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REPORT FROM PACIFIC 97
by Jim Cross

PACIFIC 97 is now history and it will be
another decadc before the next FIP pawonized
international show in North Amenica. | armived st
the show at 9:00 AM. on opening day. Affer a
short wait to pet my society representative badge,
[ found our society table . We had decided not 10
man the table on opening day, as all of our
members amending were eager to visit their
favonitc bourse dealers. ! taped a number of
notices to members to the 1mble top announcing our
plans and put ocut the sign-in sheet and
membership applications. | noticed that our sign
read only COPAPHIL and was able to pet o
changed to show the full society pame. Unlike
MEPSL our acronym is not wetl enough known to
be understood by members of the public.

The show was held in two large hails located
an opposite sides of the street. There 15 a wide
lobby under the strect connecting the two halls, but
the walk 1s about a block long. This distance was
to prove to be a major demriment. Although the
show orgamzers tnied thewr best to get visitors to go
to both halls {the nonth hall had not only the
society tables, but also the Court of Honor, the
postal stationery, aerophitately and children's
cxhibits and a number of major dealers including
Subway Siamp Co, the only booth selling supplies
at the show), probably not more than 20-25% of
those attending ever came to that hall. Very few
members of the peneral public came by our booth,
As a result we signed up only 4 new members at
the show, compared with 35 at AMERIPEX ten
years ago. All organizations had a simlar
experiences and many of them left their booths
unmanned Jor long periods during the show. Many
of our members present only came by the booth
once to sign their names,

Special (hanks are due to Debby Friedman,
Alan Anyon, Lverett Johnson, Tom Edison and
Larry Crain who helped me man the booth during
the show. Thirty-four members signed the register
and at least threc others are known 1o have
attended. These included:

FROM EL'ROPE
Paul Weda - Netherlands
Stephen Forstreuter - Switzerland

Eugene Langlas - France
Brian Moorhouse, Alan Anvon - England

FROM CANADA
Bill Bartlett, Andrew Cromn, Ken Rowe

FROM LATIN AMERICA
Huyo Goggel. Bernd Sander, Felipe Taro,

and Jaira Londono- Colombia
George Maler - Fcuador
Thomas Faistauer - Brazil

FROM CALIFORNIA
Jim Cross, Wallace Crwg, Tomn Edison
Gary La Crosse, Geoff Purkis, Everen Jofinson.
Wayne Menuz, David Leeds, Richard Salfz.

Alten Harns, im Cannon, Robert D’Elia

FROM THE REST OF THE UNITED STATES.
Robert Dietz - New Mexico
Larry Cram - Oregon
Debby Friedman, Sergio Sismondo - New York
Gary Weiss, Jonathan Topper - Texas
James Faught - Missoun
*ichael Bane - Michipan
Biil Walton - New Jersey
Biil Weich - Pennsylvania
Ken Adams - Colorado
Joseph Geraci - Virginia
Ouwr first program was conducted by Alex

Rendon. He showed shdes and discussed early

Colombta airmails and classic stamps with an

audience of 15 Seme notes from his presentation

follow:

»  Three hundred copies of the Knox Martin
atrmail were prepared, not 200, Alex proved
this by studying the 30 known copies of the
vaniety Cla. The three sheets from which they
came include one well-centered. one centered
te the left and one centered to the right.

» There are 18 copies of Cla on cover. | used
on piece and |1 mint copies. About 160 used
copies of C! exist. The most remarkable is a
on a8 post card addressed to Marnn's mother.

»  CCNA jssues. The issucs with 30¢ surcharpes
are not contemporary. All of the Medellin
cancels on C11 are unflown souvenirs.

«  SCADTA. A slide was shown of a cover from
the first return fhight. The first 30c surcharge
was prepared for the May 2. 1922 second

flight.
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= The first registered aimmail letter was camed
on 21 Dec 1921 with a provisional “R"”
handstamp on a 20 centavos stamp. SCADTA
was apparcntly not ininally prepared to handle
incoming registered mail. A slide was shown
of a cover of the 20¢ 1923 issue variety with
“R" in black only. Only about six covers are
known. A slide of cne of two known covers
with a handstamped “A" overpning and a red R
was shown.

»  Slides were shown of 2 number of the classic
pieces including the unique sheet of 54 of the
S¢ with the erroneous 20c transfer punched
out. a shect of the 10c from |868 showing
both types of the stamp on the same sheet, a
10c¢ cover from Buenaventura to NY which is
probably unique and several bisects on cover.

*  Aslide was shown of the 1881 5¢ postmarked
1 Jul 1881 from Colon. one of two known
FDC of this issue. Alex discussed the 1881
postal rates for foreign lefters which were 5¢
frem 1 Jul to 31 Oct. 7c from | Nov o 31
Dec and #0c from 1 Jan 1882, He estimates
that there are no morc than 20 covers showing
the 7 centavo rare.

« A slide was shown of an 1865 letter from
Santa Marta with both the “A™ and “R™
stanmps.

= A slide was shown of a unique provisional 50c¢
cubierta made by using an 1879 50c green
stamp on laid paper on a locally prepared form
from Rio Nepro.

» A slide was shown of one of the few true uses
of the 1910 Independence issue registration
stamp on cover.

Alex concluded by discussing and showing
slides of various types of Colombia “back of the
book™ material which can be collected.

The Monday membership meeting was
attended by !3 members and one guest. The editor
conducted the meeting which discussed current
COPAPHIL activities including mail bid sales, the
reference collection, the postal history mventory,
the scrapbook of postal markings and revisions of
catalog listings. [t was announced that a new
printer will be used for the color page in
COPACARTA in an attempt to get more authentic
color, The added cost will be offset by only
inciuding color pages in selected issues. Other
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topics mentoned were the 1998 peneral meeting

and the library. An effort will be made to

reachvate the dormant bibliography project with
the poal of publishing a Colombia hibliograpy as
soon as possible. At the close of the meeting Jim

Cross showed celor photocopies of the two recent

Panama second issue finds {pictured in this issue)

and pages of Panama covers from is collection of

[886-1899 postal history.

Our sccond program was similar to the first,
but with new speakers and different slides. Alex
Rendon was unavailabie and Hupo Gogpel pave
the first part of the presentation. Unfortunately this
presentation was attended by only five individuals.
Those members that werzs at the show and did not
attend missed a very interesting experience.
Highlights of Hugo's presentation were:

+ A shde of the 1859 5¢ violet stone 1, the
largest multiple 5x2 ex-Hubbard.

* A slide of the 1859 20¢ in stone of 5c. one of
three or four known examples, ex-Londoifio.

= The sheet size of the 1859 10c was L1l x 5,
proved by two large overfapping blocks.

+ A shide of a 10c cover from Medetlin to Rio
Mepro. the only known cover with the dated
Medeitin rectangular cancel.

s Smudy shows that the 1859 10¢ red brown was
the first stone. while the 10c yellow buff was
printed from a second stone.

« A glide was shown of the 1860 5¢ lilac. Very
few multiples are known of this stamp. while
more multiples of the 5¢ gray are found.

+  Hugo discusscd 1861 postal rates. For a short
peniod the rate for mail from one state to
another state within Colombia was 15
cemavos. In answer to a qucsnon Hugo
indicated that the | 05 pcsos franking found
on a cover could be a multiple of that rate [t
might have paid the postage to the port. {See
COPACARTA June 1994 p88.)

= A slide was shown of a used strip of 3 of the
1861 10¢, the largest known multiple. No mint
multiples have been recorded of this stamp.

o The sheet size of the 186] 5¢ was 6x9 proven
by a vertical smp of 9 in the currem
CORINPHILA auction.

»  The sheet size of the 1862 issue was probably
small. because there are an unuwsually larpe
number of margin copies.



COPACARTA

s A slide was shown of the 1863 20¢ strip of 7
including the transfer ot the 50c. Hugo told
the story of how this smip was purchased by
Brigitte Kaplan in a [ondon auchon and then
stoden before it was shipped to her and how it
was finally recovered and became part of her
collection. He mentioned that two other strips
of three of this error have been recorded.

« A slide was shown of a unique use of the 1866
10 pesos stamp on a cover dated 2 Jul 67
cancelted MEDELLIN DE OFICIO.

¢ A slide was shown of the Larsen reconstructed
sheet of the 1861 | peso stamp which is now
it Hugo's exhibit. He pointed out that while
each stamp on the sheet has characteristics
which show it is different from the others, the
actual positions which each occupied on the
sheet have not been determined.

In the second part of the program Debby
Friedman discussed and showed shides of items
from her SCADTA airmail cellection includin:

»  The sheet size of the first SCADTA stamp was
6 x 8, while the pane of the second SCADTA
stamp was 8 x 4 with two panes on the
sheet. The quantities shown in the Gebauer
handbook are only approximaie as they are not
multiples of the sheet size.

» A slide was shown of a cover from the first
flight 22 Oct 1921 from Barranquilla to
Cartagena. The darc of the first fiight from
Barranquilla to Santa Marta 15 unknown.

* A slide was shown of a 20c surcharge
corrected to 30c flown on the 19 Dec 1921
flight. A slide was shown of the wide spacing
on the 30c surcharge. The catalog lisaing for
Scott C23 is misleading.

= Bisects of SCADTA stamps were used from
1921 to the end of the SCADTA penod.
Slides were shown of covers with seven
different hisects of 1923 issue stamps with
dencminations up to the 30 centavos.

+ A slide was shown of the double surcharpe of
30 centavos on 60 centavos. One strip of five
received this double surcharge.

»  Slides were shown of two SCADTA covers
with manuscript paid markings used when no
stamps were available.

= A slide was shown of a scarce SCADTA
facing sheet showing how mail was packaged.,

* A shide was shown of an 1929 first flight
cover fram Barranquilla to Panama. Only five
covers have been recorded.
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« A slide was shown of a 1929 New York to
Bogota Mendez flight cover. Perhaps less than
five exist.

« A slide was shown of a May 16, 1929 letter
which showed that SCADTA was offenng to
sell flight covers to the public.

*» A slide was shown of an Aerogiro, a
SCADTA money order. Six fypes are known.
A slide showed the back of a SCADTA ticket
envelope with the rules for sending Aerogiros.

= A slide was shown of a provisional Mcjia
marking on cover from the U.S. It has a boxed

T 0:20,

» A slide was shown of the earliest recorded use
of the 30c cuter envelope in 1922, Very few
50c enveiopes are known. There are two types
of instructions found mside the flap.

»  Debby discussed the use of the SCADTA post
cards from Mexico. Many were sent by onc
Flores in Monterrey, Mexico to Bamard
Wilson Shaw in Bogota giving project
progress reporis..

« A slide was shown of the 1P machine
overprint G.B. showing a double impression.

+  Slides were shown of covers sent from Leticia
during the border conflict with Peru.

Several of cur members present had officiat
duties with other organizations. Joseph Gerac) was
working at the booth of the U.S. Postal Museum
which had a fine display including material
relating io the first U.S, stamps of 1847 Bill
Welch was as usual busy with the A P.S. booth.
Bill Bartlett was working with the Canada Post
booth. Alan [Marris was a commirted volunteer in
the youth activities area.

There were five Colombia exhibits and one
Panama exhibit at the show. In addition there was
mierestng Colombia material in an exhibit entitled
“Early Birds™ which had rwelve pages of the 1876
condor issue material and in George Maier's postal
history exhibit of “The Audiencia de Quito " Bob
D’Elia’s “Classic Ecuador” was displayed in the
Court of Honor and the “Canal Zone Gems”
cxhibit in the Court of Honor prepared by our
member David Leeds included several interesting
Panama forerynners. The exhibits are discussed in
a separate article in this issue.

The Panama collections of Dr. James Helme
were being offered as a single private treaty lot by
Shreve Auctions. | was able to examinc and take
notes about a pan of the collection which are
summarized elsewhere in this issue.
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COLOMBIA AND PANAMA EXHIBITS AT PACIFIC 97
by Jim Cross

There were five Celombia exhibits and ong
"anarna exhibit in the show. The Colombia postal
stationery exhibit of Debby Friedman was the only
repeater from CAPEX. The material shown
included a wide array of the different types of
inaterial that can he exhibited from our arca of
interest, but overall the exhibits of ocur area were
not nearly as strong as thosc shown cleven yeanrs
apo at AMERIPEX and this was reflected n the
medal levels awardd.

Augusto Peinado showed eight frames of
Anttoguia. This is an excellent exhibit which
deservedly received a gold medal. The showing of
the firse issue includes a mine pair and |1 used
copies of the 2 ¢ stamp, 1 mint and 15 used
copies of the 5¢ stan. 11 used copies of the 10c
stamp and 2 mint and 17 used copees of the 1 peso
stamp. [n the 1879 issue there are 16 examples of
the 2 Yo on pelure paper (Scott 24a) and 13 copies
of the 10¢ on pelure paper (Scott 28). There is
similar coverage of all of the early issues. A full
sheet of the 50c stamp of the 1873 issue is shown.
There are a total of 21 covers in the exhibit
including a cover with a postal forgery of the 2 Y
stamp of the 1869 1ssue used to Zaragoza, an 1886
cover with the 2 1/2c brown on blue pius the 1
peso stamp ulso addressed to Zaragoza and an
1891 c¢over on which an 1886 brown on bluc
franked a letter from Yarumal to Gustavo
Michelson in Hamburg. This cover bears a French
paguebot cancel 24 Dec 1891, The departmental
stamps were not supposed to have been used on
forcign mail. but this cover was accepted without
postage due.

Jairo Londono cxhibited cight frames of
Panama thru 1903. This is an interesting collection
which contains a number of outstanding covers,
some of which are described here and others in the
description of the Helme collections whech
follows. Tt begins with a three pre-stamp covers
with Panama markings. one with the circular
PANAMA FRANCO in red. another with
PANAMA DEBE 15 in red and a third with
PANAMA DEBF 20 in red plus DE
ULTRAMAR. The latter 15 a stamped cover from

Peru. There 15 alse a cover with the circular
COLON FRANCA in red. The collection then
shows the Panama stamp issucs with covers
illustrating their use. There is a previously unseen
second issuc cover with a pair of the 5¢ and a
cover with a late use of the second tssue ¢ from
Colon with five of the 5 centavos stamps. one of
which was used as an A/R stamp and canceled
with A R. COLON/ COLOMBIA. With the 5¢
cover in the Court of Honor this brings the
number of recorded 5¢ covers to eleven. The
exhibit includes a good range of uses of the | thru
20c values of the third Panama issue including a
unusuzl registered cover from David described
later.

However, the exhibit must have given a
serious problem to the jury as it does not conform
to the FIP standards for international shows. It was
exhibited in eight frames and it is apparent that it
was difticult to fill those frames. Six frames were
one pape short. Although the exhibit was entered
in the tradinonal phiately class it showed pre-
stamp covers and a full frame of Colombian postal
stationery used in Panama, both of which are out
of place in a tradirional philately exhibie. The
stamp 1ssues were shown first with examples of
their use as expected m fraditional philately.
followed by frames showing the postal markings
of Panama and Colon. a suitable topic for a postal
history exhibit, but out of place in traditionai
philately. There was considerable redundancy in
the exhibit with almost identical covers showat in
the stamp presentation and later in the postal
markings scction. Picture posicards were shown
one to a page with reproductions of the post card
views. The exhibit received a large vermeil award.

Ken Rowe exhibifed his Colombia 1908
Numerals lssue in traditional philately. This
exhibit was shown non-competitively at CAPEX.
it is a model of what can be done with a 20th
cenfury issue in that class. Ken's research on the
different lithopraphic stenes and different printings
and perforarions of the stamps of this issue have
been published previously in this journal The
exhibi shows these and includes a wide range of
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uses on cover paying different postage rates.
Covers with the 10 and 20 centavos stamps of
these issoes are not plentiful, but Ken's exhubit
inciudes several desirablc examples. This exhibit
recetved a large vermetl award

Debby Friedman exhibited five frames of
Colombia postal statronery which received a
vermeil muedal. This exhibit is  essennally
enchanged from that shown at CAPEX 96 and its
contents were described in the December 1996
ISS0E.

Bernd Sander cxhibited Colombian Postat
Markings in the Postal History class. The extubn
concentrated on markings used on stamps of the
classic issues, but included markings used to 1881,
Many of the markings found on stamps were the
Class V1 markimgs of the pre-philatelic penied.
Bernd showed examples of many of these on
stampless covers and then on stamps. One of the
most intercsting items was a display of the
BOGOTA FRANCA handstamp on stamps of the
first issue. The exhibit shows this handstamp on all
values of the issue except the 2 ¥ centavos stamp
on which il has not been recorded. This handstamp
was was only used on stamps for a brief peniod
before it was replaced by other Bogota
handstamps. As pre-1881 covers from Colombia
are not common, the exhibit necessarily included
many markings on loose stamps only. I included
a good section of the numeral markings which are
popular with collectors in Colombia. This exhibit
received a vermeil award.

Dieter Bortfeldt showed A Study of Selected
Stamps of Colombia” in the traditional philately
class. This study covered the 1863 10 centavos
stamp, the 1866 10 centavos stamp, the 1868 50
cendavos stamp. and the 1876 condor stamps. The
exhibit was concemed primarily with identifying
different pnntings stones and printings. Some of
the studics have been pubtished in this journal . The
five frame exhibit included only a timited number
of mulnples including threc half sheets and no
cxamples of vse of the stamps on covers were
included. The exhibit received a large silver award.

The “Early Birds"” exhibit which received a
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gold award incleded Colombian condor issues
alonp with Mexican cagles and other classic issues
featunng birds in thewr design. The Colombian
portion was 12 pages. It included a complete mint
sheet of Stone B of the 5 centavos stamp and a
runt bock of 60 of Stone ¢ on pelure paper and a
repant sheet of 50 on blue paper. Covers included
one with a Santa Marta de Oficio cancel, one with
a Buenaventura straight lime cancel, one with a
previously unrecorded 30 Aug 1881 double circle
datestamp with Colon EU. DE COLOMBIA in
the outer circlc. a pair on a cover with the comer
card of the Ferrocarnil de Antioquia mailed in
Puerto Bermie with 5 centavos U.S postage due.
one with a 10c and a 5¢ mailed 1o Louisville KY
with a pair of U S, Sc postape duc stamps, an [879
domestic cover to Bucaramanga with the 20c and
5c. and one with the 10c and 5¢ paying postage
due on an incoming letter from Jrance.

| have previously described George Maier's
exhibit of the Postal History of the Audicnciz de
Quifo in this journal. The Audiencia was a colonial
administrative and judicial sub-division under the
vice-toy. [ts exact boundanes were not specifically
delineated. but the Audiencta de Quito included
portions of what is now northern Peru as well as
the southern half of the what was the Department
of Cauca in 1900, George has what is probably
the finest holding of colonial covers from this part
of Colombia with a number of unique examples of
the postal markings used dunng the period.

The “Canal Zone Gems" exhibit in the Court
of Honor included three noteworthy Panama
forcrunners. One was a 24 Jun 1886 registered
cover from the French Canal Company in Panama
to Munich franked with Colombia 119 + F8. The
second was the 5 Jan 1888 cover from the French
Canal Company at Obispo to Pans. This item was
iHlustrated in the Tateliman handbook on the Canal
Zone. The third item was a May 1890 cover to
Paris showing a pair of the 1887-1888 issue 5
centavos stamps ot greenish with Colombia 11,
This is eleventh recorded cover showing use of the
5 centavos stamp and the earliest recorded use of
the Colombian late tee stamp in Panama.



SEFTEMBER 1997

COPACARTA

NOTES ON THE PANAMA REGISTERED MAIL AND

THIRD PANAMA ISSUE COLLECTIONS OF DR. JAMES B. HELME
by Jim Cross

The coltections of Dr. Helme bewng offered by
for private treaty sale by Shreve at PACIFIC 97
were packed in cight large cartons. The cartons
which | examined containcd several mounted
collections, numerous uamountcd stamps sorted
on stock cards, boxes of unmounted covers, and
loose sheets and other multiples, Time did not
permit examination of the entire property. Except
for a quick examination of the mounted covers of
the 1915-1920 pictorial issue in which 1 found ne
covers of the 50 centavos or 1 Balbea stamps, |
concentrated on pre-independence postal history
items, which have not been described in the
literature. Since | did not examine every box in
detail, [ cannot guarantee that there are no other
covers trom the period, cspecially unmounted
acquisitions for the registration collection.

The Panama registration system material was
lasi exhibited in Buenos Aires in 1985, Since then
the registered covers of the second Panama issue
have becn removed from the exhibit papes and
plaved in the second issue exhibit. Counting those

covers the Helme exhibit had 53 regisiered covers
dating prior to independence. The rwo earliest are
covers from the 1885 stamp shortage period. Both
show locally printed red perforated registration
labels on which registration numbers have been
added. [ have also tabulated the repistered covers
im my collection and in the Panama exhibit of Jairo
Londofio shown at Pacific 97. My collection
includes 1T registered covers and the Londodio
collection 17 giving a total of 81. Almaost half of
these, 40, originaled in the Panama post office, 25
originated in Colon, 15 in Bocas del Toro and 1 in
David. 70 of the covers are from foreign mail and
11 from internal mail. The Londofic cover sent
from Dawvid to Bamanguilla in 1903 with Scot
Panama F4 is, in my opinion, the most unusual
from this period.

The pre-independence period can be broken
down mte sub-peneds in which ditferent stanp
combinations were used. These are shown in the
following table with the number of covers known
from cach.

REGISTERED COVERS IN PANAMA COLLECTIONS OF HELME, CROSS & LONDONO
SUB-PERIOD YEARS PANAMA COLON BOCAS DA
H C L H C S H C L L
POST-UPU w/Scotl F7 1881-1883
POST-UPU wiScott F8 1883 -1888 1
STAMPLESS PROVISIONAL 1885 2
1887-8 |ssue wiScott Pan F1 1884 - 1892 1 1 i 1
1887 -8 Issue wiScott F9-10 1891 - 1883 1 1
1887 -8 Issue wiScott F11-F12 | 1893 - 1901 5 1
1892-5 Issue wiSeott Pan F1_ | 1892 1
1892-5 Issue wiScolt F9-F10 1892 - 1893 1 1
1892-5 issue wiScott F11-F12 | 1893 - 1801 3 4 2 1 4 2
1894 Surcharges wiF11-F12 1894 - 1895 | 4 1 i
1892-5 Issue WR Coton Prov i
1892-5 Issue w1901 Prov R 1900 ) &
1892-5 Issue w/Scott Pan F3 1900 1 2 3
1892-5 |ssue wiScott F11-F12 | 1900 - 1901 i 1 3
1892.5 tssue wiScott Pan F4 1901 - 1902 5 1 1 1
1892-5 issue wiScott Pan F5 1902 - 1803 1 1 1 1
1892-5 Issue wiF4 ms surch 1802 3
1892-5 Issue wiF 13 or F17 1803 1 1 i 4
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The three collections de not include a cover
with Colomhia Scont F7 which was used on the
special registration puostal stationery envelope. but
there is an 1881 cover from Colon in the “Early
Birds" collection exhibited at PACIFIC 97.

The Londoio cover with Colombia Scott F8
is dated 30 Dec 1887 and franked with three 20c
stamps of the 1883 issue and has Colon registry
number 2458 giving a pond count of the actvity
there in 1887 Covers n this peried can have
franking of stamps of either the 883 or 1886
Colombia issues. 1Javid Leeds showed an F8 cover
from Panama as part of the Canal Zone exhibit in
the PACIFIC 97 Court of Honor.

| may have missed one or more Panama covers
with second issue stamps and IYanama F1 in the
Helme exhibiL, as | recali him mentioming that he
had sevesal of them.

The second issue covers with Calombna F11
and 1742 are all 50 centavos covers from Colon. As
documented by Helme, the second issuc 50
centavos stamp continued to be used there until
independence.

The Helme third issue cover with Panama
Scont F1 shows that the F1 stamps in Colon had
not been used up when the third issue stamps were
put in use.

Helme had one cover front dated 12 Nov 1897
showing a third i1ssue 10 centavos stamp with an
R/COLON :wn circle handstamp paving the
registration fee.

The provisional “R™ overprint on 10 centavos
stamps was used for three davs in March 1900
while Scott Panama F3 was being pninted. Schaye
reported in 1961 that a few hundred of these
stamps were prepared and used. He illustrated a
local cover addressed to Seior Angelo Lupr with
registration number 2215, which 15 now in my
collection. Schay also stated he had examined
meces or lopse stamps with numbers 2096-2097,
2121, 2123 and 2240 and that number 2245 was
known on a Scott Panama F3.

The Helme collection contained five covers
with provisianal stamps with numbers 2021, 2041,
2068. 2212 and 2236 and a piece with 2128 His
notes state that he knew of the existence of seven
covers and seven loose stamps. The other two
covers of which he had a record are those in my
collection. The second 15 a Wo Kee cover fo San
Francisco reduced s the nght but showing the
registration stamp with aumber 2027, This is the
only known cover with this stamp from foreign
matl. While Schaye wrote that the covers were
non-philatelic because they went 1o different
addressees. it has to be assumed that most of the
domestic covers were, 1n fact, phlatelic given the
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scarcity of registered domestic cavers otherwise.
Only six other domestic covers are known from
the sevemieen years between 1886 and 1903, three
from Docas del Toro to Colon, the David cover
and two used from Panama. one to Colon and one
local drop letter.

According to Schay the penod of use of F3
ended in September 1900.  Five of the six
tabutated covers framked with F3 have idenhcal
franking of five 2 centavos stamps plus the
regismration stamp. sent 1o various addressees in
Europe Several hundred were apparcntly mailed
on the same day. These seem to be of philatelic
ongin, Dealers at Pacific 97 had at least a half
dozen similar covers in stock and one was offered
in our Mail Bid Sale 16. The ather cover in the
Londofio collection i1s addressed 1o a stamp degier.
but at least 15 from a different correspondence.

The next period shown on the chart is the
period between 1900 and (901 when Colombian
registration  stamps  were  again available.
According to Schay this period Jasted until
approximately August 1901

Panama F4 was in use from approximately
that daie until mid-Apnl 1902 when the postal rate
increase which occumred on T March 1902 in the
rest of Colombia was finallv implemenied 1
Panama. Notes in the Helme collection indicate
his belief that the rate increase took effect on 14
April 1902, [t led 10 the surcharging of Panama F4
to produce Panama FS. The Bocas del Toro 4
cover in the Helme collection is unique in thal it
shows use of two unsurchasged Fd stamps to pay
the 20 ceniavos rate. While Schay reported that
some F5 stamps were seat to Bocas del Toro. the
figures in the rable do not indicate that. The three
covers in the Helme collection mailed from Bocas
during the period show inanuscrnipt numerals
changing the value of the Scott F4 to 20 centavos.

Following the end of “The 1000 Days”
supplies of the Colombian 20 centavos registranon
stamps, both F13 and F17. were sent to Colomina
and were used until independence. Stocks on hand
at the hme were adeguate {0 to permit the vanous
provisional overprints to be apphed. The Helme
collectinn contained many covers showing the
various types of provisional overprnts, but [ did
not have tine to give them more than a cursory
glance. [ did note a mid-November cover from
Bocas on which a Colombia Scott F17 was used
wathout any kind of overprint.

Reference:

Schay, Gustave. “The Repistration Stamps of
I'anama” The American Philatelic Congress Book,
1961
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of receipt requested. ten from Panama, fourteen
from Colon and four from Bocas del Tore. Six of
these definitely were franked with Colombia HI
and fowrteen were probably franked with
Colombia Scott H2. although a couple of the latter
are only known from black and white photos and
might be examples of H1.

The Helme collection included an unregistered
1893 cover with a third issue Panama 5 centavos
stamp cancelled with the AR
COLON/COLOMBIA cancel and the Londoiio
exhibil incinded another 1893 cover franked with
five 5 centavos stamps and 2 Tepisiration stamp on
which one of the five stamps was cancelied with
an A. R. COLON/COLOMBIA cancel. On three
of the 1894 and 1895 covers from Colon in the
Hetme collection. the Colombia A R. stamps were
cancelled by a straight line COLON marking
which was not fisted by Arosemena and Entwistle.
The Helme collection had one 1941 cover on
which the A/R fee was pard by a Panama Scott 17
with the large oval A.R. However. the overpnint
was a cancel ficing the stamp 1o the cover and not
an averprint on the stamp as listed in Scott.

tach of the three collections contained one
example of the use of rwo Colombia Scott H2
stamps to pay the 1902 increased A/R rate of 10
centavas. O the cover from Colon n the Helme
collection these stamps were cancelled by the AR
COLON/COLOMBIA marking. Finally. there are
two 1903 covers. one each from Colon and
Panama showiny the use of Colombia Scott H3 to
pay the 1{ centavos raie.

THIRD PANAMA ISSUE COVERS

The portion of the collecton that [ reviewed
contained only normal sized items. There may be
some addinonal oversized items which ! did not
see. The collection contained 162 covers n
additicn fo the 39 registered covers previously
described. 38 oripinated i Colon, 72 in Panama.
12 in Bocas del Tore. 13 in David. 2 in Santiago
and one was cancelled aboard the 8.5, Mt Vernon.

108 of the items were mailed at the 1892-1902
rates and 49 at the 1902- 1903 rates, The collection
included 24 used picture post cards. 10 mailed at
the earlier Zc ratc and 14 at the 5c rate. There are
nine bisect covers incliding five with bisected 10
cenlavos stamps from David. These bisects and
two from Colon were onr internal mail. Onc of the
two Santiago covers has a bisect that was not
accepted i the intemational mails and postage due

10
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was collected.

[r. Helme did not identify 1the postal markings
en the covers. but | am reasonably certain thal a
more detailed study would identify a nombes of
previousty unknown markings and extend the
periods of use for others identified by Arosemena
and Entwistle. One of the two Santiago covers has
the stamps cancelled with a manscript *Veraguas™
marking. while the other has the handstamp shown
in Arosemena and Entwistle, One of the David
cavers has the stamp cancelled with a previously
unrecorded large  Administracion Nacional de
Hacienda handstamp.

There are only four covers showing printed
matter rates. two single weight items franked with
the | centavo stamp and two double weight items,
one franked with the 2 centavos stamp and the
other with a pair of the | centave stamps. The
Londofio collection includes two other printed
matter rate covers. There are no examples of the
1902 - 1903 printed matter rates in the collecton.

The Helme collection contains three domestic
rate cavers other than the bisect covers mentioned
above. One of these was for local delivery in
Colon and the other two were sent to addressees
elsewhere in Colombia. The Londofo exhibit
contained two local rate covers. one with a bisect.
My collection contains the two that were shown at
our Pacific 97 meeting. The only recorded
domesnc rate cover showing payment of the [902-
1903 10 centavos rate is the regisicred cover from
David 1n the Londeidio exhibit.

! noted only two uses of the 50 centavos stamp
in the Helme collection, one a bisect from Bocas
del Toro which is annotated as the only known 50
centavos bisect. There are two registered covers
which include 1 peso stamps. Dr. Helme noted that
these were two of five recorded uses of the 1 peso
stamp on cover, but did not indicate whether the
others were in his collection. There may be other
high value stamps on oversize pieces,

The Helme collectton contains five examples
of Panama third issue stamps used as postage due
stamps. Four are on meeming mail to Parama and
the other is added to a letter being forwarded from
|anama to Ecuador,

The  collection  contains  four  post
independence covers mailed from David. All are
franked with unoverprinted third issue stamps.
suppesting that stamps with provistonal overprints
were not sent to David unfil the existing supply of
siamps was exhausted.
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a letter from the LS. being forwarded to Ecuador.

I noted four post- independence covers mailed
from David. All arc franked with unoverprinted
third issue stamps, suggesting that stamps with
provisional overprints werce not sent to David unud
the existing supply of stamps there was exhausted.

The collection includes a first day cover of the
20 centavos stamp, Scott 19 which was 1ssued on
1 January 1895 and a cover from Panama
postmarked 2 November 1903, the last day before
independence.

Mosi of the items were mailed 1o addressees in
Europe ar the L.S.A. The most exotic destination
that [ noted was Bombay, India. The collection
includes onc somewhat damaged cover to the U.S.
with the return address of the U.8.8. Scorpion, the
navy ship assigned 1o the Interocean Canal
Cornmission. Twe covers from the ship are known
with Colombian stamps. The only extensive
comespondence represented is thar from the Brinish
Consul, Claude Mallet to his wife in England.
There are exght Maller third issuc covers in the
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collection and four in the registered collection.

USES OF 1894 SURCHARGES ON COVER
The Helme collection contains sixteen covers
showing uses of the 1894 surcharges, ten
postmarked Panama and six postmarked Colon.
However. four of these covers (franked with
combinations which appear to be philaselically
inspired) are addressed to a purser aboard a ship
and show no signs of having passcd thru the mails.
There is one cover from Panama franked with a
pair of five centavos surcharpes and onc cover
from Colon with five one centavo surcharges and
4 Iive centavos surcharge. Al of the others arc
franked by a single 10 centavos surcharge. Time
dic not permit a close examination of the covers to
idennfy minor vareties. Only one of the covers
has the pelure paper stamp, Scott 28 The
remaning 10 centavos covers all appear to be
Scott 27 The cover in my collection and the one
in the Londoiio exhibit are the only 10 centavos
multiples recorded

e L

SALES MANAGER”S REPORT

Mail Bid Sale 16 was closed on 15 Juiy 1997,
By mistake [ showed different closing dates on the
sales catalog and bid sheet. 45 of the 85 lots were
sald for a total of $5335.00. Resuits in the
Colombia section were quite good with aver 75%
of the lots sold. There was especially song
inferest in lot 33, the 1886 Antoquia block of nine
with the center stamp excised. The lot sold for
$325.00 against an reserve of $65.00. Obviously
the Stanley Gibbons catalog value of £5¢ does not
refiect the current market for this item. There was
sirong anterest an Panama forerunners and the
multiple of the first issue 20c stamp. However, the
other Panama stamp lots, which included a number
of sekdom seen items, did not recetve any bids.
Where are all the Panama collectors that have
asking for Panama lots to be included in our sales?

The following lots are available at the reserve
price shown in the catalog. 1, 6,9, 15, 16, 18, 21.
36. 4144, 46, 48, 49, 5], 52, 57, 58, 60, 64-66
and 68-82. Consignors have reduced the reserve on
the following lots. Lot 33 the 1896 Antioquia sct
minl 15 avarable at $150.00 and lo1 85, the

PPanama F3 rcgistered cover is available ar
$100.00. If you are interested in any of these
itemns please nonfy me by 15 October 1997, Parnal
settlements have been semt to all consignors and
final setttement will be made afier payments for
clatmed unsold lots are reccived.

Consignments will be accepted for Mail Bid
Sale 17 until I November. The sale will include
both Colembia and Panama matcrnial. There are
already a number of lots of Colombia stamps for
that sale. but Colombaa states lots, Panama stamps
and postal history items from both countries are
needed. Constgnors planning 1o submit more than
ten lots are encouraged to contact me in advance
befare submitting the material. Duc to limits in the
COPAPHIL insurance policy, ) am unable to hold
over lots for future sales and any material which
cannot be used in the sale will be rerumed.

The catalog for Mail Bid Sale 17 will be
mailed with the December 1997 issue of
COPACARTA carlier in the month and the sale
will close on 15 January 1998
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THE 1896 — 1897 COLOMBIAN COAT OF ARMS SERIES OF ANTIOQUIA,
A STUDY AND CLASSIFICATION {Part 3)
by Dieter Bortfeldt

Cuntinuation of the transfer types on the 50 centavos to 5 pesos postage stamps and registrafion stamps.
50 Centavos, both colors

TYPE]

1. L. looks like an 1.

2. Line retouched.

3. Open comer.

4B defective.

5. Exterior line completc.

6. Large scroll,

7. Interior of (¥ thick on 1op.
8. Smafl scroll.

9. Top of § broken.

TYPE I

. U defecnive.

. LI very close.

. E in DE defective.

. Righthand stroke of A thin.
. Small scroll. cut.

- Regular interior of Q.

. Large scrofl.

. leregular panel below 5.

90~ O LA a b bd e

TYPEIN

1. LT joined 1o form L

2.0 m COLOMBIA defective.
3. Retouched ling, partial double.
4. Small L

5. Large scroll.

6. Iregular interier of O.

7. Small seeall.

8. Thick panel below §.

9 Small and cut top of T.

TYPE IV

1. R defective.

2. Dvagonal white tine in comer.
3. Normal 1.1,

4. Large scroil,

5. 5 like a hook.

6. Small scroll.

7. Defective S and pancl.

TYPEV

1. Thin T neatly touching L.

2. Closed comer.

3. C defective.

4, Irreguiar interior of O,

5. Panel nearly touches frame.
6. Small Seroll.

7. Large Scroll.
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1 Peso, hath calors

TYPE I
i. Line retouched and
and second line broken.
2. Perfect value tablet and panel.

TYPE N

|. No retouch on line.

2. Broken 1.

3. Irregular panel and line on top of E.
4. Rounded comer.

TYPE 10}

I. E of DE like F. ﬁm - A\
2. Retouched line, partial double. R AN
3. ) doesn’t touch circle. i» ‘fﬁ;m- -j'ﬂ(%“-:-' 3
4. lrregular panel at right. K EQ] !:—3'). : D Sui W - )

=

TYPE IV

1. Perfect bine without retouch.
2. Q) doesn’t touch circle.

3. Panel of irregular thickness.

TYPE Y

1. Inner stroke of E cut,

2. Retouched ling, parnial double.
3. ) like 0. doesn’t touch circle.
4. Panel well centered, no defects.
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2 Pesos, both colors

TYPE |

t. E defective

. White line helow OMBIA,

. Q touches inner circle,

. 2 raised, touching white lime.
. 2 finishes in thir line.

Lo L b

TYPE 11
1. Line retouched.

2. 2 lowered.

3. 2 cut on top.

4. Panel 1ilred downwards.
5. Pane) close to frame.

TYPE LI
I.Llikeanl
2. Top part of € filted downwards.
3, Large A. nearly touches white circle,
4. () enters white circie,

5. 5 lines separate 2 from top.
6. Panel with line on top of SOS.

TYPE IV
1. A defective.
2 Small [¥in DE.
3. 1A touching white line.
4. 2 cut on top,
only 4 lines on top of 2.
5. Thickened panel below OS.

TYPE V

1. LI close nearly forming U.
2 Thia D in DE.

3. 2 well centered in frame.
3. White line on top of UlA.

NOTE:
Due to lack of multiples larges than blocks of four, the comect order of rypes MMl to V could not be
identified.

14
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5 Pesos, both colors

TYPE I

l. L like an 1.

2. Line retouched.

3. ) doesn’t touch inncy circle.
4. 5 in value panel defective.
5. Dot like a cornet.

TYPE 11

1. [ thin.

2. Broken line.

3. Number 5 cut at lefi.

TYPE IiI
1. L close to [.
2. Retouched line, parmal double.
3. Extra dot in comer.
4. Vertcle line of 5 thin.
5. Panel at right irregular,
tilted upwards.

TYPE IV
1. Line retouched.
2. A touches white circle.
3. D in DEPARTAMENTO defective
4. 5 touches frame at nght.
5, Line on top of panel.
6, White space very thin
between panel and frame.

TYPE Y

1. U defective, with spots.

2. LI touching forming U,

3. Perfect line without refouches.
4. Dot in 5.

5. 5 low in frame and to the right.
6. Panel defecoive below S.
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2 % Centavos registration, both colors.

TYPE |

1. P in DEPARTAMENTO defective,

2. D in DE defecnive and small.

3. Condor with extra pearl in beak.

4. Bottom part of 2 inclined upwards.

5. Bottom pant of 2 in 'z slants downward
and appears to be cut off.

TYPE I

1. D in DE smaller.

Z. Bottom of 2 straight.

3. Bottom of 2 in ¥ straipht.

TYPE 111

1. 3 short lines in front of beak of condor.

2. Larger space between the 2 and the bar
of the fraction.

ORI
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THE MARKET REPORT

If you ammived at PACIFIC 97 pnior to opening
time in the moming, your first impression would
be of a horde of Chinese-Americans wailing to
cater the show. I wasn't there the first day, but on
succeeding days, the security guard would ask the
public not to run when they got inside the show.
When he opened the doors they would begin
walking quickly and, once inside, break into a
sprnnt for the Hong Kong Philatelic Agency booth,
The big attraction. 1 am told, was the sale of the
remaining stock of Hong Kong stamps with the
Queen's portrait, no longer on sale in Hong Kong.
There was a long line at their booth all dav every
day the show was open.

The U.S. post officc booth was also busy
almost all of the time, selling new issues, and

16

appiying show cancels. In spite of the number of
clerks on duty. the wait was often as much as a
hatf an hour.

My Latin America stock was being sold on
consignment at the booth of another dealer. Sales
were satisfactory, but it was noteworthy that the
bigpest sales were not of classic sets and singles,
but of thematic material. especially the Scott
unpriced sets and souvenir sheets of Parapuay. My
dealer friends reported the same thing happened
with their stock. There were larpe sales of modem
thematic material, much of it “wallpaper” from the
countries that have featured American movie stars,
cartoon characters, sports fipures, etc. on their
recent ISsues.

Brian Moorhouse was the only pure Latin
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Amcrican dealer ar the show and as usual had a
larpe and varied stock of better stamps, multiples
and postal history. There were probably twenty or
morc dealers with stocks of Latin American postal
history. The show confirmed that the quantity of
early Colombia and Panama postal histery ttems
available is less than that seen ten years apo. [
noted very few Panama or Colombia forwarding
apent covers and only a limited number of pre-
stamp items. | purchased a copy of Colombia Scont

169, the provisionral nanonal use of the 1891 lc

Holivar scamp on cover for $350. Less than five of

these covers are known to exist. Another dealer at

the show was offering a similar cover for $1250.

OUme thing | noniced was that European dealers
wete askimg far higher prices for used picture post
cards than are usual in the United States. This may
reflect the populanty of picture post card
collecting in Europe.

Om 16-21 June CORINPHILA conducted a
large auction sale which included $96 lois of
Colombia. Much of the material was from the
collection which won the Gran Prix Nacional at the
last national show in Bogota. It inchuded multiple
copies of almost all of the classic stamps, most of
which were lotted individually, and inciuded
several of the classic pieces of Colombian
philately. There were also 31 SCADTA airmail
lots and 40 lots of Colombian states. Estinates on
individual items were as low as 100 Swiss Francs
{$77.00 with the 15% purchaser's commission).
It came as something of a surpnsc that only 359 of
the 596 lots were sold. The unsold lots included
material from all ime periods and all price ranges,
This may reflect a chanpge in the markel. As
reperted in these columns, several of the classic
Colombiza collccaons have been sold in recent
vears and the number of players in that arena may
be less than formerly.

Some of the better items sold included
(approximate dollar prices include the buyer’s
cOmImission )

« Lot 3130, the {861 10c blue (Scot 16} used
on cover from Honda to Bogota seld for
$16,900 against an estimate of $12,675.

« Lot 2905, a wvertical tete-beche pair of the
1859 20c blue with shight thinning and a
crease In one stamp (Scott 6¢) sold for
£14.630 {Scont catalog $25,000).

= Lot 2984, a complete mint sheet of the 1859
20¢ blue sold for $13.860 apainst an estimate
of $12.,675,

= Lot 2953, a used copy of the 1859 5c blue on
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which the erroneous cliche of the 20c¢ is
corrected to 50¢ (Scott 3c) warth Bogota eye
plass cancel sold for $10,165 (700 SF above
the estimate). This is one of three recorded
copies. unpriced in Scoft.

Lot 3060, the 1860 20 ccntavos (Scomt 12}
used on cover from Bogota to Ambalema sold
for 10,010 apainst an estimate of $6160.
According to Brigitte Kaplan's survey (March
1996 COPACARTA) this is one of eleven 20c
frankings recorded. nine have a single stamp.
Lot 3173, a used strip of four of the (861 1P
pink (Scott 18) with CALI FRANCA cancels
sold for $8470, against an estimate of $5775.
Lot 3209, a vertical strip of five of the 1862
50c green {Scott 21), each stamp with a
circular TUNJA cancel, sold for $6160.

Lot 2936, a mint tete-beche pair of the 1859
5¢ blue (Scoft 2a), positions 40-41sold for the
estimate of $4620. Scont price $3750.

Lot 3210, a block of four of the i862 50c
stamp (Scott 21) on piece with the 1877 Sc
stamp (Scoft 73). cach stamp cancelled by a
circudar TUNJA, sold for $4004.

Lot 3164, an upper Aight comer mimt block of
four of the [B&[ [ pesos (a unique piece) sold
for $4004.

Lot 2956, a mint block of nwelve of the 1859
10¢ buff (Scon 4a) sold for $3696 against an
estimatc of $1925.

Lot 3460, a smip of five of the Antioquia 1885
Lz red lilac on laid paper used on a cover from
Zca with ms, cancels sold for $2772 against an
estimate of $1055.

Lot 3427, a cover franked with the CCNA
lighthouse view (Scott C6) with a typewnitten
30¢ surcharge together with a regular 3¢
stamp, not flown due 1o the demise of the
arrcraft, sold for $2464.

Lot 3254, a shiphtly thinned used copy of the
error of a 50c cliche in the plate of the 1864
20c red (Scott 26b), cancelled in BOGOTA,
sold for $2464.

Lot 3442, a registered envelope from Paris
franked with 2 copies of the French 50c Sower
and SCADTA 5c, ifkc and 1Sc stamps with
handstamped “F” consular overprints, sold for
$1463,

Lot 2901, an 1819 letzersheet from Ambato to
Quito with the enly recorded exampte of the
“VVAF' 7 marking sold for $1055 apainst an
estimate of just $77 (this must have been 2
typographical error in the catalog).
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FORGERIES AND REPRINTS, THE COLOMBIA 1870-1883 10 PESOS

Alex Rendon's article on these stamps was
printed in the propram of EXFILBO 88 and
summarized in a review in the August 1988 issue
of this jourmnal. Alex identficd six printing stoncs
used while the stamps were current. identified as
stones A-F, but claimed that the stamps from stone
B were postal forgences and that only used stamps
have been seen from Stones B and C.

These stamps were used aimost exclusively on
“encomiendas” (parcel post shipments). During
this peniod parcel post was dispatched on a
separate shipment which did not carmy other mail.
The cancelled stamps were affixed to the shipping
documents and retained by the dispatching office.
Used copies were usually removed from the
documents. The most common cancels found on
the stamps are BOGOTA and MEDELLIN oval
handstamps and manuscript Medellin cancels.

THE ORIGINALS - Lithographed

Stone A, Black on orange and rosc papers. Five
pointed stars with rays between the points. Shading
at cnds of the ceniral section of the coat of arms
which contains a ship in the center. None of the
defects found on aother stones. This stone was
made by laying down an individual transfer in each
position and can be plated. The charactenistics of
each position were reported by Alex Rendon in an
article in the Aupust 1987 COPACARTA.

Stone B. Black on Rose. Five pointed stars with
rays between the points. Shading at the ends of the
central section of the coat of arms. Dots under the
U of Unidos and the E of DE. There is no
example of a stamp from this stone in the
COPAPHIL reference collection or in the
collection of the editor.

Stone C. Black on dull rose. Pefects of stone B
plus a short tail at the lower left of the O of
CORREOS. No rays between stars or shading in
center section ol coat of arms.

Stone D. Black on dull rose. Defects of Stone C
plus a dragonat line across the upper left corner
and a short dash at the nght side of the leg of the
P (the latter ts not casily seen on some copies),

Stone E. Black on rose. Same as stone D.

Stone F. Black on gray, perforated. Same as stone
F cxcept that the dots below the U of UNIDOS
and D of DE have been removed.

THE MICHELSON REPRINTS - Lithographed.
Prepared from the same die as the orgtnals. The
stone 1s the same as stone E except that the defect
in the O of CORREQS has been corrected and the
flaw in the P of Pesos is larger and easily visible.
Found in all three colors of the originals. The
stamps on gray paper are known both perforated
and imperforate. Mint copies usually lack pum.
Used copies often have an illegible oval cancel.

FORGERY | - Lithographed.

Black on orange. Paper color is teo bright. No rays
between stars or shading at the end of the isthnmus.
Condor faces left instead of right. C and O of
CORRIOS touch, Used copies are cancelled with
BOGOTA 1n an oval which often appears fuzzy.

FORGERY Z - Lithographed.

Black on bright rose. "aper color is brighter than
the rose paper of genuine stamps. Five pointed
stars with no shading at the ends of the central
section of the coat of arms. . Stamps have none of
the defects of stones C, D or E. Tiny dot below
and to the left of the U of UNIDOS.

FORGERY 3 - Lithographed.

Black on pink. No onginals arc printed on this
shade of paper. The C, O and R of CORREQS are
joined. There is a dot below and between the U
and N of UNIDOS. No rays between stars or
shading at the ends of the central section of the
coat of arms. No charactenistics of stones C. D or
E. Used copies with a wviolet handstamp of
BOGOTA in an oval which is not seen on genuine
stamps,

Since the forpers of the issue had difficulty
matching the paper colors of the genuine stamps,
thesc are cspecially appropriate subjects for the
calor page and illustrations for this article are
found on that page.
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TREASURER'S REPORT

BALANCE SHEET AS OF 30 JUNE 1997

ASSETS

Cash in Bank 316 54
Perty Cash 11078
Library Account 23837
Invesiments 10,536.26
Prepaid Expenses 3150.00
TOTAL 11,551.65
LIABILITEES

Frepaid Dues 1.060.00
RESERVES

Balance | July 1996 10,734.20
Net [ncome | July 1996 - 30 Tune 1997 (242.25)
Balance 30 June 1997 10,491 .95

INCOME STATEMENT | JUL % - 30 JUIN 97
INCOME

Membership Dues 1551.00
Conmbunons 4§2.25
Mail Sales Commissions 489 30
Library Fees 125.00
Publicanons Sales 62710
Insvesiment Income 559.43
TOTAL INCOME 3,199 58
EXPENSES

Prinbing 1,349 20
Postage T0217
Computer Expense 400,00
Mceting Expense 365.04
Mail Sales Expense 181.29
Supphies 4982
Library Expense 184 .41
(hher Expense 200.00
TOTAL EXPENSE 3441.93
NET INCOME FOR FISCAL YEAR {242.25)

{Inc time expenses tor CAPEX and PACIFIC 97 and a memorial conmbution to the APS in memory of Dr. James B.
Helme voted by the Board of Ditectors caused a small drop in reserves for the Fiscal Year.

s —=

SPACE FILLERS

An unexpected benefit of attending PACIFIC
97 was a clue to the solution of 2 nagging mystery
in Colombian postal history. A wisitor to the
COPAPHIL booth was joseph C. Sullivan. editor
of the jouwmal of the Graphics Philately
Association. This is a specialty group concemcd
with stamp printing methods and production. He
asked me to read a draft article on the printing of
Panama postage stamps that had been wniten by
one of his members based upon a press release of
the Panama philatclic agency. The release
contained one item previcusty unknown to me. It
stated that the 1887-1828 issue of Panama was
printed by Luis F. Villaveces of Bogota. An article
explaming the significance of this clue will be pan

of the December issue. Meanwhile, can you guess
what its significance is?

Alan Anyon has agreed to become a regular
contributor to this journal. His Cindereltas column
will be devoted to the fringe areas of our collecting
intcrest includimy locals, “no bhay estampillas”
labels. unissued essays, local and private posts,
chanty labels and alt other unusuvat items that are
found in the backs of our albums. His first coluinn
will appear in the December tssue.

The late Dr. James Helme may have been the
pgreatest accumulator of the stamps of one country
that there has been in the history of the hobby. His
intentions, as spelled out in his letiers to me and to
other coflectors, was to publish the full story of all
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untmely death kept him from fulfilling his dream.
He did keave eipht large binders of his notes and
hopefully we will be able to publish his findings in
this journal in the next few vears. His heirs
apparently hope that his aecumulation could be
sold as a collection. However, in my opinion the
accumulation is so large that the only way it could
be sold in that way weuld be to sell it wholesale 1o
a dealer The exhibits such as the Panama
Registration System and the Second Panama Issue
that arc reviewed in this issue can probably be sold
by private treaty and lzter covers and some of the
bester multiples and errors would make wonderful
auction material, but the remaining large bulk of
duplicaies, vancties and multiples is more than
most collectors would want (o own

The color page in this issue includes a photo of
the first recorded cover with an unbisected stamp
of thc 1878 Panama staic issue. The cover was
mailed from Panama to an employee of the Weber
Engineer Brigade of the French Canal Company at
Paraiso. The 10c¢ stamp was affixed upside down
and 15 just tied to the cover by the manuscript
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Panama cancel. The cover is now in the collection
of one of our members.

My strong words in the previous tssue Lad
some effect. The number of second dues notices
that had to be sent out was only 33, the lowest
number  since COPAPHIL  was  organized.
Renewals are sfill coming in as this ts being
written.

COPAPHIL has received a request from a
researcher working on a biography of John Barrett.
Mr. Barreti was U.S. munister to Panama in 1904
and became US. minister to Colombia in 195
where he scrved for two years before becoming the
firs1 director-pencral of the Pan-Amencan Union.
He had previcusly served as LS. minister to Siam
and a considerable number of covers addressed to
himn are known to collector's of the postal history
of Thailand. Our correspondent is interested n
hearing from anyonc who might have covers from
Panama and Colombia sent by or addressed 1o Mr.
Barrert.  |F you have information send it 1o T.P.
McDermott, 235 Hillside Ave. Whie Plains NY
1060] or E-mail him at stampstp@aol. com,

CLASSIFIED

Classified per line; one issue $.50. four tssues 51.50.
Business cards; one issue $1.50. four issues $5 (1.

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE. ("OPACARTA, Volumes [ thru VII; per volume 1.8, $12.00, Canada
$13.00, Foreign $15 00, complete set U.5. $76.00, Canada $82.00, Other $95.00; Volumes VIII thru XIV:
per volume [ S. $8.00. Canada $9.00, Other $11.00; complete set .S, $50.00. Canada $57.00, Other $69.00.
Posial History and Postmarks of the Audiencia de (nito by George Maier - hard cover $33 soft cover 528
{add $2 for postage outside of the U.S. or Canada). Prices include airmail postage. Send orders and checks
payabie to Robert A, D'Elia to COPAPHIL library c/o 1290 Howard Ave. Suite 321, Burlingame CA 94010

WANTED: 1930-40's covers from/to Tropical (il Co. in Colombia, Ancillary material and information
on Tropical Oal appreciated aiso. Send with price or for best offer. Gary La Crosse, 1159 Willow St
San Jose, CA 95125-3159. APS #124634. (09797}

WANTED FOR STUDY: Antiogwia 1896 Scott 97-116, FL-F2 in blocks, on cover, on piece, sheets or
fragments, mint and used. Mr. Rodrigo Unbe J. P.O. Box 25766, Bopota Colombia {09/97)

WANTED FOR STUDY. SCADTA stamps with clear canceliations of origin: stngles. pairs and covers
of Scoft £25-35, C38-50, CFI-3. Mr. Rodigro Uribe I, P.O. Box 25766, Bogota, Colombia (09/97)

COLOMBIA — Private Mail Companies. Wanted matenial including cancellations, on piece, sheets,
fragments, uses on cover, etc. Comtagt Mr. Dieter Bonifeldr, Cra 11A-16, Bogota, Colombia (09/97)
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This new discovery is the first recorded cover with an unbisected stamp of the State of Panama.

THE COLOMBIAN 10 PESOS STAMP OF 1370 - 1883

. .
—_————
ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL
STONE A STONE A STONE C STONE D STONE E
e —————
ORIGINAL MICHELSON FORGERY FORGERY FORGERY
STONE F REPRINT 1 2 3
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NEW MEMBERS {thru 1 DECEMBER 1397}
Nene

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

340 ASHWORTH, John | . 11216 Huntley Place
DEATH

c2a7 FALUGHT, James A died 19 Aug 1957

DROPPED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES

139 COWARD, HA L

277 KONTER, Lawrence J
g SANDQUIST, Tom G
326 YEONG, Tony S W

M2 VOSSACK, Jurgen R.D.

Culver City CA 20230 . .. USA

The following have donated at least $5.00 and are recognized as contributing members for 1997.1998:

(€90 Harris E.
138 Klein W.

C19 Crain L.
289 Faistaver

T have been notified that my article “A Cover to
Qom”™ has been accepted for publication in the
Amencan Philatelist and will appear in the February
1998 issue,

President Ray freson has been elecied to the
Board of Directors of the Royal Philatelic Seciety of
Canada.

The Coleminan national exhibition which was to
have been held in Cali this year and was announced
in this column in the last issue has bren cancelled.

24

318 Lamastus
289 Manco

Remember, the next COPAPHIL general meeting
will be held at CHICAGOPEX in November 1998,
We would like to bave at feast fifty frames of
exhibits of Colombia and Panama.' Our members
living overseas are reminded that we would enjoy
seetng their exhibits at ouwr meeting. If you are
interested, wnite or E-mail me and [ will see that you
receive a prospectus. Vice Prestdent Antonio Chedid
is coordinating plans for our meeting. [t is nol too
early to put the show on your calendar!
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

All af those of us who couldn’t make it to
PACIFIC 97 owe pur editor, im Cross. a great
vote of thanks for his wonderful coverage of the
show 1 the last issuc of our jounal. 1 was mosl
disappoeinted to have missed it myself: [ lost my
battle with Revenue Canada. and having to settle
with them left me without the $3% where-with-ail
to make the journey to San Francisco.

The philatelic press has had quite a bit to say
about the show, and not all of it comphmentacy,
This is unfortunate, because organizimg an
exhibition of that magnitude has to ental some
headaches and operungs for gremlins to creep in
and do their mischief. What leaves me uatterly
appalled is the size of the deficit the show ran up.
I know there was no admission fee. but even if
there had been | can't se¢ how much of a dent it
would have made in the staggering loss they
suffered.

Something in these international or world
shows is getting out of hand, and | wonder what
the FIP is doing about it.... or couid they be the
cause of it? For instance. the frame fee at CAPEX
was Canadian $35 (US 25y at PACIFIC 57 it was
$30: at MOSCOW 97 it is $30: at INDIA 97 it
will be §20: at ILSAPEX 08 (South Africa) it will
be $40: at 1BRA 99 (Germany} will be DM250
for 80 pages {the frames hold only 12 pages -
equivalent to DM 50 for a 16 page frame). What a
hodgepodge ... and with frames holding from 12 to
15 10 16 pages. 1 find the siruation ludicrous! And
the cost of cxhibiting is escalating bevond the
reach of many collectors/exhibitors, as well. [ have
no idea whether the FIP has a hand i structuring
the fees: but, if they don’t maybe they ought to, if
only to establish some sort of fixed norm. (Que
opinas?

[ can’t escape the fecling that the international

— PR =

show hosts cach strive to outdo the previous show
i opuance and prandeur. Are 3000 to 4000
frames really needed to stage a show? The more
frames there are the longer it lakes a viewer to
“take them in” (that is if he/she wants to cover the
whole ball of wax from A 1o Z, Which [ very
much doubt is the case!), and the longer the stay
and the higher the cost of hotel and meals will be.
That | also see as a deterrent, Witness: CAPEX 96
- 9 days: PACIFIC 97 - || days: INDIA - 8 days:
MOSCOW - 10 days: ILSAPEX - & days: IBRA
— 8 days. What 2 wide dispanity. 1 ask: should not
the FIP fix a determincd number of days that a
show should 1ast? They seem to have a say in 50
many other aspects of an accredited international
show,

Well, now [ lurch from the theme of
international shows to the Royal Philatelic Society
of Canada’s annual national show} three days, 231
frames). It was held in Calgary. Alberta. this year,
My “broken arm™ had healed sufficiently for me to
make the wip. It had been broken when a member
of my local stamp club twisted it to get me to
pesmit him o put my name on the slate of
candidates for the office of Director. [ was duly
elected. 1 don’t know: being president of
COPAFHIL, a director of the RPSC, and holding
various executive positions int my local club: vel,
strangely enough, my shirts still fit me
comforiably!

Dear fellow COPAPHIL member, it is that
time of the year when greetings are exchanged for
the holiday season: and so let me extend. to ane
and ail of you. my very bust wishes for the
holidays and for the new year!! God Bless You
Al

Ray Ireson

SALES MANAGER'S REPORT

The catalog for Mail Bid Sale 17 is being
mailed with this issue, along with the report of
prices realized for Sale 16, Several additional lots
were sold ai the minimum bids bnaging the 10tal
sales ta $5730 ecarming $573.00 for our
publications fund. There were eight consignors and
nineteen successful bidders.

I was disappointed at the lack of intcrest in
most of the Panama iots in our last sale. The latest

25

sale includes a good representation of Panama
material including both lower pnced logs and
several specialized lots. Several of the better lots
offered in the previous sale are being offered with
a reduced minimum bid,

Mail Bid Sale 18 will be held in conjunction
with our next general meeting, Consignmenis will
be accepted during July and the catalog will be
maijed with the September 1998 COPACARTA.

1997
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COMMUNICACIONES Y CORREQOS
EN LA HISTORIA DE COLCMBIA Y ANTIOQUIA
A REVIEW by Jim Cross

Communicactones y Correos en la Histona de
Colombia y Antiequia. Manuel Arango J. Augusto
Peinado v Juan Santa Maria, Published by Editoria
Gente Nueva Boegota 1996 376 pages. (The
COPAPHIL lhibrary copy shows a price tag of
167,000 Colomtnan pesos or just under $85.00. [t
is not known if the bock 1s stil available at this
price).

This is large “coffee table™ style book. page
size is 9" x 12 3/4" and it weighs over 3 lbs. It is
lavishly printed on high quality paper. Most papes
are printed in two colors and there are many
interspersed color photographs. Unfortunately the
quality of the binding is not equal to that of the
prinung. Several pages in our copy are already
loose and others show signs of coming loose and
would probably do so if the book were opened
wide for photocopying.

Two of the authors arc university professors
and the third is a hotel owner. Santa Maria and
Peinado are distinguished philatelists (although
neither ts a COPAPHIL member) and Arango is a
historian. All of the text is in Spanish.

The work is divided into the following four
parts subdivided into thirty-two chapters:

»  Pre-stamp period. 98 pages.

»  Colombian stamps 1859-1886, 44 pages.

v Soverelgn states organize their posts and issue
stamps. 122 pages.

*  Modemization of communications and posts.
in Colombia 90 pages.

In addition there are two Appendices of colar
photographs, the first showing eight pages of
stamps and covers of Antioquia and the second
showing twelve pages of stamps and covers of
Colombia. There is no index.

The authors have denc an excellent job of
researching a number of phases of their subject.
The book includes Lhe iext ol a number of official
documents which have not previousty appeared in
the literature including official decrees, contracts
and correspondence from the national and
Antioquian archives. There is considerable detail
about the carly stamps of the rcpublic and
especially about the carly issues of Antioquia

which are documented with the nrames of the
printers and the quanities issued. The fourth
section contains much interesting history of the
development of Colombian air mail service,

However, | would characterize the baok as
more of a history book. than a phitatelic study.
For example. Chapter ¢ describes the functions of
postal markings and portrays interesting examples
of different types used in the pre-stamp period.
However, there is no listing of the 1owns from
which the various lypes ol markings are known. At
several points n the book there arc lists of the post
offices functioning at the fime, often with the
detailed schedules of the routes, but there 35 no
overall information on which post offices existed.
nor the dates when they were established and
discontinued. ] noted no mention of the major role
played by the Mosguera correspondence in
Colombian pre-philately.

Although the third pan of the book discusses
the posts of the sovereign states. the book contains
almost nothing on the postal services of the states
other than Antioquia.

[ noted several places in which the authors
have tailed to take note of the latest research of
others, much of which has been pubiished in
COPACARTA. For example, the book repeats the
staternent that only 200 copies of the Knox Martin
airmail stamp were printed, ignoring the research
of Alex Rendon which has definiteiy shown that
three sheets of 100 were overprinted. The account
of the regional issues of 1902 during “The
Thousand Days” omits the Cauca issue and the
chapter makes no mention of the wartime
censorship markings, the tssue of new gold
currency in 1903 or the 1904-5 “inflation
frankings,” afl major topics in Colombian postal
history. ’

The items illustrated in the appendices are
chiefly from the collections of the two authors, as
might be expected. They include many of the great
rarities of Colombian philately, but not everything
on the “Top 50" list. | would recommend a study
of the book to any serious student of Colembian
philately who is proficient in Spanmish.
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THE BARRED CANCELS OF THE
BRITISH POST OFFICES IN LATIN AMERICA
by Gerard Marque

During the period in the nineteenth century
before the organization of the U.P.Ui. mast Latin
American couniries had no means to transport their
mail prepaid 16 countries in Europe. To meet the
need both the British and French postal services
mtroduced packet service and provided a means
for letters to bLe prepaid al their respective
consulates. The British Post Office introduced a
packet service, which at iis peak, serviced 39 cities
with British consulates.

In order to prevent the growing practice of
illegal transmission of lemers, the Bnish past
office allocated special obliterators 1o each city.
These barred cancels incorporated. with onc
exceplion. one letter and a pair of numbers. These
oval cancellers came in four different main types:
1) honizontal bars, 2) vertical bars, 3) smaller
vertical bars and 4) a duplex device containing a
barred cancel and a circular date stamp.

The consular post office affixed British stamps
to the cover, 6d. for a regular letter and cancelled
it with the barred cancel. These offices operated
between 1860 and 1877 Letters onginating
outside of the cities with a British consulate had to
be franked in addifion with local stamps. o Peru
the postal authorities required that all such masl
also had to bear Peruvian stamps, even though the
the Peruvian post effice did not handle the letier.

As stated, 39 different cities were served by
the Brtish packet service. However, 41 different
cancels are known because two cities had 1wo
different cancels. One of these, Cartagena, was
initially assigned “C 56.” In 1870 the Briush post
office received a new device from London, but by
mistake it was "('635," & cancel which was alrcady
in use al Heywood, Lancaster. Fortunately, the
Canagena cancel was of a different type. Covers
with this cancel are. as might be expected.
extremely rare.

Some of the cities atways used the same 1ype
of cancel. while others used more than one type.
The country with the largest number of British post
offices in Latin America was Puerto Rico. which
had six. One of them, Naguabo, used the only
barred cance} without a letter; “582." This British

27,

post office was only in operation for two vears
from 1873-1877. This same code had becn used
uscd until 1860 in Worstead in England. Therefore
covers and oose stamps with that number have to
be carefully checked. To be a genuine Naguabo
cancel. of course, the stamps would have to have
been issued after 1860.

la Colombig five cities served by the British
post offices and their cancels were:

Panama FOr3s:
Cartagena € 56" and “C 65
Santa Marta “C 62"
Aspinwall (Colon) “E 88"

Savanilla {Puerto Colombia} “F 697

All of these, except “C 35" are more or less
difficult to find. The color page in this issue
ilhustrates British post office ttems from Colombia.
One of the twe covers shown is one of the classic
pieces of Colombian postal history. It was sent
from Bogota to Guayaquil, Ecuador on 31
December 1865, The 10 centavos stemp of the
1865 issue paid Calombian paid the nternal
postage from Bogota to the port. The 25 centavos
Colombian sobreporte stamp pasd the fee for the
Colombian postal administrator in the port to
purchase the British stamps, affix them to the fetter
and fturn 11 over to the British consular post aflice.
The cancel on the Brtish stamps, which does not
show up on the photocopy is the “C 62" of Santa
Marta,

This is one of only three recorded covers
showing correct use of a Sobreporie stamp. It
raises several interesting questions. Colomina had
a postal apreement with Ecuadoer by which maii
franked with Colombian stamps could be accepted
and delivered in Ecuador and vice versa. Routing
by the Pacific route from Bogota to Buenaventura
for shipment to Ecuador was quicker than the
routing via Santa Marta. Was the sender unaware
of the above? Since there was no British consular
past office in Buenaventura, it seems that the use
of the Sobreporte stamp required the letter 10 be
sent via Santa Marta and may have actually
delayed its delivery. It did not reach Santa Marta
until 29 January 1866.
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THE MYSTERY OF THE COLOMBIAN 1892 ISSUE REVISITED

by Jim Cross

My article. “Bom on the Fourth of luly.”
giving the history of this issue appeared in the
September 1992 issue of COPACARTA. At that
time | wrote “the backpround of this issue was
unknown. Had there been a thefi of stamps? [f so,
there was no mention of it in the Diario Oficial.”

Another possibility was that there had been
some irregularify in the printing. However, the
1892 1ssue. like most of the previous issue was
printed by Demectnio Parcdes and it scemed
unhikely that Paredes. who had printed the
countries stamps for morc twenty years would
jeopardize his status by parlictpaning in such a
scheme. Obwiously, the culprit might have been
one of his emplovees. but it seemed unlikely that
any substannal ilicit printing could have taken
place without his knowing.

In John Myer's senalized article, “The
Alleged Reprints of Colombia™ in the American
Philatelist, he quoted cxcerpts from letters winitten
to Lucius Hubbard by his apent, Wilkiam Curtis in
Colombia. Curtis mentioned being in contact with
beth Paredes and Villaveces and scems to have
purchased some items of printer’s waste from
them or from their empioyees. There 1s mention
of a special printing that was made, supposedly for
Gustavo Michelson and another philatelist on
paper from a box of multi-colored French
stationery. Myer assumed this referred to the
printings of the 1870 25¢ stamp on pink. green
yellow and other colors of paper and also to the
printings of the 188720¢ REPULICA and the 1889
20c REPUBLICA stamps on white, greenish and
bluish papers. He was inclined not to believe the
story, because the quanhty of the material that was
on the market was mere than could have been
prnted on paper from a single box of stafionery.

However, there IS a printing that wouid
qualify. That 1s the printing of stamps of the 2d
Panama issue om a rainhow of paper colors that
was documented by Dr. James Helme in his
aricle. “Fanama: 1887-1888 [ssue: Alleged
Reprints, “Favor Printings, " Philatelic Conmer-
Jeits which appeared in the Collector’s Club
Philatelist for November-December 1887. As Dr.
Helme documented, these printings were made

from new lithographic stones made from the
original dies. There were also pnntings in closc
approximations of the original colors which are
much more numerous,

The offense was more serious than just the
retention of some printer’s waste which should
have heen destroyed when the stamps were being
printed. That practice was so common in the local
printing, of Latin American stamps by non-security
printers as to be relatively unremarkable. In this
case. the printer had used unauthorized ransfers
from the master die to prepare new lithographic
stones which were kept on the premises and not in
the custody of the government as required. It can
be argued that these were in fact authorized stones
which had been prepared in advance in expectation
of a need to print additional copies of stamps for
which the existing stones were no longer
serviceable. However. such stones should have
been in government custody.

The new information which [ described in the
last 1ssue is that the printer of the Panama issue
was Leon Villaveces and not Demetnio Paredes as
has been assumed. Villaveces also printed a few
values of the 1887-1889 issues of Colombia
including the 2 centavos and 20 centavos values
which are also the stamps which are found in
unauthorized colors or on unauthorized colored
papers.

Villaveces was a Spaniard who came to
Colombia in the carly 1870's. The history
reviewed on page 26 indicates that Villaveces was
recruited in 874 to come to Medellin where he
opened a school to train Colombians in
lithography. In retum he was given contracts for
printing for the state of Antioquia which incleded
some of the stamp tssues from 1874 thru 1879 The
reference sugpests that Villaveces was a skilled
lithographer capable of printing a higher quality
product that any other hithographer in Colombia at
that tme. After returning to Bogota Villaveces was
given comracts to print some of the national
postage stamps as previous described.

Alex Rendon documented in his e¢xhibit of
stamps of the 1866-1883 issues that most of the
higher  denomination  stamps used on
“encomiendas™ had a printing stone used o
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produce stamps which e termed posial forgenes
and several also had a stone used to print what he
termed export isswes. The fosmer arc almost
always found used and the laver are always found
mint and never used, According to Rendon the
stones used ta produce these stamps were prepared
from the same dies that were used to prepare the
penuine stamps and were from intermediate states
of those dies.

Postat forgeries of the high value stamps
would have been a very tempring source of graft
for postal authorities, Using just a few forged 10
pesas stamps and pocketing the proceeds would
yield as much as the annual salary of a paostal
official at the time. Stamps werc affixed to the
shipping document receipt by the postal official
and not by the customer. The postal official only
had to produce enough receipts for an auditor to
account for the stamps sold and those with the
forged stamps could simply have been concealed.
According to Rendon there were rumors that such
postal forgeries had been made, but officials
successfully divered antennen to the lower value

DECEMBER

stamps. This 15 supposed 10 have been the reason
for the preparation of the condor and liberty 15sues
in 1876.

If Villaveces was responsible  for the
preparation of unawthonized stones of the 2d
Panama issuc and the evidence indicates that he
was. is it possibie thai he also prepareil the
unauthorized stones used 10 produce high value
pastal forgeries which seem to have been used
during the period when he was in Medellin, far
from scrutiny by postal officials in Bogota?

There is no documcniation of any charges
against Viltaveces in 1892, but he is not known 10
have received any furher contracts for printing
postage stamps after the two values of the 1890
issue, Did the authorities finally leamm of his
deception? It seems as if they were unsure of
which stamp issues might have been secretly
printed and decided 10 change the celors of all of
the stamps and demonetize the others on short
notice, thereby rendening any large holding of the
illegal stamps valueless for postal use,

S E P PP —

COLOMBIA: THE TELEGRAPH SEALS
By Alan D Anyon

Most collectors of Calombia are familiar with
the telegraph stamps of the country issued between
1881 and 1906 and numerous catalogs list them. A
separate 1ssue was alsp prepared for use in the
Dcpartment of Panama in 1892, comprising a 5c
yellowish preen on pale blue-green, a 1c dull
vermillion on buff and a 20c blue on lilac,

Many of wyoun will alse have found
undenominaied labels inscribed REPIU/BLICA DE
COLOMBIA  TELEGRAFOS  NACIONALES
included in old time collections that came your
way and wondered what they are. The adhesive
perforated labels were, in fact, used to seal the
flaps of the envelopes containing the telegrams.
No informasior has been found about when they
were issued and used. but the design and the
printers would suggest they appeared berween the
opening of the 20th century and the 19307,

So far seven different designs have been

identificd. some of them rather similar. All of

them  appear to have been produced by

lithography. The vanious types are as follows:-

{A) Centered impnnt LIT. COLOMBIA -
BOGOTA with impnnt close to the design The
bottom of the shield falls below the flags. Size
23 x23 mm. The impression 1s coarse. The labels
are all printed in a large vanety of shades of
brown. Perforations known are 11,5, 12, 11.5x 12
and 12 x 11.5.

{B) Centered imprint LIT. COLOMBIA -
BOGOTA with the imprint spaced from the
design. The bottom of the shield is backed by
hatched lines. Size 23 x 23 mm. The impression 1s
fine. The labels are all printed in shades of brown.
Perforations known are 11, 12 and 14,

{C) Centered imprint LIT. J. CASIS, BOGOTA.
The design is similar to (A). Size 24 x 24 min.
This label has only been encountered in deep
brown perf. 12.
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(D) Centered imprint LIT. NACIONAL The
impression is clear. Most copies in this design
have a further imprint at the right AV Gb. but
some clearly do not. Size 24 x 24 mm. There is a
variety on some of these labels where the bead
above and to the right of ‘DE" has a diagonal line
across it. This is the most complex of the labels in
terms of color and perforation. [t is known perf
10.5 in shades of blue: perf. 11.5 in shades of
blue, of lilac and of red; perf. 12.5 in bluc, perf.
10.5 x 11.5 in blue, perf. 11.5 x 10.5 in blue and
compound perf .10.5, 11.5 in shades of blue and in
vinlet, Some of the lahels are printed on buff
paper.

(E) imprint at the right LIT, NACIONAL. The
topression is blurred. Size 24 x 24 mm. The labels
are printed in shades of red, of lilac. of blug and of
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brown perf. 10, and in shades of red and of brown
perf. 10 x 15.5.

(Fy This label has no printer’s imprint. Size
36 x 18mm. It exists only in chocolate. perf. 115

(G) Althouph this label is listed last, s desipn
sugpests it ray have been the first one printed The
tmprint is LIT, COLOMBIA - BOGOTA. It has
anly been found printed in black, perf. 11.5.

It 15 perhaps surprising that so many varicties
of telegraph labels in so many different colors
have been found. The writer has found them a
fascinating study and recommends them for an
unusual display to go with a telepraph stamp
collection.
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NOTES ON THE POSTAL HISTORY OF SCADTA
by Carios Valenzuela A.

This is an articte which appeared in Spanish in
Colombia Filatélica No. 10, June 1997 and has
been translated and reprimted here by permission
of the author.

This article will attempt to present an outhine
of the most important dates ia the first threc or
four vears of the SCADTA and descnibe the
relacion of these dates to the production and
management of philatelic matemal of  the
SCADTA.

5 December 1919: The Sociedad Colombe
Alemana de Transportes Adreos was founded in
Barranquilla by eight initial stockholders, 5
Colombians and three Germans residing in
Celombia. The initial capital was 100,000 pesos.

4 August 1920, SCADTA recetved two small
Junkers F-13 airplanes to start its operations
arriving on the 5.5. Holland at the dock in Puerto
Colombia.

5 September 1920. The first test flight was
made in the Barranquilla area. On ¥ September
1920 SCADTA made its first experimental flight
from Barranquilla w0 Puerto Berrio, where it
arnved two days later. This flight was crewed by
Hammer, Schnurbusch and Hosie: it carried 9.5
kilos of mail. The airplane returned to Barranquilla
14 September. Covers or cancels carried on this
flight are not known.

8 October 1920. SCADTA signed a contract
with the nattonal government for airmail service
along the Magdalena niver. In the first arhicle of
that contract it states: “The fetters, newspapers, efc.
will in addition to the national franking, will be
provided with a stamp comesponding to the
surcharge which the Contractor will have the nght
to charge, whose price in any case will not exceed
thirty centavos for zach 15 grams or fraction
thereof.”

Article 19 of this contract includes the
following clause: “This contract will 1ake effect
two hundred (200} days after that in which it is
signed. during which time the Contractor will take
the necessary steps to have ready all of the
elements necessary to begin the service which it
describes in a regular and safe way and will have
a duration of five {3) years. counting from that
same date. During the period which is necessary
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for this contract to be appraved and take effect. the
permissiaon which has been given to SCADTA to
carry correspondence and parceis in its aiplanes
will remain in cffect, using spectal stamps n
addition to the national postage.

Based upon the above clauscs, various
important actions took place:

1. From I8 Ociober 1920 until about 8 May [921,
SCADTA was to be in an expenimental and
adjustment phasc during which it could provide
mail service on an irregular schedule, enly for test
flights.

2. SCADTA had governmenl authorization 1o print
and utilize its stamps.

4 October 1920. SCADTA made its first issue
of stamps: 25,000 30 centavos stamps printed in
black on rose colored paper and 15,000
50 centavos stamps printed in green on while
paper. They were printed by C. Valiente of
Barranquilla in sheets of 48. The sheet borders
were not perterated.

19 October 1920. SCADTA made its first
flight from Barranquilla to Girardot. Hellmuth
Von Krohn was the pilot of the Junker F-13
“Colombia" accempanicd by  his mechanic
Schnurbusch. On this flight for the first tme
airmail franked with SCADTA stamps was carmied
and on some envelopes the stamps were cancelled
with a cancel of SCADTA showing a
hummingbird in the center (See Figure 1) It is
worth noting that not all covers carmied on that
flight show this cancel. An example is shown on
the cover of this issue. On this cover the SCADTA
starop is cancelled by the first airmail cancel of the
governmen! post office in Barranquilla which
reads” CORREQS AEREOS, Barranquilla
Octubre 18 - 1920. The letter were received in
Bogota the 21st of October and cancelled and
delivered the 22d of Qctober. The first issue
SCADTA stamps were used. The airplane
Colombia was equipped with whecls for the flight
to Bogota. but in the first experimenial flight the
landing gear was destroyed upon landing.13
November 1920. On this day the second SCADTA
airplane began its flight to Girardot crewed by
Hammer with the Colombian lerrera as mechanic
and Mr. Tietjen, the manager of the company as
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passcnper. Between
Pucrto  Berrio and
Cirardot, Dan
Gonzalo Mejia was a

COPACARTA

passenger, invited by
the pilot. The plane
amived i Girardot
on the 15th of
November 1920 It
carried a
considerable volume
of mail. but it is not
known whether the
mail was franked

with SCADTA
stamps  or  what
cancelations  were
used. On the 17th of
November an
cxperimental  flight

was made over the
plains of Telima.

Sellor

The authorities of
the Department of
Huila offered to pay
for a flight of the
airplane to Neiva,
which was
accomplished on the
26th of November. Mr, Tiegen approved the flight
to collect 10,000 pesos from the sale of company
stock. The seaplane returned to Girardot the 30th of
November and commenced preparations for the
flight to Bogota for the purpose of reaching the other
team of aviators.

11 December 1920 Helmuth Von Krehn and the
mechanic Carlos Vansch made the flight from
Girardot to the savannah of Begota crossing the
cordillera. This act gave great prestige to SCADTA
from a promotional standpoint. but was of ne
economic valug, Upon landing the airplane crashed
in a field acquired by SCADTA in Bosa. It was only
able to return to Barrarguilfa on the 4th of March
1921, The round mp ook 5 months. No mail was
carried on the flight from Girardot to Bogota. The
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FIGURE 1 - Cover from first SCADTA Right Barranguilla - Girardot.
SCADTA stamp cancelled by first SCADTA “hummingbird” cancel,

return {light carried mail. There are covers from this
flight and cancelations which prove it. See Figure 2.
Flights during the first seven months of 1921
were basicaily experimental and SCADTA made an
undetermined number of test fliphts and adjusted its
planes. This epoch was very imporiant 1o prepare for
the regular air operations of SCADTA. There is
philatelic evidence that mail was carried during this
cpoch. Figure 3 shows three cancelled stamps from
thes test pertod. A list of known cancels is given in
the table betow. This is a preliminary list and
represents the first ome such a list has been
published. The author solicits photocopies of cancels
on dates which are not included in the list in order to
complete this chapter of SCADTA history.
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FIGURE 2 — Cover carried on the first return flight from Girardot to Barranquilta.
Stamps are cancelled by circular date stamp of national post office in Girardot.
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FIGURE 3 - Stamps showing cancels of SCADTA experimental flights.
L to R: 30c black on rose stamps of first SCADTA issue cancelled
12 April 1921, 13 Jun 1921 with Bogota cancel and 15 Sep 1921 with Bogota cancel.

KNOWN CANCELS OF 2 Aug 1921 Medellin
SCADTA EXPERIMENTAL FLIGHTS [Sep 1921 Bogor
DATE CANCEL X Scp 1921 Boguta

12 Apr 1921 Bepola 13 Sep 1971 Bogota
29 Apr 1921 Girardot
1-2 May 1921 Neiva 19 SEP 1921 Scheduled SCADTA scrvice begins.

: This date and this action are of preat importance as
2% May 1921 . :

- i AR evidenced by the following excerpt oof the boak
I gy L2t ot “Air Lines of Latin America Since 1919" by
}% Jun 1921 W RE.G.V. [avies.

22 Jun 1921 Rarranquilla “SCADTA began its scheduled services, with a

[ lal 1021 ta fixed calendar, between Barmanquilla and Girardot,

- : with an cxiension o some flights to Neiva, the 19th
A et il of September 1921, This date ought to be observed
1% Jul 1921 Bogota as one of the most imponant in the entire calendar of
22 Jul 1921 Barranquilla events that make up the history of commerical

1 T aviation in Lanin America. .

Ay 1§2 Fiogpa The inaupuration of scheduled services was the

culminanen of the preparation. planning.
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organization and technical expertise that represents
the signal of success of any transportation
orpanization. (rher atrlines existed tn South America
before that date, in Argentina. French Guiana and in
Colombia itsclf: but none reached the level of
success by which the public could coum on the
availability of service, on a regular and guaranteed
bases.”

Various years passed before such an event took
place in the United States, aithough airlines that met
that criteria extsted in many counties of Europe and
Australia,

Any philaeelic material carlicr than this date is
part of the experimental phase of SCADTA flipghts
and can be considered as rarc.

After the 19th of September 1921 SCADTA had
a regular and programmed scrvice of flights and
therefore had to adapl its stamps fo the rates of the
new scheduled routes.

The 19th of September the Girardot-Neiva route
was tnittated and SCADTA decided to charge 10
cemavos for each 20 grams of weight for letters. As
there were no 10 centavos stamps, they decided to
surcharge the 50 centavos stamp of the first 1ssue
with rubber handstamps with the inscription “valor
10 centavos™ of which they made three types of
handstarmps. They cven prepared several stamps
overprinted by a typewriter, the authority for use of
which was never clearly confirmed by the company,
but which were used on the airmail.

The surcharges on the first 1ssuc were described
in detail by Kessler in his catalog and amply
explained in the various editions of the Gebauer and
Londaio handbook to which text our readers are
referred. It is worth noting that the surcharges were
used between the months of November and
December of 1921, Also some stamps were bisected
to pay the postage.

Omn the 3rd of November 1921 the second issue
of stamps appeared with values of [0 centavos
yellow, 15 centavos blue and 30 centavos rose.
These values comresponded to the new rates of the
new routes, Girardot — Neiva (rate 10 centavos for
each 20 grams) and Barranquilla - Cartapena (15
centavos for each 20 grams) and the 30 cemavos
value comresponded to the rate from Bammanquilla -
Girardot — Bogota. The stamps were printed by
C. Valiente M. of Barranquilla in sheets of 32
stamps perforated 11 3/4.

The resulls exceeded expectations and SCALDTA
was now trying to standardize its rates. cancels and
stamps. This was why it contracted for the third
definitive issue and placed it 1n use on 19 December
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1921, This emission. known as the Servicio Postal
Aerea de Colombia issue, was prepared in Germany
by the prnter Meisenbach, Riffarth & Co. of
Munich. The technical and philatelic details are well
known,

[t s important here to underitne the date in
which it was put tn circulation,

In December 1921 the 50 centavos stamp of the
first issue was surcharged again with the vatue of 20
centavos due to a change in the rate. The imitial cate
was 50 centavos for cach 20 grams, This ratc was
reduced in 1921 to 30 centaves for the first 20 grams
and 20 centavos for each additional 20 grams. The
50 centavos stamp was surcharped 20 centavos due
to the lack of stamps of this value. The shortage af
20 centavos stamps lasted only a few days. Fipure 4
shows a cover showing use of these surcharged
stamps.

With the stamps of the third emission in use, the
first two issues were demonetized and retired from
use on the 1st of March 1922, Figure § shows a post
card used on the last day on which the stamps werg
availabie for postage. Note the short tme in which
the second issue was in use; four months. This
mdicates that the cancels of the second issue have a
degrec of rarity, although some are abundant.

Finally, the 4th of June 1923 the fourth
definttive tssuc of SCADTA known as the Servicio
de Transporte Aereo en Colombia was made known,
The technical details of this issue can be found in
any catalog,

The dates surmmarized in this article are very
important i valuing cancelled stamps or covers.
Dates near the first days of issue are scarce and
interesting, Dates of late use also have some degree
of importance and complete the study that can be
developed of these issyes. Finally, | have wanted to
illusirate the present article with philatelic material of
each epoch. The remainimg pages illustrate postrnarks
which were used during the first four years of
aperation of SCADTA,

Bibliography:
Trujillo. Gabnel: Nuevos aportes a la histona del Senvicio

Postal Aereo de Colombia Borota Fitatehco,

Dawigs R.E GV Atr Lines of Latin Amenica Since 1963,
Boy, Hervert: Una Histona con Alas Editonal lqueima,

Bogota 1963,

Forerg F. Jose Ipnacio: Histona de la Awiacion en

Colombia Aedita Editores Lida 1964
Anonymous; Los Primeros Yueles de la SCADTA.

{Photocopy)
Newspapers and magazines of the pertod El Grafico,

Cromos, El Tiempo



COPACARTA DECEMBER

s ol

T A

"WS,JL Fodiher
Gg2¢-727. 2085 (IO ORI |

: ‘ﬂ-l_;q -3'].‘,)_,.,«1' II:jl. 1
’fll!:', oy, !

FIGURE 4 — Cover from Bogota to New York, December 1921, 70 centavos rate
paid by 50 centavos stamp and surcharged 20 centavos stamp of the first SCADTA issue
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FIGURE 5 - Postal Card mailed from Girardot to Neiva on 2B February 1922
Last day of use of the 10 centavos stamp of the second SCADTA issue

1997

First official aimail cancel of Barranguilla First cancel of SCADTA (5 covers known}
Both of these were used only on covers flown on the Barranquilla-Girardot flight of 18 October 1820
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SGCIEDAD COLOMBO-ALEMANA
DE
TRANSPORTES AEREOS.

(Compania Andnima)

SCADTA Office in Barranguilla

Sociedad Colombo Alemang

Tramsportes Aereos
t—LUNES 26 +3°

Commemoratve Cance! used only on the
second scheduled fight 26 September 1922

SOCIEDAD COLOMBO-ALEMANA
DE TRANSPORTES AEREOS
MEDBLAIN

HL RGHNTH

SCADTA Office In Medalim

Sociedad Colombo Alemana
Tramsportes Aereos de
W Bi ranguilla

Straight ine cancel with the figure of a hand on 3rd line
Rare. seen only on a cover from New York
to Bogota with stamps signed by Don Gonzalo Mejia.
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SOCIEDAD COLOMBO- ALEMANA

DE

TRANSPORTES AEREOS

OLOMRBRp
L-‘""O D € 4{5‘,1,.
e ‘a&y

DE
TRANSPORTES AEREOS

SERVICI0 POSTAL AEREQ

\ P
AR s
BOGOTA TAGE
SCADTA Office in Bogota SCADTA Office in Cartagena

NAVEGACION AEREA

™NE WA

SOCIEDAD COLOMEO ALEMANA
DE
TRANSPORTES AEREQS.

(Compadia Anénima)

14 NOY 1921

HIDROAVION

SCADTA office in Neiva Clock and Date used in Baranguilla

Servicio Postoi o
ecomendado al sefio-.
Rgente de la Scodla Aereo de Ceolombio
para entrega personal PANAMA
R e
First registration handstamp used by SCADTA Cancel used in Panama,

Cansidered to be the precursor of
SCADTA consular markings
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i~ | Manel Jogg TOBON
2)

SCADTA Office in Girardot SCADTA Office in Medellin
Manuel Tobon was SCADTA agent in Medellin

METALLIC CIRCULAR CANCELS USED BY SCADTA BEGINNING IN 1922

BOGOTA Type | BOGOTA Type !l
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A UNIQUE MIXED FRANKING OF HAPAG AND VENEZUELA STAMPS
By Dr. Knut Heiser

The following is extracied from an article in the
August 1997 Mainsheet and printed here by
permission of the editor. Brian Moorhouse .

In 1871  the  ilamburg-Amerikanische
Packetfahn-Actien-Gensellschatt  in Hamburg
(HAPACG) commenced operations of a monthly
shipping line between Hamnburg and Colon which
also carried mail between Gemmany and the West
Indies. This Ime called at the Venezuelan pans of
La Guairg and Puerto Cabello. From 1874 on, the
frequency was i-weekly and in 1875 the company
issued privaie stamps with the authorization of the
German Reichpost, the so-called HAPAG stamps,
which were to be used on etters carnied on HAPAG
ships transporting mail between the Canbbean poris.

The HAPAG postage rates was L0 cents gold for
the first 30 grams and 10 ¢ents for each addihonal 10
grams in weight.

Covers with HAPAG stamps are very elusive
and scldom sccn. Mixed frankings of HAPAG
stamps with stamps of other countries are great
ranties and weve, until recently, only known with
stamps of Great Britain (three covers known) or
USA (one cover known). They originated due 1o
addition of HAPAG siamps onto mail which game
from these countrics and passed to a HAPAG ship at
St. Thomas in order to be carried to their final
destinatien in the Caribbean,

A fascinaung HAPAG item is the letter sheet
illustrated on the next page sent from San fose de
Cucuta to Barranguilla which was directed via Puerto
Cabelio in Vencsuela where it passed 1o a ship of the
HAPAG line to he carmied to Barranguilla, This lener
ts not only fascinating because it is (he only known
mixed franking of HAPAG stamps with stamps of
Venezuela, but also because it is proof of anm
¢xrraordinary postal rounng in an extracrdinary
histonical perod.

The archive notations on the letter show that it
was writlen on |9 February 1877 by Riedel & Co. [n
Cucuta and received 28th May 1877 by Eberbach &
Co. In Barranquilla.

On the upper nght comer of the face of the cover
there are two *: real pink Venuelan stamps from the
fowrth “Contrasciia” overprints of 1876 with inverted
overprint cancelled and tied to the cover with
undated  double circle  “CORREQS  de
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VENEZUELA/PUERTO CABELLO™ cancels. In
the lower lefi hand comer there are two HAPAG
stamps, on of thern turned partly onto the back of the
letier sheet, so that it has been damaged a linle upen
opening. The two HAPAG stamps are each centraily
cancelled with blue “P” in a circle cancels (P
stands for Puerto Cabello). A blue manuscript 35"
Colombian armval rating is situated in the middle of
the letter touching both the HAPAG and the
Veneruclan stamps. The letter also bears a
manuseript *1e7 {real) in pencil alongside the oval
sender’s cachet.

It is astonishing that a leiter sent inside Colombia
has been transporied the long way through
Venezucla and not by the shorter way through inner
Colombia. | found the reason when | read another
illustrated lener sheet dated duh May 1877 sent from
San Cristobal, Venezueta to Centuri (Isle of Corsica)
via Maracaiba and Puerto Cabello. The send wrote:
“La revolucion dc Colombia parece que esta a
concluirse, Dios lo quiera.” {Translation: 11 seems
that the revolution m Colombia is ¢nding, God
willing. } internal Colombian troubles were obvicusly
the reason why the lener could not be posted the
direct way through Colombia. The sender therefore
decided to route it through Venezuela 1aking benefit
of a well served route from San Cristobal 1o Puerto
Cabello via Maracaibo and the fact that both Puerto
Cabello and the port of Rarranquilla jay on the
HAPAG route.

The article illustrated two covers from Germany
to Barranquilla which were carmied by HAPAG and
show the same 157 marking which supgests that 15
centavos was charged on such incoming leiters when
they amved in Barranquilla for local delivery.
However, it also states that the HAPAG franking on
the illustrated cover suggests that it weighed between
30 and 40 grams, The Venezuelan postage of | real
was nol correet for an internal letter with that rate.
but would be the correct fee for a letter handcarried
10 the post office in Puerto Cabello and placed in the
mails there 10 be sent by HAPAG. Any member can
who can add any additional infortation concerning
the Colombian postal markings is vrged to send it to
member Brian  Moorhouse so thm 1 can be
forwarded to the author.
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THE MARKET REPORT

| mentioned the price realized for one lot in our
Mail Bid Sale 16 in the previous issue. Other
noteworthy realizations were:
» Lotd. Colombia 6 used with red Ceion cancel.
$110. Basic stamp Scoltt $62.50.
* Lot 19 Celombia 19 used with oval Colon
cancel in red. $120(te). Basic stamp Scoft $95.

» Lot 32. Colombia SCADTA consular
forerunncrs signed G. Mejia. $200(tte) against a
5140.00 reserve.

* Lot 59 Colombia 131 used on cover from
Panama to 1/.5. $190 against a $140 reserve.

Public Auction 100 of George Alevizos will be
held on 17 December 1997, It includes 32 lots of
Colombia, a number of which seem 1o be reoffers of
unsold lots in previcus sales. These include a lot of
Madagascar U/ P.U. specimens of Colombia stamps
and a number of lots of Amencan Bank Note
Company die proofs of Colombian stamps. many of
which have thematic interest, There is also a lot of
12 registercd covers from various origins showing
the transtt marking of the 1.8, Postal Agency in Cali.
Colombia, There are aiso 11 lots of Panama.

The 15 November sale of Latin American

i
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—
member Brian

Moorhouse. included 75
iots of Colombia and 28
lots of Panama. Lot 461
included the cover mailed
in Panama with the 1876
10¢ stamp of Colombia
addressed to San
Francisuo which is shown
below. Surprisingly, Brian
offered it in = lot with two
other covers. Lot 638
was an irregular block of
68 of the 1877 5 Pesos
green, type 2, Scon 78

— Auctions, managed by
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SPACE FILLERS

I just recerved my copy of the latest issue of the
journal of 1he Canal Zone Study Group. In it the
editor, our fonmer president David Leeds, announced
his resignation as editor. although he will remain as
a contributing cditor. David hopes te complete a
number of pending projects including publication of
a handbook on Canal Zone asirmail. The CISG has
successfully changed editors a number of times in
the past and | will watch tus siluation with interest,
since the continued success of COPAPHIL will
depend on our ability 1o Tansition 10 4 new editor
when | make a similar decision.

Federico Brid has informed me thai the Helmw
Panama collection is stil) in the hands of the Shreve
firm and that no plans tor i1s disposition kave been
annwounced at this writing.

This issue brings an unantictpated article on
Colombiz airmails. [ must confess that | amn not an
expert on the airmail issues, but alter reading a
number of recent articles and talking with specialists
41 PACIFIC 97, | am beginning to get an
understanding of the topic.

Thanks 10 a number of members who have sent
me photocopes of covers with poslal markinps. A
special thanks goes m Robert Muller who sent
photocopies of many pages of his collection which
nclude a number of unusual and seldom seen iems
from the late 1800's. | plan to publish some of the
more mtereshing items in fulure 1ssues of the journal.

As promised this issue brings the first of Alan
Anyon’s articles on Colombia Cinderella material. [
don’t believe [ have ever seen any of the telegraph
seals in my collection purchases, but they look like
an ntcresting topic for siudy. When | visited Alan in
London two years ago, | had a chance to look over

some parts of Alan’s collecion. He has quute a
diverse holding of the Cinderellas and | think you
will find his series of articles to be interesting.

[ is nice to have an article from Gerard Marque.
our fermer sales manager. The British post offices in
Latin America are an interesting topic and covers
with these stamps definilely enhance a collectton of
carly Colombian postal listory. The same 15 true for
HAPAG covers and | ain happy to repnnt the Main
Sheet article for the benetit of those of you who are
ol members of the Spanish Main Society The
correspondence that | have seen indicates that there
must have been a large colony of Germans in the
Cucula area, (fiven the time (hat it woeuld take for a
letter mailed m Cicuta to veach Bamanquilla, it
seems likely (hat much of their mail to Europe was
send by messenger via Maracaibo, cven before the
completion of the railroad which led to the
establishmeni of the Correo del Comercio.

I can’t resist adding my twe ¢ents worth to the
ideas in the President’s letter. While it is cerlainly
wonderful lo have world-wide exhibitions so that
every collecter in atiendance can find an exinbu in
his specialized area this presents many problems for
show organizers, not the Jeast of which is the
difTiculty in getting jury members with expentise in
all of the areas being exhibited. The most promising
change would bc 1w limit the number of
commissioners whose expenses must be subsidized
by the show organization. 1 would suggest that a
commussioner should be responsible for a minimam
nuniber of frames to qualify for this subsidy.

May ¢ach of vou have a pleasant holiday seasen
and a new year full of wonderful acquisions for
your collections.
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PANAMA 20 February 1871 to Senigaglia, italy via London
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COPAFPHIL NEWS
NEW MEMBERS (thru 1 DECEMBER 1997)
383 SCHAFER Scott £ . Box 1805 . Hunisville AL 35807 ... USA
352  SCOGIN, Robert . 919 W Argyie St. Chicago IL 60640 . .. ... usa
351 TIERNEY. Gerald W 1360 York Ave Apt 2B New York WY 10021 USA
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Mr Scopin collects Colombia codes: 06, 10, 12
and 18 and Panama codes 57. 59-60, 62 and 68 as
well as Philatelic Exhibition material. Mr. Tiemey
is a denler in stamps of both Colombia and Panama.

The following have donated at least $5.00 and
are  recopnized as  contributing members  for
1997-1998:

€45 Kaplan B. 351Tierney. G.

The CHICAGOPEX committee has confirmed
cur meening at their 1998 show from the 6th 10 the
8th of November in the Rosemont Convention
Center. The official show hotel is located next door
and connected to the convention center by covered
walkwavs. Those of vou with 2 more modest budpet
who do not mind walking in Chicago winter weather
can stay at Motel 6 located abow 3/4 mile from the
convention center. There are also 2 number of
additional motcls and hotels in the area. The center
is within walking distance of the Rosement metro
center where you can catch a train downtown. Vice-
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president Dr. Antonio Chedid is our liaison with the
CHICAGOPEX commuittee. The show prospectus is
not vet rcady. but members planning to cxhibit
should write 1o the edilor as soen as possible and |
will send them as soon as they are recerved
COPAPHI. events include 2 late afternoan program
on Friday followed by an informal dinner a1 a
Colombian restaurant and a Sunday general meeting
followed by a propgram. Times are not vet available.

Ex-president David I Leeds 1s working on a
handbook, “Canal Zone Acraphilately” which
should soon be ready for publication. If you are not
amember of the Canal Zone Study Group and would
like a copy of the book when 1t is published, 1t would
he worthwhile to poin the CZ8G which distributes its
publicaticns without charge to members.

Your edilor received a gold medat and the APS
pre-1900 award of excellence for his exhibit, “The
Postal History of Colomima 1886 — 1899" at the
SANDICAL 98 show at San Diego.
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A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

As | wrole m the September 1997 issue | was
pravibged 10 examine a portion of the Dr. James B.
Helme Panama holdings al San Francisco which
were being offered as a single 101 at private treaty.
The heirs have now asked Shreve's Philatelic
Giallenes to dispose of the estate ar auchon
Charles Shreve invited mc to assist them in
idennfying the betler matertal n the collechon and
10 sugeest how it should be lotted.

| spent several davs in January at the task,
much of it m orpanizing the holdings which had
been packed in haxes in no particular order. [ then
examined all of the postal history items suggesting
those that should be seld as individual lots and
dividing the others mio logical proups. My intent
was 10 create lots that would be of interest to
collectors. COPAPHIL s goal was threefoid. First,
to insure that the heirs of our member secure a
reasonable price for ihis fine material, second 1o
ensure that all of oun menbers have an opporturity
to make purchases in the sale. and third to obtain
photocopies of the mamn postai history collections
for our library, so that they will be available for
study after the collection is braken up

In return for my help on behalf of the
organization, Shreves has agreed 10 provide a copy
of the sale caralog to each COPAPHIL member
without charpe. We furmished them with mailing
labels for that purpose. The sales cataloy will be 4
valuable reference for all Panama collectors in the
future and | strongly suggest that you keep it as a
reference in vour library . [f you really do nor want
to keep vour copy. consider donating it to our
library. [ would estimate, based vpon the Helme
holdings of covers of issues with which 1 am
farmlar, that the celicctien contained more than
50% of the Panama covers from 1886 - 1906,
Shreve’s also apreed to provide ns with the
photocopies as indicated above..

| cannot he gertain exactly how the material
will finally be lotted. The realities of the auction
business and available space in the catalog may
dictate that some lots that 1 would have liked to sec
oftered individually may m fact be sold in small
proups.

Shreves onginally suggested thal about 100
lots would be appropriate. With (he appraised
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value of the callection approximately $250.00{)
this would have made the average lor esnimate
$2500. This will be the first nmne that a major
Panama holding of this period has been sold at
auction. Somc of the classic sales 1n the past had a
few bots of this fype of matenal, hut many of the
better collections in the past have been sold by
private treaty. For example, there is no record of
recent sales on which to hase the estimated values
of the complete sheets of the second issue or of
various printings of the Fourth Panama Provisional
LTI

This sale will be one of the great opportunities
that Panama collectors will have in a lifetime 100
acire some outstanding matenial. To borrow an
old World War I slopan. it may be time (o “huy til
it huns,”

There was not fime to make detailed nowes ol
the 1903 - 190G provisional issucs material. bt
did muke some general notes which | wali share
with you in this issue in order to pive you an
overview of the type and quantity ol matenal thal
exists in the collectton and how it fits into the
overall history of the period. Heydon and Schayes
madz: seme comments about the cvents behind the
provisional issues. but neither had the opportunity
to see as much of the postal history of the pencd
as Dr. Helme accumulated.

In this issuc § also offer my account of Dr.
Helme. who was certainly one of the more
“interesting” characters on the philatelic scene for
many vears. | include a few ancenotes to pive an
idea of whai it was like to interact with him.

Plcase do not misinterpret the article, | am not
trying 16 disparage his wemendous philatelic
accamphishiments, but T do think it 1s appropriate
for futurc pencrations to know what he was like.
much as we know about Celonel Green and other
famous collectors from the anecnotes about them.

It may be that a bit of cccenmicity 15 a
nccessary characteristic of a pyeat philatelist. They
are usually individeals in which the perfecily
normal inclination of hwmans to coklect things has
hecome a passion. And passions can be powerful
molders of achons.

JIM CROSS
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SALES MANAGER'S REPORT

Mail Bid Sale 17 was closed 20 January. a
few days after the deadline to permii bidders who
tried to call me while I was in Dallas to telephone
their last moaute Wds. Lots were mailed to
successful bidders Jduring the week of 25.29
January and unsuccessful bidders have been
noufied. Sales thus far exceed $4375 which 1s just
shehtly below our average. This amount comes
from the sale of only 99 lots. Therefore more lots
are now available on a “first come, first served
basis™ for the minimum bid shown in the catalog.

My apologies for not including a hid sheet
with the catalog. It was an oversight However. the
maifing was already at the weight kmit and it will
b necessary to limit the journal to 20 pages when
a catalog is being distribwed with it in order to

avoid addetional postape charges. A number of the
unsold "anama lots have been withdrawn by the
consignor, but the following unsold lots are
available - 6, 8-11. 14 18 20, 27-28 39-40_ 45-
50. 52-53. 60. 62, 64. 66. 68, 70. 74. 77-86. B8-
89, 02 94 97 100-103, 106-112. 115 120121,
123-124, 127, 129, 135-140. 143-144. 148 150-
155. 157-161_163_ 166, 171175, 178-188. 190-
191 and 196-200.

Mail Bid Sale 18 will be held in conjunction
with our bienniel meeting at CHICAGOPEX
1998 The deadline for lots will be 15 August
1998 and the catalog will be mailed with the
September 1998 issue of COPACARTA. The sale
will close on 15 November. a week afier the end
of the show.

s POt —0r —

TREASURER'’S REPORT

INCOME STATEMENT
{1 JULY TO 31 DEC 1997)

INCOME

Membership Dues 1494.00
Matl Sales Commissions 573.60
Contnbutions 32795
[nvestment lncome 345.00
COPACARTA Ads 5.00
TOTAL 274555
EXPENSE

Printing 721,92
Postagc 403.00
Computer Expense 201000
Mail Sales Expense 111.45
Supplics 1237
TOTAL 1448.74
Net [ngome 125681

Note: Does not include library transactions for
the peniod.
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BALANCE SHEET
AS OF 31 DECEMBER 1997

ASSETS

Cash in Bank 1489.14
Petty Cash 4922
Library Cash Account 23837
Invesimends 10.817.0%
TOTAL 12,593.76
LIABILITIES

Prepaid Dues 805.00
RESERVE

Balance 1 Jul 1997 10, 491 .95
Net Income 10 31 Dec 1997 1,296 81
TOTAL 11,788 16

Cash in Dank m Savings Account in San Diego
National Bank currently paying 2.06% interest,

Investinents s two one year Certificates of
Ieposn at same bank.

£5455 68 maturing 3/17/98 @ 5.21% interest.

$5361.35 maturing 9/17/98 2 5.45% interesl.
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THE LEGACY OF DR. JAMES B. HELME
by Jim Cross

When Dr. Helme died unexpectedly in June
1996 | published an obituary by his friend aml
colleaguc Federico Brid. Now on the eve of the
sale of us Panama boldings by Shreve’s Philatelic
Galleries. it is appropriate o examing in more
detail his role in Panamanian philately.

What kind of a collector was he? First of all.
he was dedicated to his stamps. They were his
passion. Much of his sparc time was devoted to
them and he actively purswed any sowrce that
might lcad to acquiring additional items for his
collection.

Second. he had sufficient means to be able to
afford most items he nceded for his collection. [
have heard that he declined the opportunity to
purchase the Norman Hubbard coltection of first
issuc Manama because of the price, but that may
have been because he already had many similar
items in his own cellection. He purchased almost
anything related to Panama 1f the price was nght
and he seldom found the price 10 be 1o steep for
his taste.

Third. he was focused. He began as a Canal
Zone collector and tuned to Panama because the
carly Canal Zone overprints were on Panamanian
stamps. Stamps were his inferest, He was not
mterested in most other Panama postal history.
except for the stampless period in £885. There
were no forwarding agent or via Panama covers in
s collection and only three registered covers and
one piece showing Colombia stamps used in
Panama prior to 1887, These were o necessary
bepinning to  his  exhibit of the Panams
Repmistrabon System. As a researcher he acquired
far more copies of stamps that he was interested in
studying than most collectors would ever acquire
and even after he Hnished his studies he was a bit
reluctant to disposc of the duplicates.

When COPAPHIL held its first Mail Bid Sale
he sent a laree lot of material to Gerard Marque.
who was our sales manager at the time. There was
far too much matenat for one sale. Gerard made
up about 25 lots. After the catalog was published
Dr. Helme chanped s mind and wished to
withdraw the material. Our president had ro
intervene and point out that this was our firsi sale
and we needed to be successful o msure that there
would be others. Dr. Helme relenied and lefi the
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lotted material. but took the rest back and never
consigned any further maicrial. By the way his
lats, which included many ermors of the fourth
provisional overprints, sold very well. The realities
of the auction busimess requere that this tvpe of
material which could have been in the hands of
many of our Panama collecting members. now be
offercd as a few large lots whnch wilk probably bhe
purchased by a dealer for a fraction of what they
would have realized in sales 1o coliectors.

How much material did he have? His holdings
include cight complete mint sets of the Sccond
Colen overprints. Simee 1977 as a dealer. [ have
never handled one and no collection purchase has
included @ complete set, Further, if the set is
ex-bielme, the owner can be sure it is genuine, nol
an casy process otherwise as only two stamps in
the set catalog enough to be worth submitting for
4 certificate.

Finally, Dr. Helme was a “fly-specker.” He
was intercsied in the minutest details of s stamps.
This naturally led to his successful research of the
1887~ 1888 Panama map issuc and new findings
about the printings of the Fourth Panama
Provisional {Scott 76 - 83) and made him the
logical person o expertisc Manama matenal both
for the 4.P.5. and the Philatelic Foundanon. As an
example of his pursuit of varictics, his duplicate
files of First and Second ('olon provisional
overpants are orpanized by type (bvpes not listed
in any publication). He recogmzed five different
types of the former and fowr of the latier. Did this
imply the existence of multiple handstamps? The
stock cards don’1 say.

No human being is perfect and philatelists are
no exception. As supgested above, Dr. Helme was
not really a postal historian. e cared little for
postal markings. His matenal was not covered n
the Arosemena and Enwistle project te record
Panama posial markimps 1o 1906 which was
published in the first few years of this journal. As
a result the work was of necessity mcomplete.
because Dr. Helme owned many of the covers on
which the scarcer markings can be found. There is
only passing mention of auxiliary markings in his
exhibits and none of the write-ups refer to the
cancels except to note the dates. even though he
had several which mav be umgue on cover.
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He was not a linguist and had only a reading
knowledge of Spanish. His most successiul
research occurred when he was paired with
someone who was familiar with the language. He
was totally unfamiliar with and unmterested in the
postal fustory of Colombia. so much so thai he
never cven tumed his atiention to the varieties of
Colombian regisiration stamps that were used on
his covers. The colot page in this issue shows three
types. the first is clearly Scott FLI and the last is
Scott F12, but what is the une in the middie The
color is not yellow brown. but the paper is buff.
This is the type that is found or most of the covers
until 1897, Lack of area background also
contributed to erroncous conclusions in seme his
articles. For example the 1887-1888 series articles
implied that all Colombian stamps cancelled in
Panama were used there. He was astonished when
1 sent him photocopies of a number of covers n
my collechion. probably mailed aboard ship, which
have Colombia return addresses and cancels from
Colon. He d&id not realize that the Panama
postmaster in 1885 was poverned by Colombian
postal repulations and that the 1885 stampless
covers should have had the "NO HAY
ESTAMPILLAS"  markings  which  those
regulations requered. This regulation was often
bent or broken in the rest of Colombia alse and
omission of the markings does not affect the
validity of the covers.

Most awkwardly, Dr. Helme was not a good
writer. If you never corresponded with him, you
have missed one: of life’s preat experiences. if you
asked a stmple question in a letter. you often
received a four page creation in reply. He
LOVED to write THINGS in CAPITAL
LETTERS, so you wouldn't MISS them. Sevcral
vears ago Carlos Valenzuela sent him photocopics
of a number of covers asking if he would be
interested in them. Carlos got a reply with a full
page pedigree of most of the items {a couple of
which I)r. Helme purchased). Carlos later sent me
photocopies of the covers and these pedigrees. |
have them in my FILES as a REMINDER of DR,
HELME. My first introduchon to his style was a
shock. T had never mct him or written to him when
he joined as a charter member of COPAPHIL. |
recognized the name and wrote him a hnef
welcoming kerter in which 1 stated that | hoped he
would supply Panama material for the joumnal.
since he was the leading expert on the country. The
threc page response 15 a GEM. 1 miss those letters.
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However, his style of writing made it very
difficult for him to write for publication He didn't
capitalize words in his articles, but his rambling
style was almosi the exact opposite of pood
Journalistic practice and musi have dnven his
editor to tears, Most of his writings seem 1o have
been published as submitted and arc often difficult
to follow. It vou don’t belicve me. reread the two
series on the 18R7-1888 issues and try 1o
determine how many covers he had recorded of
each value from Panama and Colon. an important
fact that could have been conveyed in a simple
tabie in two column inches.

He was always willing to sharc his knowlegc
with mc. but it was always off-the-record. 1 have
learmed what 1 know about Panamanmian stamps
from many differcns sources and | don’t always
remember who was the source for which. This
made 1t difficult for me to wnic amythang about
*anama while he was living for fear that | would
inadvertently violate his confidence. In fetters to
others he didn't always include the same caveat. A
Europcan member submitted a C19 cover to the
A P S for expertization. He received a cernificate
stating it was penuine. accompanicd by a onc page
histary of the 1ssue. The member later sent me this
information which [ published (I can’t locate the
issue at this writing), 1 promptly received a letter
from Dr. Helme chastising me for printing il. On
another occasion | printed a photocopy of one of
the 8B5S stampless covers which 1 thought 1 had
received from Ray lIreson, but actually  had
received from Dr. Helme, R required the
inicrvention of our then president to keep me from
being hanged for an honest mistake. Life without
Ir. Helme has not been as interesting.

His legacy includes his research and published
findings, the notebooks which he lefl to Federico
Brid for ulimate donation o the A P.R.L. and the
photocopies of his third issue and registration
covers whick have been promised to COPAPHIL
by Shreves and will make it possibie 1o advance
the postal markings research ol Arosemena and
Entwistle. Since maost of the registered covers are
on album papes with exiensive wnte-up. the
photocapies will serve as a source materiat for a
definitive articte on the Panama repistration system
from 1881 to 1906, A prcliminary arlicle which
folkrws will set the stage and provide background
information which will scrve as a puide to
members to evaluate such material, including both
stamnps and covers in their possession.
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THE PANAMA PROVISIONAL STAMPS OF 1903 — 1904
by Jim Cross

Panama dcclared its independence on 3
November 1903, That was a Tuesday. There was
a two day stand-off before the Colombian troops
in Colon were convinced to leave the country.
During this period. postal matters were probably
of secondary concern. At the time there were
stocks of the Panama map stamps in the post
offices in the country as wetl as the following
Colomima Stamps: Registrabon stamps F13 and
F17, Acknowledgement of Receipl Stamp H3, and
Late Fee Stamp 14,

There may also have been a reserve stock of
the map stamps either in the Panama Treasury or
in the Postal Administranon. There is ne pubhished
documentation of the existence of such a reserve
stock and the stamps which ulumately received the
so-called Fourth Panama overpnnt could have
come from a shipment from the ABNCo. which
armived after independence or may have been
retuned fram existing stocks of the Panama and/or
Colon post offices.

There s only one cover in the Helme
collection from the week of 3-6 Novemnber, ltis a
first day of independence cover mailed in Colon.
Obviously. the stamps are current stamps without
Qverprints.

There were no practical alternatives to using
the existing stock of stamps and the deccision
seems to have been made that the stamps should
be overprinted to show the existence of the new
republic. This overpining was done in the
individual post offices. Catalog publishers usually
speak of an issuc of stamps. There 15 no evidence
that the first twe Panama, Colon or Bocas Del
Tore provisional overprints were issugs in the
traditional sense. Tnstead. Tubber stamps werc
procured and probably applied to the stamps as
needed or as time allowed. Whole sheets may have
been handstamped in advance and in Bocas del
Toro especially individual stamps may have been
handstamped at the time of the sale. Schaye
menttoned that the averprinting was often done by
an office boy {probably when he was not running
errands or fetiching coffee).

One of my experiences in Panama in 1953
might be pertinent. My wife and adopted daughter
had applied for their passports and we were told
we nceded an approval from another government
department. | believe the Ministeno de Gobiemo,
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We walked over to the building. There was no
informatton desk. so we enfered the first office we
found 1n the building and stated our business. We
were divected to the end of the cormider, then left
down another comider to a stairway at the end and
up the stairway to the landing. There on the
landing we found a young lad of possibly 17
scated at a U.5. army folding field table with a
rubber stamp and ink pad. He asked no questions
and did not read the papers. but simply stamped
thermn and my wife and stepdaughter were able to
get their passports. Perhaps. such a lad wath an
carlier maodel of the table was the printer for the
provisional 1ssucs.

Dr. Helme speculated that i Panama City the
rubber stamp or stamps used to handstarmp the first
Panama provisional issuc were ardered on Friday
and that the overprinted stamps were placed on
sale the following Monday, 9 November 903,
There are two 9 November 1903 covers in his
colicction which arc probably FDC's. The stamps
were first handstamped in red. Black seems to
have soon been adopied for the two centavos
stamp since a red overprint was difficult to read on
the red stamp. The only stamps handstamped in
black that 1 saw on cover in the Helme collection
are the 2 centavos stamps. There are no covers
with any other value overprinted in black. Anyone
possessing any other valie overprinted in black on
cover 15 urged o mform the author,

In such an ervironment It seems incorrect io
speak ol rteprints, since there was no original
printing to begin with. It is possible that
handstamping of mint stamps with handstamps
considered genuine continued as long as there was
demand. even afier new handstamps were in use,

The first Colon handstamp may not have been
placed in usc unt] about a week later. Note the
repistered covers in the auction catalog of the
Helme collection for the latest Colon item with
stamps withowt overprimt and the earhest Colon
ilem with overprints. The first day the overpninl
was used could be any day in between. The same
applics to covers from Bocas del Toro,

There 15 ne evidence that any of the stamps in
the post office in David were ever overprinted.
The Helme collection cantains a number of covers
from David from 1904 and all of these have
unoverprinied stamps.
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Schaye wrote that the repistation and
acknowledgement of receipt rates in Panama werc
reduced to 10 and 5 centavos respectively on |
January 1904, This was the date of a similar
decrease in Colombia. However, the covers in the
Helme coliecnion indicate that this 13 incorrect for
Panasna. The earliest covers with registrateon
stamps on which the value has been changed to
l0c were used it the city of Panama on 8
December 1903 | did not have time 10 study the
covers to see if it can be determined if all of the
regular postage rates were also reduced to the pre-
1902 rates at the same time. The earlies! covers
with surcharged registration stamps from Colon
and Bocas del Toro are dated somcwhat later.
There may be newspaper notices which witl
confirm the effective date of the new rates.

It is imporiant to understand that afier the
effective date the tate for a repistered letter was
always 10 centavos, Presumably an accounting
change was made to reduce by half the vatue of
existing  stocks  of the  regisraion  and
acknowledgrement of receipt stamps carried on the
books as of that. From that day forward the
tepistration stamps were sold for L0 centavos and
the acknowledgement of receipt stamps for 5
centavos. The evidence sopgests that the surcharge
was applied. when it was applicd. at the ime of
safe and that the surcharging was a haphazard
aftair. For example there are more Colon covers
showing unsurcharged stamps {Scont F17) than
those with a manuscript surcharge (Scott F18) or
the large handstamped 10 (Scott F20). The
surcharges on the Helme F20 cavers are actually of
diffcrent sizes indicating that more than onc
handstamp was used for surcharging. Helme had
no uses on cover of the handstamp listed as Scott
F19, lecaving the possibility that this was a
handsiamp only used to produce mint stamps for
sale 1o collectors,

The situation mn Bocas del Toro was even more
chaotic. There are only & lunited number of Bocas
registered covers in the Helme collection and
almost every one ts unigue in seme way. There are
covers without the Panama handstamp and with
Panama written in manuscript. There are different
forms of the numecral 10. Examinc the description
of each cover listed in the auction catalog to pet a
better picture of what exists on cover.

The rate had already been reduced 1o 10
centavos by the nme that the second Panama.
second Colon and second Bocas del Toro
handstamps were put in use, Therefore the
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these
the

rcgistration fece on all covers with
handstamps was 10 centavos. whether
scgistration stamps are surcharged or not,

In Apnl a number of philatchc covers were
mailed from Bocas franked with complete sets (or
almost complete sets) of the fowrth Tanama
overprented stamps. These stamps all have the
Colombian 10c A.R. stamp withou! either Panama
overprint or S¢ surcharpe.

Schaves speculated that the steck of Colombia
F13 and F17 stamps on hand in Panama ar the last
pre-independence  audits  was  imsufficient o
produce all of the overprinted registration stamps
that are kmown and that perhaps additivnal stocks
were obtained from Colombia where the stamps
were ne longer used after the 1 January 1904 rate
change. 1t shoutd be noted that a sheet of 100 of
the 20 centavos stamps sold for 20¢ gold oF 40c in
the Panama silver currency in 1904, 10 centavos
would buy 25 stamps which could then be sold for
2 pesos 50 centavos at face value. The use of
registration numbers on used stamps provided a
control and would have provoked suspicion if
more numhers were used than the number of
stamps available. but there was nothing to prevent
importation and surcharging stamps to be sold
mint te collectors ad a tidy prodit, of which the
gevernment would pet no share.

‘The third Panama and third Colon overpnnts
were printed and 1t would have been logical if the
entite remaining stocks on hand in the hwe post
offices, as opposed to the reserve stock of the
postal administtation,  would  have  been
surcharged. That may have been true, because
many of the stamps with the questionable fourth
and fifth Colon overprints already had received
onc of the earlicr overprints, indicaring there were
no more unoverprinted stamps available o be
overprinted ..

In the Helme collection there are 12 registered
and 8 unreygstered covers and 16 used postal cards
with some form of the fourth or fifth Colon
overprints that passed thru the mails. Thess items
will probably be lotted scparately in the auction,
Hceydon and others mentioned that semc stamps
with these overprints were used on the mails by
tavor. but this is the first ime that a count has been
available.

Overprinting  the second Panama, second
Bocas del Toro and third Colon overprints
cxhausted the stocks of Colombia FE3 and F17.
The supply of these overprinied stamps was used
up before the new penecral registration stamp
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became available m August 1904

Covers in the Helme coliection document that
in Colon there was concurrenl use of the
overpnnted Colembian stamps and of 10 centavos
map stamps cancclicd with an R Colon in circle
CANCEL. This can he shown (o be a cancel since
it almost always ties the stamp 1o the cover
Covers are found with the stamps of the Colon
overprints and also with the 4th Panama overprint,
The A/R fee was almost always paid in Colon by
a regular 5 centavos stamp cancelled with the A R
Colon handstammp. Apain these are found on
stamps with the Colon overprints and alsa with the
4th Panama overpnint, If these devices were
cancels as the covers definitely suggest than the
mast comrect descniption of the mint stamps with
these handstamps. which were small enough to fit
on the stamps if carefully applied. is a tvpe of
“cancel-to-order” Schaye noted this and felt they
should ali be removed from the catalog, but he was
king-hearted and did not reccommend it because of
the large stocks which were in the hands of
collectors and dealers.

In both Bocas del Tore and Panama, the 10c
stamps of the Fourth Panama issue were used for
the repistration fee and cancelled with a larpe R in
a circle and the registration number. In Bocas the
R was struck in black to tie the stamp to the cover
and the number was writien below it. In Panama
the same handsiamp was uscd thal was used to
create the March 1900 provisional, but struck in
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red with the number, Probably less than ten
examples of each exist on cover. Dr. Helme had
about half of them. Samilarly the AR, in circle
handstamp was used to cancel a regular 5 centaves
stamp on a few covers from Panama when the
stock of averprined Colombian A. R. stamps was
used up.

The covers from the Helme collection suggest
that the reason for the scarcity of the second Bocas
de! Toro overpoints 15 that the stock of
unoverprinied stamps at Bocas del Toro was
almost exhansted by the nme the handstamp was
procured. When new supplies were obtained they
were stamps that already had the Fourth Panama
overprints. The current foetnate n Scatt relating to
this issue is incorrect. Dr. Helme had a registered
cover with a genuine used 1 peso stamp with the
Second Bocas del Toro overprint. so that stamp, at
least. should not have been deleted from the
catalog.

It is my opinion that the Fourth Panama
overprints should be renamed  the General Panama
overprints.  Unlike the first three Panama
overprints, thescem to have been applied to stocks
of stamps in the custody of the Postal
Admunistration and shipped to all of the posi
offices in the Repubtic as well as to the Canal
Zone. If catalop listings arc revised it might be
more accurate if these were renumbered 170-177
and listed after the other provisional Panama
overprints in the Scott catalog,

THE COLORS AND PAPER SHADES OF THE 1887 - 1888 PANAMA ISSUE

In his articles on this subjeci published in the
Collector’s Club Philatelist Dr. James B. Ficlme
deseribed the vartous shades of paper that were
used lo priMd the 2. 5, 10, and 20 ceatavos stamps
of this issue and also two different shades. brown
and red brown that are found on both the wove
paper and pelure paper stamps of this issue, The
paper colors were described with a reference to the
Philatelic Foundation color guide. Since many
collectors do not have access {0 this color gwide,
examples of thesc stamps are illustrated on the
celor page in this issuc. All of these stamps are
part of the duplicates in the Helme collection
wiiich were made avatlable for color photocopying
by Shreve's Philatelic Galleries

The colors are n many cases similar to the
celors on contemporary stamps of (olombia and
a numbxr of those are shown for comparison. Scot

publications will be requested 1o list the paper
cobor varieties in the next catalog revision.

The editor believes there is ne questton about
the distinctions between the vartous paper shades
as described by Dr. Helme., However, there is a
question aboui the dishinction between the dark
brown and reddish brown shades of the 50
centaves issues. [t is somewhat difficult to
distinguish the diffcrence between the two shades
and the range of shades found is simitar 1o the
range found on brown Colombian stamps of the
period which are not recognized as varietics in the
Scott catalog. The differences in brown shades are
particularly noticeable on copies of the Colombian
registration stamp F11. A reddish brown variety is
recognized of the Colombia 20 centavos stamp,
but the difference between the two shades on this
stamp arc {ar more pronounced.
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SCADTA CANCELLATIONS
by Robert A. D'Elia

In the December 1997 issue of COPACARTA.
Volume XV, Number 2. an articic was repnnted
from ¢ elombia Filatefica, No. 10 of June 1997 by
Carlos Valenzuela A. This ariicle contained much
useful infermation concerning the carly davs of
SCADTA, the carly Mights and the SCADTA
cancellations, enployed. Regarding the [atter
some comments and comections are offered and
the particular page and illustration in the subject
article are telered to where apphicable. These
comments are based om a little known article
{available from the Copaphil Library), by Fugenio
Gebauer, entitled "Cancelletions on SCADTA
Stamps of Colombia”. This arlicle appeared in
Sanabria’s World Awrmaif News, Number 8§,
Volume 22, wundated. which was published c1964,
as well as on materig] in the writer's collection.
Some of the comments may be primanly
corrections 1o the English translation, as the writer
has not seen the onginal ext.

» Om Pape 33, Figure 3 The cancellation shown
reads in a aircle "COLOMBIA - BOGOTA
DESPACHO CORRESPONDENCIA
INTERIOR" with the date on the horizontal
centerline. This is not a SCADTA cancellation
but rather that of the Bogota national post
office.

« On Page 35 Lower Lefthand Box: This
cancekation 1s. likewise. a SCAIDTA
canceliation bul that of the Baranguilla natienal
post office. The date in the center was applied
by a separate device and can be found upripht,
inverted and at various angles. Contrany 1o the
stalement al the bottom of the pape. this
cancellation was not used exclusively on the
first flight from Bamranquilla to Bogota. The
latest of several copies in the writer's collection
15 dated Seprember 19, 1921, nearly a year aller
this first flighs.

= (n Page 36: The cancellation in the second box
from the top. although nof stated, is from
Barranquilla.

* (mn Page 37: In the first box on the second row,
the first cancellation s, of caurse. from Neiva.

nal

52

However the middle cancellanon is from
Bamanquilla while the lower cancellation is
from Medellin. This latter cancellation is shown
on the two covers in Fipures | and 2. Although
not clearly reproduced in the illustrations, the
nationsl stamps are cancelled with pale viclet,
hoxed Medellin cancels and the envelopes show
a Medellin return address.

* Page 37 In the sccond box of the second row,
the clock cancellation with separate datestamp,
as a malter of interest was used as a transit
murk on covers. eminating from the mienor,
destined for overseas.

o Page 37 lower left hand box: This registration
handstamp was not mentioned by Gebauer.

* Page 37, Lower right hand box: Considerable
mystery seems 1o surround this handstamp.
Gebauer and Londofio in their moenumental
book “[.os Primeros Cinquenta Afios de Corrreo
Aereo on Colombia® (available on loan from the
Copaphil Library) state on pages 153 and 287
{Spanish and English texts respectively) that it
15 & consular overprint and on pages 60 and 240
{Spanish and Enghsh texts respectively) that it
is o cancellation. A partial example of this mark
on the 30 centavos stamp of the Third SCADTA
issue ts shown in Figure 3.

Gebauer in his aricle also mentions another
Panama round. violet seal. used from Colon which
has not been scen by the writer and which he does
not illustrate. 1t is reported 1o read: "SERVICIO
BOLIVARANO DE TRANSPORTES ARERREOS
SCADTA™ with a date and "COLON",

It is perhaps worth mentioning that, during the
early vears of SCADTA. the National post offices
penerally  cancelled their own  stamps and
sometimes  cancelled  the  SCAIYTA  stamps.
SCADTA usually cancelled s airmail stamps.
However. they were rather loose in this repard,
sometimes nol cancelling them, if they had been
cancelled by the Colombian post  office:
sometimes cancelling thern at the cify of origin and
al other times at the destination. In the case of
stamps placed on the backs of larpe envelopes,
they often left them uncanceled, apparently being
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unconcerned that they would be reused. OFf course,
stamps exist with both natonal and SCADTA
cancels,

Staring in January 1923, SCADTA was
charped by coatract with cancelling both the
national and SCADTA airmail stamps. Two
circutar steel die handstamps. not shown in the
subject article, were used at the vanous SCADTA
offices. Both were 29-1/2 mm in outside diameter.
The fust centains the kegend “SERVICIO
POSTAL AERED SCAYIA" in an arc with the
town nanie af the bottom completing the circle.
An example of these 15 shown in Figure 4. 1y
appeared n January 1923 (Jan. 16, earlies1 date
seen by Gebauer). Also according to Gebauer, it
was used in red-orange in 1925 and 1926, hlack in

44 Pine Streel,
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1926 and exclusively from 1927 until at lcast
1932,

The last handstamps used by SCADTA and by
far 1he mast common, are the second steel die
handstamps with vertical lines or bars in the
seclors, above and below the date arca. These
handstamps bore the lepend "SERVICIO DE
TRANSPORTES AEREOS” i an are with the
town name at the bottom completing the circle.
An example of one of these marks on a cover
bearing the 2 peso "Correo Aeren” overprinted
stamp is shown in Figure 5,

Sr. Valenzuela s to be complimented for a
very informative anicle regarding these maiters
and 11 is hoped that the preceeding discusston wall
be of assistance 1o those researching in this area.
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FIGURE 3
SCADTA stamp showing part of Panama Agency Cancel
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FKGURE 5. Manizaies cover cancelled with SERVICIO DE TRANSPORTES AEREQS CDS.
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SOME GEMS FROM THE COLLECTION OF ROBERT MULLER

When Robert sent me photocopies of some of some of the covers in his collection are so unusual
the covers m his collection, T don’t believe he thal 1 think they are worth of exhibition on these
expected ta see them in COPACARTA. However. pages.

i ———

T .
AT T e 2 e P e e i i O b i

#1. Colombia had a postal treaty with the neighboring nations authorizing the ¢xchange ol mail between the
two countrivs. The franking was the same as that on domestic mail. The above caver sent from San Jose de
Ciicuta to Maracaibo franked with (he 10 centavos stamp of the 1864 issue is the earliest stamped cover that

I have seen sent to Venezuela.
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#2 (Photo on previous pape) Bisect of the 20 centavos stamp of the 1868 i1ssue of Colombia bed on a cover
o San Francisco CA by a double rinped Panama date stamp inscribed Admon Nacl de Hacda and dated Apr
20 1876 This is the first time that this cancel. which is similar to those in use in other pars of Colombia. has
been reported from Panama. T'he postat service was under the admintstration of the Hacienda at that ime. Not
clear from the markings on the front of the cover is whether it was accepted in San Francisco without the
payment of postape duc. Does anvone have another cover with this marking?

#3. {Photo on front caver). As reported in the September §997 ¢ (2240 AK LA, Alex Rendon believes that there
are no mote than twenty covers illustrating the 1881 7 centavos foreign postage rate. This has to be one of the
best. The franking is a two centavos stamp and a bisect of the 1en centavos stamp of the 1881 issue. prabably
the onlv hisect cover at that rate. |t was mailed in Panama and is the onby seven centavos cover that | have secen
from there. although there may be others, It was apparently mailed on the 31 December 1881, the last day of
the seven centavos postape rate. Note the French paquebot cancel of 1 January 1882, Does anyone have
another scven centavos cover from Panama?

#4, Cover franked by the 10 centavos stamp of the 1883 issue used in [887 from Quibdo. Class Vil oval
Quibdo cancel. Panama transit of 3 August 1887 showing mail for the LS. was routed thru Panama at that
time. A postal route connecting Quibdo with Barranquilla was established in the 1890's. There is a similar
cover in the editor’s collection franked with the 10 centavos stamp of 1886. These are the only recorded 19th
ventury covers from Quibdo.

#5 (photo on next page) This cover mailed frem Pasto to Panama is franked with the 5 centavos stamp of the
1890 issue om blue paper cancelled by the Class [X oval date stamp of Pasto dated 9 August 1891, This is the
first recorded domestic cover franked by this stamp. There are only a handful of covers mailed to Panama
from towns in the rest of Colombia in the 19th century,
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#0 1897 cover from Salamina te Paris cancefled with a beautiful strike of the Class X duplex marking off
Selamina. This is the carliest reported cover from Salamina and the only onc with that postal marking. The

cover is franked with a 2 cemavos stamp paving the printed matier rate for a double weight lener.
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#7 This picture post card showing a view of the cathedral and plaza of Cali, Bueckhardi card #2952, This 1s
the second earliest use of a picture posi card in Colombia. 1t is dated 14 Feb 1899 it is franked on the reverse
with the 2 centavos stamp of the 1892 issue which is cancelled by a Buenaventura Class X duplex date stamp

dated 21 Feb 1899,
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#8 (Photo previous page). This registered cover mailed on 22 Aprl %01 from Tumaco during the 1000 Days™
is franked with four of the “No Hay Estampillas™ labels with denomipanons of 2% centavos and the
provisional Tumaco registration stamp. unlisted by Scott, with repistration number §11. There are only a
limited number of cavers with this registration stamp and even though the upper lefi hand comer of the cover
is torm ofT, 1t 1s still an imponant piece in the postal history of the civil war.
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H#9 This is the second earliest used picture post card that | have seen of Chcwa. although Timagine that there
are others. More importantly it was sent by 1he Correo del Comercio de Cicuta. 1t is dated on the [3th of
September 1967 and this date is confirmed by an 8 Oct 1907 veceiving mark of Bad Harzburg on the reverse,
where it was forwarded from the original destination of Herzopbuin (7) Brunswick, Germany. Nao
documentation has appeared in the literature of the date when this private postal service was discontinued, but
this is the latest date of use that [ have seen. Does anyone have a later dae”

#10 {no phote). A mouming cover sent from Magangue to Cartapena There are no stamps on the letter, but
on the reverse is a crude handsiamp in four lines which reads:

Correns Nacionales
Magangue Marzo de 177?  (The date is struck over the black cross on the caver and is tllegible)
Pago de porte
EY Admor

The date “307 and the amount paid 4,02 have been entered in manusenipt and the signature Nielo appears

below the handstamp. This is a newly reponed “No Hay Estampillas™ cover from the civi] war peniod. Other
recorded covers are {from Barmranquilla, Cali. Cartagena and Tumaco.
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TWO COLOMBIA RECTANGULAR CANCELS
by Jim Cross

The two Classes of standard oval datestamps
used in Colombia between 1889 and 1903 were
described i articles in COPACARTA in June
1990, There were also several types of large
rectangular datestamps whose peried of use
overlapped the former. Together they are grouped
together to form COPAPHIL Class X[ These
markings are much less common and may have
been intended primarily for cancelling stamps on
“Encomiendas " receipts. However. they are also

ATMSSN. DI SORRBOS.
BUGA.

SET271888 |

ANULADA,
Kl Adimnoe, ]

found on covers. posial cards and cubiertas. The
first type, Class X1-A_ seems to have been the firsi
with the earliest marking found on a cubierta from
Cartagena 14 Dec 1891, Class XI-B seents 1o have
been put in use n 1904, The earliest marking
recorded is 15 Jan 1904 from Magangue. Listed
befow arc uses of these markings that have been
recorded thus far. Anvone having addifional
examples is urged to submit photocopies to the
editor for the COPAPHIL scrapbooks.

Correos Nacionales
Junzz 1904
BARBACOQOAS

POSTMARKS CLASS XI-A - RECTANGULAR DATE STAMPS WITH FIVE LINES OF TEXT:
ADMON. DE CORREQS/(town name ) (date Y ANULADO/ El - Admor (indented)

TOWRN SHAPE FIGURE COLOR MEDIA DATES REMARKS
Anaponma Rectangle  XEA N Caver 14 Oct 1894 sitgle cover
Buga Rectangle  XI-A Postal card 27 Sep 1898 single use
Cartagena Rectangle  XI-A v Cubierta 14 Dec 1891 smple use
Honda Rectangle  XI[-A v Cover 22 Aup, 1898 single use
Imales Rectangle  XI-A {Reported - no photocopy available)

La Plata Rectangle  X1-A {Reported - no photocopy availablck

Palmira Rectangle  XI-A N 28 Jun |94

Rie Sucier Rectangle  XI-A N Stamp 31 Dec 189? single use
Roldamilo Rectangle  XI-A N Cover 10 Oc1 1904 - 26 Dec 1904

Socormro Rectanple  XI-A N Stamp 1 Jul 1892 single use

POSTMARKS CLASS XI-B - DOUBILE BORDERED RECTANGULAR DATE STAMPS WITH
THREE LINES OF TEXT: Correos Nacionales/(date )/(town name in caps}

TOWN SHAPE FIGURE COLOR MEDIA DATES REMARKS
Barbacoas Rectangle  XI1-B N ¥ Cover 27 Jun (904 - 8 Feb 1903
Chiquinquira Reclangle  XI-B N 6 Jun 1904

Cucuta Rectangle  XI-B v Cover 6 Aug 1905

Garzon Rectangle  XI-B N Cover 21 Jun 1905

Girardod Rectangle  XILB N Cover 19 Jan 1904 - 7 Feb 1904

Mayangue Recrangle  Xi-B N Cover i5 Jan 1904 smyle use
Neiva Rectangle  XIB Cover 24 Mar 1904 - 3 Aug 1904

Palmira Rectanglc  XI-B v Cover 24 Mar 1904 - ? Mar 1905

Pasto — Nanfio Rectangle  XI-B N Cover 9 Mar 1907

Popayan Rectanzic  X1-B N Cover 9 har 1904 - 26 Dec 1904

Puerio Salgar Rectanple  Xi-B N Piece 10 Jan 1905 smple use
Puerto Santos Reclangle  XI-B N Lge Piece 2 Jan 1905

Santa Rosa de Viterbo Rectanple Xi-B Stamyp 26 Mar 1977

Zambrano - Bohvar  Rectangle  XEB vV Cover 19 Auy 1904 - 30 Sep 1905
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FORGERIES AND REPRINTS
by Alan D Anyon

In COPACARTA, Volume XTIV, Number 2.
December 1996, 1 provided details of forgenies of
the Colembian 5 pesos and 10 pesos issves of 1888.
Our editor siatcd that in the COPAPHIL reference
collection, there were pages that ascribe them to
Fournier as well as forgenes of the 10 pesos blue
printed from thie same stone as the 1888 imutation.

Confirmation for this for both the 1 pesos
stamps has heen obtained from the recently acquired
Joursome, illustrated below, with the stamps stilt on
a piece cut from the Fournier baok of his forgeries.
The blue stamp is perforated 13.5 as the genuine
stamp, whereas the earlier black/pink is perforated
11.5 against the onginal 10.5. 1t will be noticed that
each of these stamps bears a very smalf A4/

{forgery) in black to the left of the fgure fr)
Althaugh not o easy to see on the photocopy. the
two perforated cxamples are both cancelled with
forged postinarks also produced by Fourmier. The
10P  black/penk has the MEDELLIN mark. A
phitocopy of this plus two BOGOTA forgenes are
also shown below on a piece from the Fourner
baak.

Another value of the 1892 issue, the 20c
brown/Afue. has alsc been forged. The printing is
fuzzy. whereas the genuine stamp is always clear,
More tchling is the C and 1he center of the (s of
CORRTEOS and the lower 20 when compared with
the authentic stamp. Whether this is one more
example of Fournier's skill, I know not.

FOURNIER FORGERIES
(photocopies eularged x 1.2)

Black/pink
Perf 11.5 bmperf
T
1 & “Q\ .’/,,;
i o

Genuing

_..-—~_._~‘\ i . .
m-@amat‘; TA

THE 1892 20c STAMP
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Perf 13.5
" e

Impert

Forgery
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above has been obtained on a piece from the book,

A further stamp definitety from the Foumier
The main differences are summarized in the table.

stable is the 1881 Registration 10c violel where,
once apain, an example overprninted FAUX as

CHARACTERISTIC GENUINE FORGERY
Color reddish violet reddish iilac
Widih 33mm, 32mm.
Stars zbove condor larpe smaller
MB & LA of COLOMBRIA Jowned sepavate
Feathers in condor’s left wing tip | Three Two

Left lower motto tibbon tassel

touches frame of arches

short of frame of arches

Dots above wings of condor

absent

present

Genuing

crdE R

Forgery

SPACE FILLERS

Shreve’s Gallenes has notitied me thal the
Helme estate will be sold at 2 June auction. The
dates have not yet been determined. | prepared this
issuc early as it was initially planned to have the
sale in March and [ wanled to alert all of our
members. Since it s ready ! am maihing it carly.

One thing that D1, Hetme did nal accomplish
was 10 kave his findings abowt the second Panama
issue incorporated into the catalog. With the color
page of matenal from his collection as evidence,
the catalog publishers should be more willing 10
acceplt the listing of the paper shade varictics of
that issuc. COPAPHIL will formally approach
Scott Publishing Co. about this when we are asked
for our annuat catalog recommendations. Members

in France, Germany and England. where the other
worldwide catalogs are published. are urped to da
the same.

This month Alan Anyon's column concerns
forpenics, which are a form of Cinderclla material.

The 10 and 20 centavos issues of 1892 age a
super subjeet for a special study. The material is
cheap and fairly plentiful and even a casual survey
of the issuc indicates that there must have been a
number of different Hthographic siones, not to
mention the printing shades. a few of which are
shown on the color page.

As promiscd this issue brings several pages of
photocopies of unusual items from the collection
of a German member, Robert Miiller. Thanks to
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Robent for sharing these with us and giving us
photocopies of the markings for our scrapbooks.

Qur librarian. Robert D'Elia has furmished
some useful comments concerning the Valenzuela
ariicle published in the previous issue. Members
who are doing special studics or writing for
publication can bencfit from contacting our
librarian tor lcarn what material he has available on
their subject. We have the tinest collection of
Colombia’Panama philatelic references that has
been assembled and it is not used as much as it
could be.

Communication among researchers can be
quite imporiant and mutuaily bencficial. Most of
the Study Groups which we established almost
fifteen years ago are inactive. To be frank, they
were killed off by the lack of input from members.
They were intended 1o be information exchanges,
not one-sided distributions of information.

For examplc. the Colombian postal stationery
group issued nine circulars descenibing what was
known about different phases of the subject and
asking for input. More than half of the individuals
whe were on the distribution list for the circulars
ncver submitted a single commen:. This was
discouraging to the coordinator, especially when it
was known that some of those individuals had
large holdings which probably contained useful
informanion.

I know that a number of members are
interesied in the airmail issues. My mail indicates
that several members are separately accumulating
data on the airmail markings. Why don™ you all
get together and activaie a Colombia airmail study

SOPPPD
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circle? With the advent of E-mait communication
is aow much easier and probably most members
either have F-mail themselves or can use F-mail
facilitics ol fmends. families or their workplace.

1 was pleasantly surprised at receiving a pold
medal for my 18R6-1R99 postal history exhibii.
Frankly. in my opinion it is not as strong as my
exhibit of the “1000 Days and its Aftermath™
which | expected would be first to eam a pold
medal. It was noteworthy that the SANDICAL jury
was willing 10 award pold medals not only to my
exhibil, bul to a number of exhibits of modemn
material including a spectacular single stamp
exhibit showing foreign uses of the 1942 LS. 3¢
“Win the War™ stamp and a collection of World
War Ll V-Mail, which of necessity inchuded very
few stamps, because servicemen’s V-mail was a
developed and enlarged microtilin prints, not the
original letters. The members of the jury were all
Jjudges with many years ol experience.

Matcnal for both of those exiubits. as for my
exhihit, is very difficult to locate even thouph it is
not particularly expensive. 1t looks like judges are
finally giving exhibitors credit for this.

QOne more iteny that | noted in Dr. Helme's
material is that he had no uses on cover of the 50
centavos and Balboa values of the 1924 Panama
Coat of Arms set of which he had 187 covers.
even thouph these stamps were used for postage
far more than 20 years. This is an indication of
how scarce uses on cover of more modern malerial
can be.

CLASSIFIED

Classified per line; one 1ssuc $.50, four issucs $1.50.
Business cards; one issue $1.50, four issues $5.G0.

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE. COPACARTA, Volumes | theu VIL per volume US. $12.00, Canada
$13.00, Foreign $15.00; complete set U.S. $76.00, Canada $82 .00, Other $95.00; Volumes VI thru XIV;
per volume 1.5, $8.00. Canada $9.00. (hther $11.00; complete set U.S. $50.00, Canada $57.6G, Other $69.00,
Postal Histary and Postmarks of e Awdtencia de Ouito by George Maier — hard cover $33 sofl cover 328
{add $2 for postage outside of the U.S. or Canada). Prices include airmail postage. Send orders and checks
payable to Robert A. [’Elia to COPAPHIL library /o 1290 Howard Ave. Suite 321, Burlingame CA 94010
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THE COLOR PAGE

EXAMPLES OF COLOR SHADES FROM THE OR. JAMES B. HELME COLLECTION OF SECOND ISSUE PANAMA

COPACARTA

1c black, green

5S¢ black, blue-green

’it__* r}

5 il
k‘".ﬂ LIPS

20c black, reddish itac

20c black, pale liac

50¢ dark brown

50c reddish brown

BROWMN SHADES ON STAMPS OF COLCMBIA FROM SAME PERIOD

10c¢ dk brown, pink

10c It brown, pink

20¢ ok arown, biueg

20c¢ I brown, blue

20c red brown, biue|

5¢ red brown,
it buff

5S¢ red brown,
saimon

L R T

i :

4 ] 7 Y
tl:l-'_ .

10¢ Reg - dk brown, rosy buf

10c Reg - brown, buoff

10c Req - yellow brown, buff
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CENSORED 1942 REGISTERED AIRMAIL COVER FROM COLON TC BUENOS AIRES.
FRANKING INCLUDES A 24 CENTAVOS STAMP OF THE 1924 PANAMA COAT OF ARMS iSSUE,
SEE ARTICLE ON PAGE 76.
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COPAPHIL NEWS
NEW MEMBERS {thru 1 JUNE 1998)

355X BACKOD. John A ... . (address unpublished) Cypress TX | USA
356 BALINGER. Dr Watter F . 800 Barner Road St Lows MO 63124 .. USA
354 MAESAKA, Alsushi . ... . 201 Ayanokofi-Dari, Shin-Machi, Nasht-ins
: Yata-choe 112, Shmogyo-ky . Kyoto 800-8442 Japan

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
318 LAMASTUS, Patrick . 5406 Birchbend Loop .. Oviedo FL 32765 usa

Mr. Maesaka collects mint Colombia relaled o Book Post cancel. apparenly siruck in ervor with an
ratiways. Dr. Ballinger collects Panama codes 51-56 oversttike of the Panama Transit cancel. The May
and 58-3%. Mr. Backo collects Colombia codes 03- 1998 Muinsheer had two arlicles on Colombia; a
04 (7-09 and Panamy codes 51, 34, 56 and 66, four page article by O.W. Newport surveys the

An  atticle. "Colombia  1843-1881. French postal markings of the offshore islands of Colombia
Consular Post Offices & Maritime Ports of Call ™ by and a on¢ page article describes a postal stationery
Eugence Langlais appeared in the March and Apni discovery from the Cormeos Urbanos of Medellin
issues of The fomdon Phidaiefisi. The article was Copies of these amacles are available in our Yibran
printed in French in Docwments  Phifateliques, Exhibit results per COLUMPHIT include:
1996 TV and 19971 nnd translared by Madame Clair- INDEPEX 97, Decemnber 1997

Calombes Airmaits, A Peinado - FIP Champions Class
Cancels of Anioguia, A Peinada - Larec Gold

Ceolombta - Valores Declarados, M Ortiz - Larpe Vermeil
Colarribia - Air Mail, F. Toro - Large Vermel

Lise Langlais. The 20 page article gives the history
of the French service. There are 34 illustrations
including covers showing scarce postal markings,

Photocopies may be ordered from our library. o }
. " hia - lic S D sledt -

Member Bieter Bortfeldt has oumber of a new Ciatamblly- [fhilico it s, T Solilo - Viemsi

A » N . Soverergn State of Tolima, G Caruso - Vermmed
publication. {‘elompinl. See the review on page #4. FILATELIA 97 - Madrid

Copics of the (:HI(.AGOPE‘X_ e:ﬂ.ljbll prospects Colombu - Pastmaster & Provisional [ssues, [ Bortfiid -
tave been mailed to known exhibiting members. 1f Gold
any other mumbers are planning to exhibit. please Colpmitya- 19th Century Postal Routes, J. Johnson JIr.-
contact me immediately by telephone or E-mail, as Laspe Vermuil
the deadline for vnines is the 15th of July. Classic Colombia - G Caruso - Vermeil

APS STAMPSHOW 1998 - Hooston TX

In the Main Sheet for February 1998 a one page
Colombia - [%th Century Postal Routes, ! Johrson Ir -

article by Brian Moorhouse announces a new find. a -
L3

cover from the British Post Consular Posy Office i P - i .
Panama showing the previously uarecorded “Panama °'°wg"'b': 'W"m’""”[ i o ol a2y Pramsiali

b6
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SOME OF THE MEMBERS AT & COPAPHIL MEETING
L to R: Allan Hamis, Larry Crain. Alan Anyon, Debbie Friedman. Wallace Craig, Jim Cross, 7, 7, 7, David Leeds

b/
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SALES MANAGER’S REPORT

Mail Bid Sale 17 processing was completed
and all congignors were paid on 31 March. Only
one bid was reccived on the unsold lots and the
final results of the sale were somewhat
disappointing. 98 of 200 lots were sold. Total sales
were $4426_ eaming COPAPHIL commissions of
£442.60. Sale expenses (printing and insurance)
were $115.76. Prices realized are being distributed
with this issue.

Mail Bid Sale 18 will be held in conjunction
with our biennicl meenng at CHICAGOPEX

e L

1998. Plcasc mail lots to amive between the st
and 15th of August. [he deadline for lots will be
15 August [998 and the catalog wall be mailed
with the September 1998 issue of COPACARTA,
The sale will close on 15 November, a week after
the end of the show.

There are already commitments lor sufficient
Caolombia stamp kots for the sale. Panama stamps
and Colombia and Panama postal postal history
lots are needed.

CHRONOLOGY OF THE PANAMA STATE POSTAL SERVICE
by Federico A. Brid

Jim Helme and [ started comesponding, at
times afmost daily, in 1986, right after we met in
Chicage at AMERIPEX. Our comespondence
invariably led to a discussion of the Estado
Sobcrano issue of [878. At that time there were
many more questions than answers, since very
little was known about this issue and the history
that preceded it. Most of the information camc
directly from loose stamps and
their cancellations.

As Jim was accustomed to do, he had written
a multi-page “for your cyes only™ piece on the
1878 issue and sharcd it with me. Since he was the
“dean of Panama Philately,” I took his analysis on
faith until { started uncovering information in the
Archivos dc Panama that contradicted a bot of whal
he had written. What he had done was a valiant
effort, since all he had on hand was his collection
of multiples, a few bisects on covers and several
cancelled stamps of the 1878 issuc. As morc and
more information was uncovered from official
comrespondence  called Notas, found in the
Archivos as well as in early issues of the Gaceta de
Panama, the entire picturc of the issue became
clearcr and forced us not only to concenirate on the
issuc itself. but to expand it to the postal cvents
leading o the 1878 issue.

By 1990 the information was s¢ voluminous
and thc uncovering of new picces centinned at
such a pace that | decided to create an annotated
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roster of the available information found in the
Archives, the Gacetas and The Star and Herald of
Panumanewspaper. This roster, which [ called the

1878 Chronology. was sent to Jim Helme in
scctions from 1990 ontil 1994, It was to be the
basis for & book on the history of the Panama State
Postal System up 1o 1886,

There were two postal systems operating in
purallel in Panama, the local or State postal system
and the Colombian or national postal system. We
ook great care to avoid mixing information from
one postal system with information from the other.
Notes were sent by either the Panama General
Administrator of Hacienda or the Panama
Principal Administrator of Hacienda. The former
usuafly communicated with the national
postmasters  and the latter with the state
postmastcrs. Many Notas found were requests for
stamps. The responses to these requests were
similar Notas with notification of stamp deliveries,
Some of the stamps were national stamips and
some of them were state stamps. After reading and
making xerox copies of hundreds of these Notas,
and fooking at many hundreds of papges of Gacetas
on microfilm. | became quite adept at knowing
who was commumicating with whom. The
clhronology that was created is devoted exchusively
to the evolution of the Panama State Postal
System.”
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Editor’s note: Fedenico has requested that | publish
selected portions of the Chronology. The first
installment in this issue documents the bepinnings
of the service. The Colombran national postal
scrvice was unprofitable at the time and the
national government med e get the stutes to
aceept responsibitity for providing postal service
10 the smaller towns which were not located on the
main national postal routes. The chronology in this
issue documents the change in Panama and the
disruption caused by the sudden and poorly
planned mansfer of responsibility.

22 August 1855.

The law organizing the postal service of the
newly instituted Federal State of Panama was
published mn the Gaceta del Estado of 25 August
1855. Opn 27 Febwuary 1855 the Senate and the
Chamber of Representatives of Nueva Granada
{Colomdia) promulpated a  National  decree
consolidating the [sthmus of Panama inte one
sovercign Federal State cailted the Siate of Panama.
Previows 10 this decree the Isthmus was divided
into four Provinces and the Provinces were divided
into  Panishes. The Granadine decree of 27
February convered the Provinces of Panama,
Azuero. Veraguas and Chiriqui into one entity.
This decree also allowed the State of Panama to
create ifs own fermntertal subdivisions which was
done by promulgating a law on the 12th of
September 1855, Thes temitortal law created seven
Departments within the State of Panama. Colon
{capital Coton). Panaina {capitai Panama), Cocle
{capital Nata}. Ferrera (capital Pese). Los Santos
{capital Los Santos). Fabrepa (capital Santiago)
and Chiriqui (Capital David).

The names of all these deparuments and cities
remain the same wday, cxcept for the Depanment
of Fabrega which was renamed the Department of
Veraguas.

Articles 3 and 4 of the Granadine Decree of 27
February read as tollows:

Art 3. The Swate of Panama 1s dependent on Nueva
Uranada for the following business.

1. Al that refates to foreign relations.

2. The permancnt milniary army and navy.
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3. The National Credits,

4. Nawuralization of foreign citizens.

3. Natronal income and expenditures,

6. The utilizanon of the partonal flug and coai
of arms

7. Ownership of ummproved lands as needed
by the Nation..

&, Weights and official measures,
Art 4. In all ather legislanve and administrative
maiters. the State of Panama is free o promulgaie
ity own dispesitions as well as those created by s
onn CORSIIION.

Thus there are two main cvents that pgave
impetus to the developmen of a new state postal
system: the creanon of 1he State of Panama and
recrganization of its internal subdivisions and the
authonty to promulgate s own lepastative and
admumistrative agenda. independent from  the
National government. The law of Augusi 22d
speaks fo this newly acquired independence 11 1s
of special interest that as earh as 1855, Panama
ordered the prinning of postage stamps to prepay
the mail that raveled thru its system. However.
this did not materialize until July 1878 when the
state ssucd its first postage stamps. The transiated
text of the Panama State Law of 22 August [853
is given on the following page.

23 August 1855

A temporany decree following the issuance of
the postal law of 22 August 1855 was also
published in the Gaceta del Estado of 25 Aopust
1855, The promulgation of a law was usually
followed by ithe issuance of a decree. The law
creates the avenue and the decree provides the
process by which the law s to be implemented.

This decree of 23 August 15 an anomaly.
Usualtly decrees are permanent and on-going
unless they are abolished or superceded by another
decree or law. This decree is temporary since it
depends on a series of peopraphical subdivisions.
These subdivisions were nat final at the time of
issuance of this decree. A more permanent decree
was 10 be issued on the 28th of Scptember of that
same year. The ranslated text follows:
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LAW (of the 22d of August 1855}
Concerning the Postal System
The Constiturional Asseembiy of the State of Panama
ORDERS:

Art LThe pastal area is not a monoploy of the State. and as such, not only the districts, but also individuals and
private companies may extablish regular mailings, e o manner that 15 convenient, for the ransporiation of|
private correspondence.
Art 2. Posial lines must be established by the State from the Capital to afl of the capitals of the Departmems amd
frum there to their principal districts.
Art 3. The maifings between the Capital of the Stare and that of the Departmenis and between them and the
districis will depart and arrive every fificen days.
Art 4.The postal lnes of the Siale have as thewr objective the transportation from one place 1o the other of:

{. The official correspandence that tneludes criminal and civil procoedings.

2. Postal puckages from the State that might he more efficient and economical 1o ranspart &y this means,

3. Carrespondence and posial packages that are brought to the past offices, an a volunan basis by
wdviduals, as fong as thewr transportation is a benefit 1o the State.
Art S, iy will not be permitied to accept posial packages whase weight or volume are greaier than the size of the
mail bags.
Art 6. {t is Jorhidden for mail carriers fo transport letters or posial packages ouiside the maif hags.
Art 7. The mail carrier that vinlates the preceding article will be fined for the first infraction the eqrivalent of the|
few for that 1rip. For a second infraction, the contract will be werminated or he will be fired.
Art 8 The following fees will be charge for carrespondence that travels within the post offices of the Stare:

1. Ten centavos for each letier whose weight doey not exceed ten grams.

2. Tweny cemtavos for each folder or letter that axceeds ten grams, but does not go over twenty grams,

3. Far folders that exceed nwenty grams, five cens for cach five grams in excess of the twenty grams. Anv

wesght that docs not complele the five grams will huve ne additional charge.
Art 9. The fee for insured postal packages that are introduced m the post offfces of the State or arrive from
outside the Capiral witl be ax follows,

1. Kor each kilogram of weight, eighin centavos.

2. For each 100 pesas of sifver, ane peso.

3. For each 100 pesas af gold, fiftv cenfavos.
Art 10. The following will be transported free of charge:

L. The postal packages from the state and the official correspandence, with the exception of civil proceedings

and criminal proceedings that would not be categorized as official.

2. Packages of printed maiter, be these foose sheets, newspapers, folders or books, ay long as they do not

cxceed 200 grams. If they exceed this weight, they will be charged as if they were regular pasial packages.
Art 11, In order to comply with paragraph one of the preceeding article, all officers and secretaries that place
proceedings ar folders in the post office will make a nowation on the back of the folders af what type of]
proceedings they comiain.
Art 12, In order for a folder to be an official Jolder, it iv necessary that its namre be of public service and ihat
it he direcied from one public afficial 1o another, or from a public official 1o a privaie individual. It is requared
that the sending afficial mark the folder with the words “de oficio” and place his sigmalure on the face of the
| firlder.
Art 13, Al public employees that abuse the free franking of official correspondence by placing private fetters.
witl pay a fine of five pesos for the first infraceien and ten pesos for additional infractions.
Ars 14, The fees for all correspondence or postal packages that are not under article 10 witl be paid ar the
mothent of depositing this mail at the past offices. In caves of civil or crimnal folders that would not be
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considered as official business, the officer will request a judge i compel pavment of thexe posial feex under|

the previous mentioned penalties.
Art 16, The franking of the correspondence will be done by means of stamps that are 10 be atiached 1o
\flders or letters. Said siamps will be seld at the post offices 1o those that would like 1o place them from their
frenses withowt prefudice of verifying their weight at the respective post affices.
Art 17, The Staie is mot responsibile for the loss of postal packages; it the emplovees or mail carriers thar
are declared gudty for said foss will be responsible wide all of their wealth and witl the bowds that they
submitted prior 1 taking charge of vhis obiigation. In arder that this responsibility be cffective, it is necessary
that the postal packages and docameris that are placed with the postal sysiem be accepred by the receiving
postal Admrinistrator and in the presence af the serding pariy:
dre. I8 Until there are regular establish maifings via steamsiips berween the Staie of Panama and the
Republic of Costa Rica, there will be @ momhly fand based mailing benveen these nvo siates.
Art 19, The Head of the State will regulate in detail the pastal branch of this imporiant service 1o the public,
Given in Panama the 22d of August 1835

o The President, J. FABREGA

BARRERA

EXECUTIVE POWER DECREE (of 23 August I1835)
in execution of the Postal Law
The Chief Superior of the State
DECRIES:
Art 1. As long as the drafiing of the laws on the geographical division of the State and on the organization
of Hactenda are in process, the provincial collectors from Panama, (horrera, Penenome, Nata, Los Santos,
Santiage and David will serve as Postal Administraiors under the Fiscal Administrator of the State. This
Administrator will provide the direction he deems convenient following the executive orders that reguiate this
hranch. This process will continue wntil the entire postal sysiem is regulated as ordered by the law of 22
August of the present year.
Art 2. The itineraries of the postal system of the Staie will be, for now, on the same days that are being uscd
by the carriers of the National system.
Art 3. The fiscal adminstrgror of the State by mself or through the provincial administrators, as wriien i
ihe first article, will create contracts jor the transportation of the mail from Panama to David making stops
in Chorrera, Penonome, Nata andd Santiago. They will atiempt io do this by paving the same fees that are
paid mow.
et 4. The mail from Panama to David and its return will leave on the Ist and 16th of eack month.
The one from Nata to Santiago and for Los Santos, twenty four hours after the arrival of the one from
Panama.
The one that returns from {os Santos for Nata, forty eight howrs after the arrival of the one from Pananr.
In the admirustrations of Chorrera, Penonome and Samtiago, the carriers will be sent to their next destination
forty cight hours after therr arrival.
Art 5. The official correspondence from each of the places that are supposed 1o have a siaie post uffice paid
by the State, bt do not have them right now, will be carried by honest individuals, as it has been done so fur.
Art 6. If any of the places mentroned by the first article does not have a provincial collector, the Mayor will
perform as it Adminisiraior.
Ciiven in Panama the 23d of August 1853
The Chief Superior, Jusio

Arasemena

1
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Please note the wording of aricle 2 “The
itinerarees of the postal system of the State will be,
Jor menw, on the same davs that are being used b
the carriers of the National svstem” Here is an
carly cxample of @ reference to the two postal
systems. the National System and the newly
mplemented  State  system.  This  reference
continucs in a correspondence between the
Secreian of S1aic and the Principal Administrator
of Corrcos in Panama.

14 September 1855

The Gaceta del Estado published the following,
note from the Principal Administation of the
National Postal System in Panama requesting
advice about what to do with correspondence from
the National government. from other states within
Colombia and from abroad. It appears that the
National postal network within the State of
Panama was abolished and there was no system ol
sending cormespondence  from  Colombia  and
abroad 1o the intenor of the State.

Republic of Nueva (iranada - State of Panama —
Irincipal Admimstration of Correox - Number
%53, Panamu 14 September 1855,

Mr. Chief Supertor of the Ntate:

Carrespondence s arriving ond there s
corresponddence from Bugota and from other
proviaces of the Republic in this Admmisiration.
This correspurdence is directed 1o several places
within the Siaie. Since there is no National mail io
these places as there used to he. nor are there
Nativno! Administrations in these places, | am
hegging you to advise me what [ shall do with this
correspondence so t cowld be semt ro their
destinations.

I also find it necessary 1o seek advice of how
{ shall direct the correspondence that comes from
overseas or any foreign correspondence that
comes 0 the Admsrstration to places wirthin the
Nhenie.

[ am yeaer aientive servani,

Ramon Vallarinu,
17 September 1855

The following note irom the Secretary of Stale
of Panama, Mr Carlos lcaza Aroscmena
response to the above note from Ramon Vallasing
was published in the Gaceta del Estado.
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Repuhlic of New Granada - Istado de Panama—
Secretariat of the Siate, Svenon | Sepiember §7
IR5S5 - Number £9.

Mr. Administraior of the Navional postal system in
the State,

The correspondence that arrives at Your
Administation for places wittun the Siate other
than this capital, you should send ufficially w the
Principal Postal Administration of the Srate as
fong s this correspondence has the right of free
Srankirng as sopulated by the law of the State of 22
August I1855; ar if it is subject to pustal fees, as
long as it has the proper stamps ay staied by
arnicle 16th of the samu law, smce the pusial fees
are 1w be paid at the moment they are inroduced
in the post office. (article T of said law),

On this date, | am ardering the prinapal
paostal Adminisiation of the State o bring 10 vou
all the correspondence that it has received from
varions places in the State that iy destined to the
Foxderior. Buth ipes of correspondence are subject
i the postal fees as estatdished by the faws of the
State and the Nation within their respective
offices.

{ am advising vou of this in response to your
note of the ik, Number 844, recerved today.

1 am vonr aticmive servant,

Carlos Icaza Arosemena

The interesting portion of this exchange of
Notes 15 the mention of fees to be paid to the State
of Panama for correspondence from Bogota and
other parts of Colombia to the intenior of the staie.
In this carly stage of the development of the State
postal system, it appears that the prepaid
corresponduence was nut wnored as paid 1o its
destination, since it was subjeet 10 additional lacal
fees. Comespondence from the intenior of the State
of Panama 1o the exterior also was required to
have a State of Panama fee paid in addition to the
National fees for the transportation from Panama
to Colombia and the extenor. Since no stamps
were issued, it wouid be inferesting, to know how
these fees were collected, if they ever were. No
covers are known that illustrate the dual payment
of thesc fecs.

TO BE CONTINUED
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PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY FILES
By Adam Milier

The library of the Royal Philatelic Sociery of
New Zealand is fortunate to hold four bound
volumes compnising a misture of printed agreements
and correspondence (both inward and copies of
ourward) emanating from the files of the Pacific
Steam Navigatton Company. How they came to be
there is no longer known. These provide a
fascinating insight into the dealings of this company
with cxternal apents. particularly Her Majesty's
Postmaster General (later the General Post Office)
and foreign govermments, The many agreements and
contracts, including some from the Orient Stcam
Navigation Company and the Booth Steamship
Company, hold useful information for students of
the  posial  history of the regons involved.
particulasly South and Cemral America.

The four volumes arc tabulated here in the order
that their contems  are bound.  which 35 not
necessarily strictly temporal order. Individuals
interested m obiawning copies of the information

noted here are inviied to contact
The Libranan
Royal Philatelic Society of New Zealand
PO Box 1269
Wellington
New Zealand

‘The title appearing on the caver of cach volume
has been used to idennfy it below. ltems marked
with an asterisk arc likely to be of particular interest
for routes and rate information not likely to be held
etsewhere, particularly if manuscript. ltems are
prmted unless noted otherwise.

Abbreviations
PSNC  Pacific Steam Navigation Company
OSNC  Orient Steam Navigation Company
HMPG Her Majesty’s Postmaster General
GPO  Gengeral Post Office. London
™ Typewriticn
MSS  Manuscrpt

VOLUME 1. The Pacific Steam Navigation (o Mail Contracts

1.1 24 Jan IRRR. Apreement between PSNC & HMPG for Colonial and Foreign Parcel Masls from
Liverpool and {"orunna in both directions. and between Liverpool & Vigo and Liverpoo! & Lisbon. 5pp

1.2 23 jan 1888, Agreement between OSNC & HMPG for convevance of mail between Naples &
Australia. Includes MSS notes re extensions in 1894 and 1895, 10pp

1.3 30 Jun 188G, Apreement between OSNC & HMPG for Parcel Mails between London & Sydney. 4pp

1.4-1.6 13 Jun 1886 &fT. Letters berween OSNC & HMPG re rate reduction on Parcel Mails to/trom

Australasia. 3pp MSS

1.7 30 Sep 1890, Agreement between OSNC & HMPG for conveyance of Parcel Mails between London

& Columbo. Spp

1.8 Blan I878. Agreement between PSNC & HMPG for conveyance of South Amencan mails. 4pp
1.0 20 Nov 1882 Agreement between PSNC & Portuguese P&T for convevance between Lisbon and South

Amenca 3pp. bilngual.

1 10 30 Jan 1895, Agreement between QOSNC & HMPG for Australian mails (Naples and Adelaide). 4pp
13§ 20 May 1896, Agreement between PSNC & Portuguese PET for Postal Parcels
between Lisbon and South America. MSS notes 1903, 1904 1¢ rate amendments. 3pp TW.
1.12 25 May 1897. Retum to an order in the House of Commons re following contracts. 4pp
1,13 25 May 1897 Contract berween Peninsular & Orienta) Sicam Navigation Co & HMPG for East india,

Australian and China mails. 24pp

.14 25 May 1897. Contract between OSNC & HMPG re Austrahian Mails. 16pp
1.15 & Jan 1900, Contract between PSNC & Pormguese P&T for mails between Lisbon and South America,

4pp TW.
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1.16* 11 Jul 1908 Lemter from PSNC, La Rochelle-Pallia to PSNC, Liverpool tallying parcels carried. by year
19061-1907_ 1p TW

L1720 Jul 1908, Return letter thanking for details. 1p TW.

1.18 Undated. Note re matters to be discussed when making new contracts. 1p MSS.

1.19 21 Dec 1910, Newspaper clipping from Liverpoo! Courier "Mail Order trade with Panama”. 1p

1.20 5 May 1921, Capy of letter GPO 10 PSNC re payment arrangements for conveyance of letter mails from
French ports. 1p TW.

1.21* 1 Jun 1900. Contract between PSNC & HMPG for South American mails, incl. schedules. Many MSS
notes 1906 1o 1916 re altcrations in routes and conditions, 23pp

1.22 9 Jan 1914 Agreement between PSNC & HMPG as Supplemental contract to 1.21 increasing the annual
subsidy, 3pp

1.23* & Oct 1914 Lenter from PSNC to Cia Sud-Amcricana de Vapores, Valparaiso re amangements for  Haoa
and Callao mail carmiage during European War. Ip TW

1.24 17 Feb 1903, Agreement between OSNC & HMPG of 25 May 1897 re Australian
Mails, annotated with amendments (presumably in preparation of subsequent agreement)

VOLUME 2. P.S.N.C. Mail Contracts with H.M. Goverament May 1842 to June 1900

2.1 Feb 1908, Extract from the minuics of a special meeting of the Board held 9 May 1842 re signing of
Agreement for South American mails. 1p M5S

2.2 Feb 1908, Note re mail contracts with British Government of May 1842 and Aug 1845 with copy of
letters to Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode regarding copics of those contracts. 1p TW

2.3* 5 Jul 1850. Agrecment between PSNC and Royal Mail Co. re Royal Mail Steam Packets. Tncludes
schedutes for these routes « Atlantic & Chagres, famaica & Mexican, Jamaica & Havana, Barbados &
Demerara. Trinidad, Nassau. Brazil and River Plate. 31pp

24 6 Apr 1838, Agrcement between PSNC & HMPG for Pacific Mails (Panama. Callao and Valparaiso).
p

2.5 26 Iul 1864, Agreement between PSNC & HMPG for Pacific Mails, 15pp 2.6 9 Jul 1869 Contract
between PSNC & the London, Belgium. Brazi and River Plate Steamship Co. {or Brazil and River Plate
mails. 10pp (stamped Monte Videan Consul General, London)

2.7 21 Jun 1B70. Apreement between PSNC & HMPG re Pacific Mails (addendum to 1864 Apreement)
4pp

2.8 27 Jul 1870 Apreement Detween PSNC & HMPG 1o Braah and River Plate mails. 8pp

24 1 Feb 1873 Contract between PSNC & HMPG re Brazil and River Plate mails (under Treasury minute).
Lipp

2.10* 16 Jun 1873, Letter from HMPG to their South American offices re irregularities in transmission of
US-addressed correspondence forwarded to Panama in contravention of [872 contract. [p TW

211 23 Mar 1874, Supplementary agreement between PSNC & HMPG re cancellapon of sailings and
paymenis, 2pp

2.12 18777 Heavily MSS annotated copy of Dec 1872 Brazil, River Plate and Pacific Mails conwact for
preparation of Jan 1878 contract. §4pp

2.13 8 Jan 1878 Agreement between PSNC & HMPG for South American mails {Callao, Panama and
Valparaiso). 4pp

2.14 24 Jan 1888, Agreement between PSNC & HMPG for conveyance of Colonial and Foreign Parcel Mk
spp

2.15-16% I8 Jun 1889 &ff Lctters between PSNC and GPO. London re rate reduction for Foscign Packes
from 8/11d per b to 3/5d. 1p MSS, 3pp TW.
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2.17* [892, Workings of income for 1892, by quarter and by rate, for British Mail Money for {Magellan)
Straits Line and Coast Scrvice. 1p MSS

2.18-21 14 May 1895 &ff. Letters between PSNC and GPO reparding madificarion of charging methed fin
packets from individua! weighting to statistical averaging. Includes some workiny of actual vs. projected
figures. 4pp TW, Zpp MSS.

2.22 12 Mar 1896, Leiter from GPO to PSNC re Portugal raising the Parcel weight limit. 2pp TW

2.23 | Jun 1900. Contract between PSNC & HMPG re Post Office Mail Contract {South and Central
America) in¢l. tables and schedules of routes. 26pp

YOLUME 3. PSN Co Postal Union Trenties &c. ™o, 2

3.1 26 May 1906, LIPU Convention of Rome. 3pp

3.2 26 May 1906, UPU Agreement for the Exchange of Insured Letters and Boxes. 15pp

3.3 26 May £906. L'PU Convention of Rome Detailed Regulations for its Execution, | 18pp.

34 | Jul 1913, Agreement between Booth Stcamship Co & HMPG for Parcel Mails between Liverpoo) and
Brazil (Para and Manaos). 6pp

3.5 30 Nov 1920. UPU Convention of Madnd. 31pp

36 1908, Post Office Act 1908 (8 Edw. 7. Ch. 48). 46 - iv pp

VOLUME 4, The Pacific Steam Navigation Company Mail Contracts No 4.
4.1% 23 Jul 1925, Letter from PSNC to GPO re rate of 45/- per ton for Parcels between Grear Britam and

Colon. Ip TW

42 7 Nov 1925, Letter from PSNC to GPO re conveyance of parcels up to 22 Ibs 1o and from Falkland |s.
Ip TW

43 11 Feb 1926 Letter from GPO to PSNC re conveyance of Brinish mails to South America from Lisbon

at 120/- per ton of 16 bags. 2pp TW

4.4-7% 29 May 1926 &fT. Lenters between GPO and PSNC re carfiage of British parcels to West Coast of  Sash
Amenica via New York, 7pp TW

4 8-12 24 Nov 1926 &ff Letiers between GPO and PSNC re carriage of mails from Panama to Honduras.
and later Guatemala and Costa Rica. opp TW

4.13 3 Dec 1926. Contract between PSNC & Chile. 10pp

41415 17 Dec 1927 &1t [ etters between GPO and PSNC re postal service to Havana, Cuba. 2pp TW.

4.16-18* 31 Dec 1927 From Collector-General of Customs, Nicaragua to Collector of Customs, Corinto re
Nicaraguan Mails, Ipp TW

4.19-20 26 Jun 1928 &fT Letters between GPO and PSNC re Parce! mails to Havana, Cuba. 2pp TW.

4,21-22%* & Mar 1926 &ff. Letiers between PSNC La Rochelle-Pailice & PSNC, Liverpool re Parcel posts
for Buenaventura and Tumace. 3pp TW

4,23.25% 27 May 1929 &fT. Letiers berween GPO and PSNC re Parcel mails for Columbia out of New York,
3pp TW.

4.26 14 Aug 1930. Letler from PSNC to Honduras thanking for copy of Honduran mail contract. 1p TW

427 27 Feb 1929. Contract between PSNC & Honduran Government re mail. passenger and cargo service.
4pp TW

4.28 17 Feb 1933, Letter from GPO to PSNC re liability clause. 3pp TW

429 15 Mar 1927 & f. Letters between GPO & PSNC re Parcel mails from Greal Britain to Nicaragua and
El Salvador. Spp TW

430 15 Feb 1936, Agreement between PSNC and Costa Rica for mail service, 2p TW

431-35% 3 Jut 1937 &1 Letters between GPO and PSNC re raising ratc for Parcel mails 10 the West Coast
of South Amenica 8pp TW
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PANAMA: THE 1924 COAT OF ARMS ISSUE
by Jim Cross

Recently a dealer mentioned this issue and
asked me; “Who would want to collect it?" This
agticle is ary answer.

This set of ten values was printed for Panama
by the American Bank Note Company and
delivered ecarly in 1924, The design was the
Panama coat of arms. The stamps were smaller
than the earlicr issues of Panama, measuring just
19x24mm. They are a fine example of the
engraver’s ant. The derominations were:

Y2 cenlavo  orange

| centavo green

2 cenlavos  red

5 centavos  dark bluc
10 centavos  vioket

12 centavos  light green
[5 centavos  ultramarine
24 ¢centavos  brown

50 cenlavos  camming

i Balboa black

The Taft agreemem between the LS. and
Panama required that all Canal Zome postage
stamps be overprinted on Panama stamps and the
Canal Zone postmaster asked thal the ABNCo,
prepare overprinted stamps of all denominations of
this 1ssuc except the ¥z centavo,

The original artwork and proofs of various
stages of the printing process, as well as the
ABNCo. specimens and file sheets for both
Panams and the Canal Zone werc sold w0 the
public in the auction of the ABNCao. archive
material. The Panama material was purchased by
the late Dr James B. Helme and the Canal Zone
matcrial was purchased by a consortium of Canal
Zone collcctors. The contents of the ABNCo. File
Cards for the issuc were printed in Dr. Helme's
article which appeared in the Collector’s Ciub
Philatelist for March - April 1991, The cards show
thai the border, vignette and arms were engraved
separately and that all of the values were created
by laying down the dic of the 2 centavos stamp
and then adding additional enpraving. The cards
alse give the last names of the cogravers who
worked on this issue.
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The First Quarter 1998 jssuc of The Canal
Zone Philatelist was devoted to the ABNCo,
specimens of this 1ssue. Since there was a shorlage
of Canal Zone | and 2 cents stamps, these values
of the overprinted Coat of Arms stamps were
placed on sale in the Canal Zone early in February
1924, although the Panama stamps were not put on
sale until later in the year,

The United States povernment abrograted the
Taft agreement effective | July 1924 and
overprinted U.S. stamps were placed on sale in the
Canal Zonc on that date. The overpnnated | and 2
cents Coal of Arms stamps in the bands of the
public were accepted for use until 31 August 1924,
Duc to this short perod of use only a limited
number of covers and posicards franked with these
stamps have survived and oses to deshnations
other than Panama and the U5, are very scarce.
The remaining stocks of the stamps with Canal
Zone overpnints were destroyed in 1937, However,
a fow ming scts of the unissucd values survived.
Their price ranges from $1250 to $1750 per sel.

Dr. Helme's haldings of artwork, proofs and
Panama specimens will be sold in the fortheoming
Shreve auction. The stamps (Scott 234-243) were
available in Panama post offices for more than two
decades. The latest cover in my collection 15 dated
1948, Dunng this period there were several
changes in postal rates and it 1s a challenge to find
covers Mustrating afl of the different rates. While
used picture post cards and letters franked at the 2
centavos rate are fairly common, it is difficult to
find itcens mailed from the smalier towns in the
Interior. The two decade period of use also makes
the issue a good vehicle for studying Panama
postal markings. Some uses arc quile scarce: tor
example, uscs of different values as postage due
stamps on unfranked or underpaid incoming mail..

Dr. Helme had accumulated approximately
175 covers and postcards franked by stamps of
this issue. These will alse be offered in the Shreve
auction. It is noteworthy that the Helme
accumulation inchided only onc example of the
use on cover of the 24 centavos stamp and NO
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uses on cover of the 50 centavos or 1 Balboa
stamps. The cover shown on the front page of this
issuc is therefore a scarce item,

Om 24 September 1936, Coat of Arms stamps
were overprinted 1o comwnemorate the centenary of
the birth of Pablo Arosemena. The overprint
included a line drawing of his face. plus a
surcharge. 24 centavos stamps were surcharged 2
cemtavos for repular postape and 50 cenfavos
stamps were suscharged $ centavos for airmail.
These two stamps are Scott 277 and C20. The ¥
centavos and 50 centavos stamps of this issue were
printed in similar colors. Two or perhaps three
sheets of the . centavos stamp received the
airmail overprint. These are listed by Scott as {19,
The overprinting could have been an honest ervor,
but in a letter te me Dr. Helme expressed the
opinion that the exrors were deliberately produced.
He was the source for the foomote in Scoft which
states the stamp may not have been regularly
i1ssucd. Bascd on the recorded uses on cover. he
believed that a relative of & povernment official
received all of the error sheets. Several years ago
Dir. Helme had recorded six covers franked with
C19. Several of these were in lis Panama airmast
collection, 1 know of the current location of onc
other. Some unused multiples of C19 can be found
in deaicr’s stocks. Most of these are without gum.
A block of nine was unsold in our Mail 13id Sale
16. There were also one or more sheets of the 50
centavos stamp which received a double overprint,
Scont C20a. This error seems to be scarcer than
19,

On 5 June (938, the 2 centavos slamp was
overprinted to commemorate the opening of the
Nomal Scheol in Santiago (Scott 321A), This was
a limited issue. possibly used only one day in
Santiago. However, mint stamps were available in
the Panama post office and were sold to dealers.
Again i appcars that crrors may have been
deliberately produced. A cover franked with a
starnp with a double overprint and onc with a pair,
ane with an inverted overprint, were sold in our
Mail Bid Sale 17.

In 1940 the 1 centave value was overprinted
with LUCHA CONTRA EL CANCER in a circle
with EL in the center and uscd as a postal tax
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stamp. Scott RAS. This was apparently necessary
because the delivery of the 1940 postal tax stamps
was delayed. Althouph dated 1940, Scott staics
that the set was not put on sale untif 1941

On 2 January 1941, all values except the 12
and 24 centavos stamps of the coat of arms issue
were overprinted CONSTITUCION 1941 10
commemorate the new constitution (Scott 331-
338). In addidon 15 (K1) copies of the 24 centavas
stamp were surcharged |5 centavos and received
the same overpnint with the word AERECG added
below to serve as an airmail stamp (Scon CeR).
Due to their imited quannnes and sharter period
of usc the overpninted stamps are much scarcer on
cover than the basic stamps of the issue. Although
Scott vaiues for used stamps are less than the
values for mint stamps. this 15 more a reflection of
a difference in demand. In my opinion the higher
valucs of the set are scarcer used than mint,

During World War 1l mail from Panama 10
foreign destnations was censored. Covers with
Coat of Arms stamps from the wartime penod are
4 yood source for study of censorshyp markings.

In 1946 and 1947 remamders of four values of
the coat of arms issue were surcharged 1 centavo,
CANCER B/, .01 1947 and used as postal tax
stamps. The stamps receiving the surcharge were
the ‘%, 1, 12 and 24 centavos values. These arc
listed as Scon RAJ9-RA2Z. Finally in the same
year other stocks of the 24 cemavos stamp werc
surcharged Habilitada CORREOS B/ 0.50.
Covers with this stamp, like all high value covers,
are certainly scarce and may not even exist. [
would like 1o hear from anyone possessing this
stamp on cover.

A similar Coat of Arms design was used on
postal cards. A lc green on white card was issucd
in 1924 and in 1929 three additional cards were
issucd in a slightly revised design. 1c green on
white, lc grecn on 1very and 2c red on white,
Thesc cards are Higgins & Gage numbers (4, 16,
16a and 17.

| believe these stamps are a good subject for a
specialized collection and exhibit. Some higher
values are as scarce on cover as stamps of classic
issucs and examples of a number of specialized
uses may be quite rare and possibly even unique.
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COLOMBIA: The 1918 ESPECIE PROVISIONAL SURCHARGES
by Alan D Anyon

In 1918 the postage rate for internal mail in
Colombia was increased from 2c¢ to 3c. The 1917
Perkins Bacon issue, that was generally on sale at
the time, had no 3¢ value and one was not issued
until 1920, In (probably} October 1918 a
provisional lithographed 3¢ stamp printed in lake
was issued, but Gibbons states this was for use in
Bogota The need for a 3¢ denomination in the
earlier months of 1918 and, indeed, unnl a
generally available stamp of that value was
produced, was met by vertically surcharyning 10¢
violet stamps of the 1904 Arango issue and the
1912 Lit. Naciona! issue with Kspecic Provisional
50.143 in two lines in red. At the same time there
was a shorlage of Y4¢ stamps. To cover this the 20c
black value of the same two issues was surcharged
Especie Frovisionaf SU.0HH - vertically in two lines
in red. Both 1ypes of the 20c stamp of the Arango
issue, with imprint close to and spaced from the
design, were so meated. Examples of the former
arc scarce. All these surcharges exist reading up
and reading down on the stamps, depending on the
way the sheets were fed imo the prinang press.

All fous surcharged stamps exist with the *s" of
lspecie missing {variety a), which occurs once per
sheet of 100 {10x10) stamps. In addinion the ¥ ¢
stamp of both printings, but not the 3¢ stamp, is
found with a small "o’ before the perod i the
0.00%: {variety b). This leads to the conclusion
that the Especie Provisional half of the surcharge
was kept intact in the form for both values and
only the figures $0.03 and $0.00%: were changed.

Three minor varictics have also been found on
the '4c, but not on the 3¢. They are blocks before
the ‘E’ of Especie (B E, variety c) a dropped small
"o" {variety d} and a malformed Provisional with a
narrow ‘v, no dot on the first *1° and a broken s’
(varicty e). The constancy of these varieties
confirms the surcharge sctting was identical for the
printings on both the Arango and the Lit, Nacional
sheets.

Examination of a complete sheet of 100
stamps of the Yxc on 20c Arango printing with
imprint spaced from the design and the surcharge
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reading up on the stamp has enabled all of the
varieties mentioncd above to be positioned on the
sheet as follows:

Row 1 Ne. 4 ().

Row 2 Nos 3-8 (b).

Row 3 MNos 2, 3, 5. 9(b).

Row 4 No. 6 (a) Nos. 5, 7, 9 (b)
Row § Nos 2-6, 8 (b), 10 (d)
Row 6 Nos 2-10 (b)

Row 7 Nos 2-10 (b}

Row 8 Nos 2-10 (b}

Row 9 no varieties

Row 10 No. | (g)

This shows there are 46 stamps on cach sheet
exhihiting the small "o” variety. For the stamps
with the surcharge reading down the positions will
be a vertical mitror image. As has been shown
ahove, the same setting was used for the Lit.
Nactona! M.

Regarding perforation varieties the Barmiga
cataloy lists [/2c Arango stamp a5 existng
imperforated while the Temprano catalog gives
both the Arango and Lit. Nacional Yc stamps in
that condition. The basic Lit. Nacional [0¢ and
20¢ stamps exist perforated 10 and 10x13.5, as
well  as  the commoner 133 perforation.
Theoretically all perforation vanicties could exist
surchaged, but only the latter has been seen by the
writcr. An intriguing variety in the writer's
collection is the '2c Arango stamp with a double
surcharge, one reading up and the other reading
down. Obviously, at least one sheet was fed
through the printing press twice, once in ¢ach
dircction.

These provisional surcharges have apparently
reccived little philatelic attention in the past, This
article is an cffort to remedy the situation. Any
additionat information regarding this issue will be
gratefully received by the writer,

Editor’s Note: The remainders of the Swales
collection which 1 purchased contain two
additional varieties; the Y%c with no dot on first i of
provisional and the 3¢ with a vertical line to the
right of the vabue thus: 0.03 |.
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COLOMBIA RECTANGULAR CANCELS TO 1904
by Jim Cross

This 15 a conninuation of the article which | bepan
in the previous issue, A number of additional listings
for the Type XI-B handstamps have been fumished by
members, indicating that at least in some 1owns these
handstamps continued to be used into the next decade.
A third type of a rectangular handstamp, Type X[-C
was used by the Naronal Postal Agencies, the offices
authorized to transmit mail to foreign countnies. These
handstamps are 32x53mm. Various covers have been
seen  with the handsiamp of the agency in
Buenaventura. Simitar handstamps have been reported
from Tumaco and Santa Mana, but | do not have

photocopies.

Two other types of rectangular markings from this
time period. which | idenrify as rypes XI-F and XI-G5,
de not have outer borders, although Type XE-F has
lines at the top and botlom. The latest Soler & Llach
auction catalog described type XI-F as a “roller”
cancel, rather than a handstamp. Docs anyone have
evidence that this was correct?

Types XI-C, XI-F and XI-G are illustraled below.
Listings of reported uses of these, as well as the
addinonal uses of type X1-B follow.

L CORREDS :I-C‘-l-‘ﬁl-i.l £S

RECENTLY DISCOVERED COVER WITH CLASS XI-F DATESTAMP FROM ZAPATOCA.
{Earliest reported cover fram this towr)

ADMOMN. GRAL. de C. NALES.

ANU-

ANU-
FEB1G. .. {ADA

LADA

—— HONDAT—

CLASS XI-G DATESTAMP

Agen. Post. Nal.
FEB 17 1504
BUENAVENTURA

CLASS XI-C DATESTAMP
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POSTMARKS CLASS XI-B - DOUBLE BORDERED RECTANGULAR DATE STAMPS WITH
THREE LINES OF TEXT: Correos Macionales/{date)/(town name in caps)

TOWN SHAPE  FIGURE COLOR MEDIA DATES REMARKS
Bucarmanga Rectangle XI-R N Cover 14 lan 1907 Note 1
Facatativit Rectangle  XT-B Y Cover 25 May 1907

Leyva-Boyaca Rectangle XI-8 N Cover 3 0ct 1913

Malaga-Santand Regtangle XI-B Cover 27 Jan 1906

Nowita-Choco Rectangle Xi-B Cover Nov 1904 Note 2

Pie de Cuesta Rectangle XI-B N Cover 24 Apr 1910

Santa Rosa de Osos Rectangle X1-B A Cublerta 24 Feb 1911

Note | - Additional line of text at top reading ~ ADMON PRINCPAL™
Mote 2 - Additionat line of text at top reading “ ADMOMN SURALTERMA DE™

POSTMARKS CLASS XI-C - SINGLE BORDERED RECTANGULAR DATE STAMPS WITH
THREE LINES OF TEXT: Agen. Post. Nal.(date ¥ {town name in large caps)

TOWN SHAPE FIGURE COILOR MEDIA  DATES REMARKS
Buenaventura Rectangle XI1-( AY Cover 12 Feh 1904 - 24 Sep 1904

Santa Mana Rectangle XI-C Cover 5 Aug 1904 singie yse
Tumaee Rectangle  XI1-C " Jan- 322

POSTMARKS CLASS XI-F - RECTANGULAR DATE STAMPS WITHOUT SIDE BORDERS.
THREE LINES OF TEXT: CORREOS NACKONALES/ (date centered berween nine parallel lines)
{(fown name in caps)

TOWN SHARPE  FIGURE COLOR MEDIA DATES REMARKS
Cali - Cauca Rectangle XI-F Caver 4 MNov 1984 - 7 Sep 1906

Filadeifia Rectangle XI-F {Reported-no phatovopy avaulable) single uve
Iprales Rectangle X3-F A Prece After 1917 {ilepible)

Ocafia Rectanple XI-F N Cover 3 Oct 1904 - 3 Dec 904

Run dee Oro-Mapdalena Rectangle  XI-F Cover 16 Jul {904 single use
Tulua Rectanple XI-F v Cover 23 Oct 1907 note |
Zapatoca Rectangle  XI-F N Cover 25 Sep 1904 single use

Notz 1 - date hetween ten parallel lnes

POSTMARKS CLASS XI-G - RECTANGULAR DATE STAMPS WITHOUT BORDERS. THREE
LINES OF TEXT: CORREOS NACIONALES/(date centered between six parallel lines with
ANU-/LADO in two lines at either side)/(town name in caps centered between two parallel hines.

TOWN SHAPE FIGURE COLOR MEDIA  DATES REMARKS
Ambalerna Recranele  XI-G N Cover 10 Aug 1904 single use
Barbacoas Rectangle XI1-G v Cover 27 Jun |905% singje use
Chiquingura Rectangle XI-G N Cover 9 Aug 1904 single uge
londa Rectangle  XI-Gr Cover 1S Mar 1904 - 7777 note |
Tprales Reciangle  XLG A Cover  date Wlegible-tate nse smgle use
Pampiona Recuangle XI-(G N Cover 29 Feb 1904 - 19 Mar 1904

Note | - ADMON GRAL de U NALES on top line

POSTMARKS CLASS X1-G2 - Similar to Type XI-G. but with two lines of text at top reading

Admon Gral. de C. Nales./Seccion 5a-Serv, nterior
TOWN SHAPE FIGURE COLOR MEDIA DATES REMARKS
Boeota Rectangle  XI-G2 Cover | Feb 1904 - |7 Jun 1904 ICL-5F|

POSTMARKS CLASS XI-G3 ~ Similar to Type X1-G. but without date.

Large ANULADA centered between six parallel lings in ceneral section.
TOWN SHAPE FIGURE COLOR MEDIA DATES REMARKS
Tummz Regtangle XI-G3 N Cover Twa 1904 uses recarded

80



COPACARTA

JUNE 1998

COLOMPHIL, A REVIEW
by Jim Cross

Issue number 1 of COLOMPHIL is a 36 page
publicaton in Spanish edited by Dhcter Bortfetdt. it
announces that this will be a quarterly publication.
The annual subscription rase is 30,000 pesos in
Colombia and $40 US in the rest of the world. The
first issue features a color enlargement of a
tete-beche pair of Antioguia Scott 35, the 1883 [0
centavos vermillion stamp with the head of liberty
design, on the front cover. Fifteen of the other pages
also have some printing in color. It contains three
articles written by Dicter, two written by Carlos
Valenzuela, one written by G. M. Caruso and one
wittten by Raul Jimenca.

The lead article by Dieter is a study and
reconstruction of the plates of the (881-1883
Antioquia 10 centavos siamps with the head of
liberty. The first printing of this stamp in 1881 was
in violet, but the printer did not use the same color
ink for all of the print rups. producing stamps in
vialet and blue . He also describes how the ink of
some of the prinnngs was “tugitive” and bled thru
the stamps Lo the backs, He pomnts out the relanve
scarcity of multiples of the violet stamps and thal
printings are known on both vertically and
horizontally laid paper. The article provides
estimates of the probably quansity of sheets which
were printed in cach of the two colors on each type
of laid paper.

The 1883 printing in vermillion includes the tete-
beche pair which is pictured on the front coverof the
publication. The ardcle shows a reconstruction of the
sheet of 50 { [0x5) showing that there were inverted
cliches in positions 33, 34 and 44. These created the
possibility of four different horizontal and three
different vertical tete-beche pairs, The article also
contains a description of each of the fifty positions
of the sheet, which would permii plating from small
multiples and single stamps.

The first of the rwo anticles by Carlos Valenzucla
15 a one pape biography of Don Gonzalo Mejia,
whose signaturc appears on the first provisional
SCADTA consular stamps uscd in New York. The
second article is about thosc stamps. It is illustrated
with cancelled staraps and covers showing the use of
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the stamps. many of which are in color.

The Caruse arbicle describes the first issuc of
Tolima. It is not a detailed study of these difficailt
stamps, but rather an inmoduction te the issue.

The subject of Dieter’s second article is the 10
contaves stamp of the 1866 issue. He describes the
existence aof two major types, which are illusirated
by a number of magnified reproductions of the
stamps. He also deseribes a number of constant
vareties that arc found on cach type. The sheet size
of the issue is unknown, since no mint sheets are
kniown to exist and large multiples arc scarce.

The 1903 50 and 100 peso stamps are the
subject of Dieter’s third articie. He reports that
several complete sheets of these stamps have now
appearcd on the market and speculates that they may
have heen stolen from government holdings of the
issue. He also describes two colors which are found
for each value. onc of which is only known on
unused stamps and speculates that there may have
been a second pnnting from the onginal plates for
the philatelic market.

Raul Jimenez writes about the 1890 set of
cubiertas with all values printed in blue. He shows
from ount multiples that they were printed in sheets
of 12 (2x6) with two values to the sheet. The sheets
contained (top six stamps of first value and bottom
six stamps of second value).

A. Six 10 and six 20 centavas.
B. Six 30 and six 40 centavos
C. Six 60 and six 30 centavos
D. Six 80 and six 70 centavos
E. Six | Pesos and six 90 centavos.

Six pages are devoted to color photographs of
multiples illusrating the above layouts. However,
the color reproduction on these pages 15 very poor
and the blue scarcely shows at all.

The issuc also confains a news page. Dicter
writes that some article in future issues will be in
English and offers to translate awy of the articles in
the currcnt issue for readers who do not understand
Spanish. There is also an announcemeni about Nems
which will appear in the second issue, which should
now be distributed.
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COLOMBIA - COUNTERFEIT REVENUE STAMPS

On 6 Apal 1976 the Bopota newspaper Ll
Tiempo published an article about falsified revenue
stamps. A translation tollows:

“A gmgantic fulsificanon of national revenue
stamps of 10 Pesos was discovered by the the
Comptroller General of the Republic.

The gencral auditor of the Colombian Institote
for the Developmem ot Higher Education (ICFES),
Alfonso  Esquivel  Rodngues, discovered  a
considerable  cvasion  of taxes through the
falsification of 10 pesos stamps, which may amount
te as much as approximately 200,000 pesos in just
this organization,

A technical examination by the firm of ‘Thomas
de la Rue established that hundreds of 10 pesos
stamps had been falsified by a

admimisirative and public morahty.

The auditor general of the 1CFES, who hegan
the mvestigation of the counterfeiting of stamps,
Alfonso Esquivel, had previously served i the
auditor’s office of Local Roads, where he also
reported mulnple irrcgularitics in administrative
maticrs, which were confirmed by the legal section
of the Comprroiler’s office.

Users of the stamps are counselied to only
purchase them from tradivoenal official sources.
Also. they should remember that these 10 pesos
stamps are printed in relief. which can be verified by
simple touch.”

An account of the matter appeared on page 32 of
the 2 August 1976 edition of Lann’s Stamp News. It

stated 1hat upon invesngation

system of lithography, a detail that  —
can be confirmed by simple touch.
since the genuine stamps are printed
in retief using an engraved stee!
plate, while the counter{eits are nat
raised.

After the counterfeits were
discovered in  the ILFES.
ceunterfeit document stamps were
alse  found on  documents
transmitted by the national
chancellery, as well as by other
publrc Mstitutions.

forperics of the 10, 25 and 50
pesos stamps were discovered.
with the largest number found in
the city of Palmira. It alse stated
that each of the revenue stamps
was impnnted with a  senal
number prior to use and thal as
many as 25 counterfeit stamps
had been found with identical
serial  numbers, The Linn's
accouml was Teceived from a
corespondent. Jack K. Adams.
in the Dominican Republic. He

Everything leads to the belief
that this is concerened with a
gigantic ring  of counterfeiting.  Although the
counterfeiting was found in the accpunts transmitied
by the ICEFS. the black market in stamps has
widespread repercussions at the nationat level.

The counterfeits were discovered when it was
ubserved that the stamps were easily removable.
After a number of items were sent to De la Ruc. that
company verificd their counterfeit nature.

The Comptroller General of the Republic
advised all of the auditors that they should carefully
review the stamps on differeni documents and
accounis of the State, initiating a campaign for
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ndicated the government Felt that
the majority of the rcvenue
stamps of these denominations o circulation were
fraudulent, but had nol yet determined how i
intended fo procecd.

The rHustrated stamp was furiished by Debbie
Friedman It is a copy of the genuine stamp and as
stated. this can be easily verified by touch as it is
printed wn high relief.

Can any of ouwr members supply additional
information aboul the counterfeits and the action
takcn by the Colombian government 1o resolve the
problem?
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SPACE FILLERS

As previously announced, duc to the increased
costs of the color pages. they will be omitted m one
issuc a ycar in order to reduce printing costs. This
jssue mcludes only 20 pages so that ducs notices and
a new membership roster can be mailed within the
threc ounce postage rate. The backlog of articles for
publication, except for a few shorter filler items. has
been used up, so new manuscripts are welcome..

Federico Brid's rcsearch presents an interesting
problem for COPAPHIL, Trom a historical point of
view it is extremely important. Almost nothing about
the posial history of the state of Panama has
appeared in the literature. On the other hand, there is
a very jimited amount of collectable material from
the state. probably less than a half dozen items that
can be shown to have been carried by the service
during its stampless peried from 1855 to |878.
There ar¢ only limited quantitics of the stamp issue
prepared 1n 878, perhaps as many as two dozen
biscct and quadrisect covers or pieces and as
previously reported mm thus joumal, oniy a single
recnded cover with an unbisceied stamyp.

| would weicome thc opinions of the
membership on how much of the chronology should
be published in this journal. You are invited to jot
down your thoughts and submit them with your
membership dues.

With regard to the Main Sheel article on postal
mackings of the Colombian off-shore islands, the
Class X duplex marking of San Juan de Providencia

(CDS with flower killer) has been seen on a loose
stamp of the 1892 issue. This carly marking was
unknown 1o the authar of the article.

Your editor took a two week tmip to Salt Lake
City in May. Most of the tme was spent on
genealogical research at the Family History Library
there. Unfortunately, the retwrn tip was marred by
an auto collision at an intersection when [ left the
freeway in search of fuel and sustenance. No one
was injured, but the damage to my old car exceeded
its book value, so this issue has been slightly delayed
while | scarched for a replacement.

Thanks to our member Adam Miller in New
Zealand for the information an the Pacific Steam
MNavigation files. There must be an interesting story
behind their journey into the library of the philatelic
socicty there. These will be of interest to postal
historians from other Latin American nations as well
and members affiliated with other societies are
invited to call the attention of their journal editors to
the article and the existence of the Bies.

| have been informed by Chasics Shreve thay the
Helme auction catalogs are in the mail and members
shauld have received them before this issue amives,
| have also received the promised photocopics of the
regisiered covers in the collection. There will be
more about them in the next issue. Ducs notices for
1998-1999 arc being mailed with this issue
Members whoe have paid n advance will seecive a
confirmation notice that the dues have been paid.

CLASSIFIED

Classified per ling; one issue $.50, four issues $1.50.
Business cards: one issue $1.50, four issues $5.00.
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Foreign $15.00; complete set U.S. $76.00, Canada $82.¢0, Other $95.00; Volumes VI thru X1V; per volume
U.S. $8.00, Canada $9.00, Other $11.00; complete set U.S. $50.00, Canada $57 (0, Other $69.00. Pastaf History
and Postmarks of the Audiencia de (mito by George Maier — hard cover $33 soft cover $28 (add $2 for postage
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