THE POSTAL SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF BOYACA
by Jim Croes

™his sarticle containe more mystary than higtory. As [ have written
previously, there are no references in the literature to the stames or postal
service of the Departmant of Boyaca. [n tha Mey 198 COPACARTA, | suggested
that the natlonal governmant probably suspendad postal servica on tha
Northwest Route to Venezuala which passad thru Boyaca acon after the outbreak
ot "The 1000 Daws" in Octobar 1999. It I3 known that Cucuta and the
surrounding area ware in the hande of the rebels from that month until June
1998. Sinca an altarnates routa to Cucuta existed via the Northesst Route to
Bucaramanga and Pamplona, it 19 possible that service on tha Northern Route
was hot resumed even when Cucuta was retaken in June 1998,

Tha tirst iseue of Boyaca was chroniclad |n the Amaricah Journal of
Philately ln June 1992, although it was probably izeued aarlier. Since it
congisted ot only a 8 cantavos atamp, {t was probably iseusd prior to 1 March
1982 when the national government ratsed the rate for intarnal letters to 1@
cantavos. Most ot the departmants seem to have followsd the rete schadiles of
the national govermment. The Temprano catalog lists tha dete of the first
issue as 1899, but this may be too early. The 18, 28, and 5B centavom ahd 1
paso stamp of the second lssue of Boyara were reported in the July 1983 iseue
of the Amarican Journal of Philately. A postal card in my posessgion from
Antenio Rincon addressed to the New York Philatelian and dated July 1983
announced: "the govarnment of the Department of Boyaca 1s planntng to put Into
circulation stamps 1h the denominations of 5 and 1@ pesom In cquantities from
26,000 - 35,®." Possibly these stanpsg were ispued to support a resumption
of parcel post service. Unfortunately the Rincon pastal card doss not ghow a
dated cancal. Recalpt of these two high values was announced in the American
Journal ot Philately for Septamber 1923.

! previously reportad that I knew of no covers from Boyaca, Brian
Moorhouse has sent me a2 photocopy of a letter from Cocuy to Bogota, shouwn
balow, tranked with a perforated copy of the 5 Pesos stamp. Tha cancelation
of the Agencia Gutierrez, Cocuy also appears at the lowar left without a date.
Since this appears to be inflatlon franking, the cover probably was mailed ih
1994, This marking i@ also found on used single stamps and is the only
marking other than Tunja which hae been reported on staas aof Ny,




