number of days in 
Kingston, and from there go to Colon before com-
ing here, the route by the Pacific Mail is much 
more expeditious and convenient. Passage to Co-
lombia can also be obtained by the Red D line 
from New York to Curaçao, and from there to Sa-
vanilla and Carthagena by the German Royal 
Mail, Harrison, West Indian, and Pacific lines of 

steamers (pp. 377-378). 

Steamboats on Colombian Rivers 

When I came here [1878] the Colombians 
were buying river steamers in the United States. 
They never thought of going to England for light-
draught stern-wheel steamers — to a country 
where there are no navigable streams suited for 
boats of that class…. Colombians now prefer and 
a giving their orders for English-built boats in 

preference to those made in the United States.  

Repeated attention was called in reports from 
this consulate that the American boats were not 
giving the satisfaction they should. The English-
built boats consume less fuel, cost less, and are 
lighter built. Take the Dique Steamboat Company 
that runs light-draught steamers between this port 
and Honda, the head of navigation on the lower 
Magdalena River. The first steamer of this com-

pany was built in the United States. It could run 
very fast, but consumed an enormous quantity of 
fuel and carried but a small cargo. The second 
boat was build in England; it runs as fast as the 
one built in the United States, consumes half the 
quantity of fuel, and costs just one-half the money 
paid for the American boat. The result has been 
that American-built boats are at a discount here, 
and the English boat-builders are receiving numer-

ous orders. 

Within the past three years the Dique Steam-
boat Company has purchased three steamers from 
Yarran & Co., of London. It is safe to estimate 
that over a quarter of a million of dollars have 
been lost to American steamboat-builders within 
two years by their apparent indifference to the 
wants of the steamboat trade of Colombian rivers. 
The Americans know that they can and do build 
rive steamers better than the English, but unfortu-

nately the Colombians don’t know it…. (374).  

On the great Magdalena River nearly thirty 
river steamers are now plying. The other rivers in 
Colombia, almost equal in commercial importance 
to the Magdalena namely, the Atrato and Sinu, 
will soon have lines of steamers operating upon 
them. A company, heavily subsidized by the Co-
lombian government, and partly American, will 
shortly place three steamers on the Atrato and 
Sinu Rivers. This company, although desiring to 
have its boats built in the United States, I am 
afraid will give the contract to an English boat-

builder (375). 

Preble, Geo. Henry (1883). A Chronological History of 
the Origin and Development of Steam Navigation, 

1543—1882. L. R. Hamersly & Co., Philadelphia.  

1) In 1882 Atlas Line steamers left New York every 
fourteen days for Kingston, Jamaica, Savanilla, Cartha-
gena, and Colon, Aspinwall, from whence they return 

direct to New York.  (Preble 1883: 373). 

Port of Giradot about 1920. Giradot was the main port 

for the upper Magdalena above the rapids at Honda. 

Goods for the upper Magdalena were transshipped by 

land between the two river ports. 

Cargo boat on the Sinu River. Such boats continued to 
carry a large amount of cargo even after steamboats 

were introduced.  



COPACARTA                                 Volume 26, No.  3                                      March 2009 

19 

In COPACARTA Vol. 26 No. 2 pages 33-34, 
December 2008 there was an article on the Colom-
bian Leper Colonies in 1890. In this context in 
1904 the Department of Cundinamarca issued a 
set of cigarette tax revenue stamps. They are in-
scribed Renta de San Lazaro (San Lazaro income) 
and Salvemonos de la Lepra (protection against 
leprosy) clearly indicating the proceeds of the tax 
would be used to combat leprosy. The first stamp 
in the set is the only Colombian revenue known to 
the author to be denominated in milesimos de peso 
oro, that is thousandths of a gold currency peso or 
tenths of a centavo. The following is a listing of 

the issue. 

1904 Litho.  Imprint LIT. J.L. ARANGO -  
MEDELLIN COL. perf. 12   39x15 mm.   
(fig. 1) 

8m.  lilac 
a.  purple 
b.  purple/pelure 

3c.  red 
5c.  blue 
10c orange-brown 
20c green (shades) 

a.  imperf. horizontally 
50c  bistre 

a.  left 50 as 5C 
1P black 

 
In the following year the lowest value, still in 

milesimos, was reissued in an altered design with-

out Salvemonos de la Lepra. 

1905 Litho. No imprint. perf. 12 38x15 mm.   
(fig. 2) 

8m.  lilac 

a.  purple 

This stamp exists in two types. One has a 
plate scratch running from the left hand 8 to the O 
of DEPARTAMENTO whilst the other is without 
the scratch. The scratched plate seems to be com-

moner. 

As far as the author is aware these Cundina-
marca revenue stamps are the only Colombian 
ones specifically devoted to raising funds to com-

bat leprosy. 

Cundinamarca: Leprosy Tax Stamps 

Alan D. Anyon 

 
Fig. 1. 3¢ value of the 

1904 issue. 

Fig. 2. 8m value of 

the 1905 issue. 

Second Edition—Panama Postal Markings Handbook  
  

Work has begun on a second edition of this handbook which will include markings used before 
1951 which have been reported since the first edition was published . It also will include markings used 
between 1951 and 1980.  The draft already includes over 700 markings not included in the first edition. 

Any members who purchased the first edition and have since found additional markings or earlier 
or later uses than those shown are urged to contact me at jimacross@cts.com or by mail at P.O. Box 
2245, El Cajon CA 92021. I would appreciate full-size scans or photocopies of the covers on which the 
markings appear.  I am especially interested in special first day cover markings for stamps issued be-
tween 1964 and 1980 and town postmarks and registration markings on covers mailed between 1975 
and 1980. Publication of the handbook is tentatively scheduled to coincide with our 2010 general meet-
ing at NAPEX…..  Jim Cross 



COPACARTA                                 Volume 26, No.  3                                      March 2009 

20 

There is precious little mail from Colombia to 
other South American countries at the beginning 

of the twentieth century.  

Mail from Colombia to Chile or anywhere 
else on the west coast of South America is, to say 
the least, a bit unusual. Thus, it caught my atten-
tion when not one but two registered covers to 

Chile appeared on Ebay on January 28, 2009.  

Both originated in Bogotá. The first, Lot 
360127591206 (fig. 1), was mailed on July 25 by 
Antonio Rincon, the well known philatelist who 
continued to utilize his stock of fluvial envelopes. 
He paid 20¢ postage by adding two stamps of the 
1903 series to the back of the envelope in addition 
to the registration fee that was paid by a 20¢ 
brown registration stamp. The stamps were can-
celled by a double ring duplex from section 4a in 
Bogotá. It passed through Santiago on 17 Sep 
1903 — 54 days in transit. “16” was written in red 
crayon at the bottom of the envelope. It sold for 

$52.69. There were six bidders. 

The second cover (fig. 2) was addressed by a 

different hand. It too originated in Bogotá but was 
directed to Simache via Valparaiso. The letter 
passed through Barranquilla where it received a 
“recomendados” transit mark. Then on to Panama 
were it received a Panama transit mark on  the 20 
something of November. It reached Valparaiso on 
19 Dec 1903. A second Valparaiso mark is illegi-
ble. In Valparaiso it received a registration transit 
label which certainly adds to the attractiveness of 
the cover. It was probably the recipient who dock-
eted the envelope 27 Dec 1903 on the back. It sold 

for $31.02. There were five bidders.  

The difference in the way the two letters were 
handled, or at least marked, in Colombia is quite 
striking. The letter to Simache passed through 
Barranquilla and Panama, receiving the appropri-

ate transit marks in each case.  

The letter to Santiago did not receive those 
marks. It may have been carried to the Pacific port 
of Buenaventura over the miserable trails that ex-

isted at the time.  

 

Colombia to Chile in 1903 

Thomas P. Myers 

Fig. 1. July 1903 registered letter to Chile.  

Fig. 2. November 1903 registered letter to Chile.  
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nn 95 Panama dealer

Other____________________

STUDY CIRCLES. Check all those you would like to join.

nn Colombia Postal Markings             nn Colombia Locals & Cinderellas

nn Colombia 1886-1903                    nn Panama 1887-1950

nn Colombia Revenues                     nn Panama Postal markings

I would be willing to coordinate a study circle in the following area:

_________________________________________________________

        



) Mail bid sales of specialized material. Only members may consign material

to these sales. The current commission for consignors is 10%. There is no buyer's

commission. Proceeds go to the publication fund used to publish specialized 

handbooks.

) Study circles to promote research and permit members to communicate with 

others sharing a common interest. Current study circles are listed on the application

form. Study circle members  contribute to ongoing research. Completed results of

such research are published in COPACARTA for the benefit of all members.

) Members may place a free ad once a year in our journal.

) A web site www.copaphil.org with links to useful references and an e-mail list

for notification of time-dated news of interest.

Annual dues are $13 for members with mailing addresses in the United States, $15 

in Canada and $18 for members in other parts of the world. Overseas applicants may

pay dues in US dollars with a credit card via Paypal to Copaphilusa@aol.com adding

a Paypal fee of $1 to  pay dues for one year or $2 to pay dues for 2 or 3 years.The

membership year is from July 1 through June 30. Members joining during the year

receive all of the back issues of COPACARTA for the year in which they join.

Members are invited to make contributions to our publication fund; those making a

contribution of at least $5 per year are recognized as contributing members.

To apply for membership 
complete the attached application, 

detach it and mail it 
together with a check or money order 

for at least one year's dues in U.S. funds to: 

COPAPHIL, 
c/o Allan Harris 

26997 Hemmingway Ct. 
Hayward, CA 94542-2349

Annual dues are $13 to mailing addresses in the United States, $15 in Canada and 
$18 for members in other parts of the world. Overseas applicants may pay dues in
US dollars with a credit card via Paypal to Copaphilusa@aol.com adding a Paypal fee
of $1 to pay dues for one year or $2 to pay dues for 2 or 3 years. The membership
year is from July 1 through June 30. Members joining during the year receive all of
the back issues of COPACARTA for the year in which they join. Members are invited
to make contributions to our publication fund; those making a contribution of at
least $5 per year are recognized as contributing members. 

To apply for membership complete this application and mail it together with 
a check or money order for at least one year's dues in U.S. funds to: COPAPHIL, 
c/o Allan Harris 26997 Hemmingway Ct, Hayward, CA 94542-2349

Last Name ______________________________FirstName____________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

City & State__________________________________________________________

Zip/CityCode_________________________________________________________

Country _____________________________________________________________

E-mail_______________________________________________________________  

Web site ___________________________________________________

I ( Do nn ) ( Do Not nn ) want my mailing address published in the membership 
directory.

I ( Do nn ) ( Do Not nn ) want my e-mail address published in the membership 
directory.

Your Other Philatelic Society Memberships

_________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

(Please see other side)

copaphil 
COLOMBIA PANAMA PHILATELIC STUDY GROUP

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION


